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….There is however something marvelous, almost mystically intense, about the best of the stories. David Halliday’s Interview: Humphrey Bogart, for example, contains social and psychological resonances that sound long after one has finished reading the story. Here are the actor’s thoughts about the making of the movie The Maltese Falcon, his own childhood nightmares and his relationships with fellow actors Mary Astor, Sidney Greenstreet, Peter Lorre, directory John Huston and writer Dashiell Hammett. 


Banalities (“I had no idea what the black bird was supposed to signify”) become oddly resonant and trivialities bristle with jeopardy. The style is  curiously deliberate and mannered, consisting of phrases and clauses and parenthetical remarks, which form Bogart’s perceived substance and language. Halliday seems to have taken the defensible position that since most interviews are figments of self-serving imaginations one might as well accept memory as a fiction machine and get on with it.

