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David Halliday, The Black Bird (The Porcupine’s Quill, Inc., Erin,

Qnt., pp. io6. Paperhound, $7.95, 1982).

In The Black Bird, David Halliday treats Humphrey Bogart as a mythic figure, with The Maltese Falcon as the epic image of mid-century America in search of death. The book contains short, caustic, “newsreel” poems; long, open-endedly surreal extracts from Bogart’s “diary”; and enigmatic portraits of the characters and actors in the film. It’s an interesting work, but it doesn’t really come together until the final section, a long “interview” with the dead Bogart, which moves beyond the rather facile effects of the earlier pieces to become a genuinely moving and profound imaginative recreation of the actor’s inner vision. 

