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David Halliday has penned an incredibly unique story that is difficult to

categorize. Neither real nor fantasy, rather a bizarre combination of both. 

The story begins with a man dying. He is alone, sunbathing in his freshly

mowed yard, listening to the sounds of a normal neighborhood and having a

stroke - conscious of the fact he is dying. 

While in the throes of death, his mind travels and his 'life' flashes before his

eyes. 

A cameraman for the CBC, he is obsessed with television and fantasizes a

new world by blending real life with the sitcom The Mary Tyler Moore Show.

In his fantasy he plays Lou Grant. When the station where he is employed

acquires their very own 'Mary Richards', his two worlds meld completely.

From that point on the story takes off in several directions, evolving from

segmented flashes of different settings. 

Lou Grant is the top gun, the shoulder to cry on, the idea man, however,

unlike the lovable bear on the television comedy, this Lou Grant has a dark

side, a desire to taste danger and we are introduced to a new cast of

characters from the underworld, an untamed bunch of drug dealers, whores,

drunks and paid assassins. Needless to say David Halliday's use of familiar

characters mixed in with the criminal element adds a touch of humor to a

rather dark story somehow making it more real, more visual. 

It all comes together in an exciting thriller with a shocking ending. 

This is a story of obsession and stalking, brutality and deception, rape and

murder. Expect graphic descriptions and violence, street language and adult

situations. And be prepared to think. Through his characters David Halliday

touches on an expanded variety of social, emotional and spiritual issues. 

An interesting quote from the man who calls himself Lou Grant. "The late

Twentieth Century is populated by disembodied souls imprisoned in straw

men talking to each other like a convention of stand-up comics breaking in

new material. The Jungian consciousness is television. God sends angels to do

his bidding; the devil sends commercials." 

A Tale of Two Cities is a mesmerizing story presented in a unique -

completely out of formula format. It is a roller coaster ride into that gray space

between real and imaginary. Hang on. 
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