Kirk Middle School – Mrs. Wyatt
8th Grade English Language Arts - 454-2164 Ext. 134
wyattm@christina.k12.de.us
Course Description

The Eighth Grade Language Arts curriculum is a standards-based course that weaves traditional topics around common themes.  It builds on the initial curriculum, blending Poetry, Expressive Writing, Historical Fiction, Persuasive Writing, Informative (magazines, websites, interviews), Research and Fantasy.  This will be a rigorous and challenging year for you and your child.

Kirk Portfolio Assignments

At the beginning of school each student was given a writing, pre-assessment test. This is the first assignment in the Kirk English Language Arts Portfolio. Each marking period the students will be required to complete one portfolio project. One of the projects will be presented orally. 
Quality Standards for Student Work

School and homework will be completed as follows:

· The title of the assignment will be on the top line at the left margin. All assignments must have the student’s name on the top line at the right margin. Under the first name will be the current date. Under the last name will be the period that the class meets. Work completed without this information will receive a penalty.

· All assignments will be completed on standard white loose-leaf paper unless otherwise directed by the teacher.

· All Assignments will be completed in either pencil, black ink or “regular” blue ink. Other colors of ink, gel pens, and felt-type markers may only be used for special assignments and editing. Bring sharpened colored pencil or red pen to class everyday to use when editing and assignment.

· Writing must be legible, must follow correct letter formation, may be either cursive or manuscript, and must be of medium size, fitting neatly on either regular or college ruled loose-leaf paper. Any assignments completed on a computer should follow correct keyboards rules:

1. Have margins of one inch

2. Be doubled-spaced with a 12 font size

3. Printed in black ink ONLY
4. Times New Roman font - Fancy fonts only on cover pages if requested

Day-to-Day Procedures and Expectations

The following books will be used this year:

1. The Language of Literature 


McDougal Littell

2. The Interactive Reader Plus 


McDougal Littell

3. Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry

McDougal Littell

Although there is not a specific spelling/vocabulary book assigned, each student will receive a list of words and will have vocabulary assignments. The objective is to use the words in context and not necessarily how to spell them.

Classwork: Class assignments will be given daily. A student who is in class is expected to be prepared, participate, and complete the assignments during the allotted time.  

Homework: Homework is given regularly (usually twice a week). Students will need a dictionary At Home. Assignments are checked for completion on the day that they are due. If extra time is needed due to emergencies, please provide a note with parents’ signatures and date.

Make-up Work: It is the student’s responsibility to get any missed work when returning from an absence. When students participate in excel, band, chorus, etc., permission and assignments must be obtained before missing the class. 

The amount of days in which the student is absent equals the amount of days he/she has to make up the work.

Late Work Policy: Each day that work is late, there will be a 10% reduction in grade, up to five days past the due date.  After the fifth day, grade is a 50%, with no opportunity to make up assignment.

Quizzes: Quizzes are given throughout the school year and may be either announced or unannounced.

Tests: Tests are given at the end of each unit or each area of study. They will be graded.

Grades: Students grades are recorded daily. The grading scale is the Christina School District policy, as follows: A=(90-100%), B=(80-89%), C=(70-79%), D=(60-69%), & F=(0-59%). 

Weighing of Assignments: 

35% Projects, 30% Classwork,  10% Homework,  10% Tests,  10% Quizzes,  5% WarmUps

Agenda: Each student will receive an Agenda (Planner) for use all year. It should have daily assignments and project information. It is important that student and parents review the agenda together everyday.

Special Project:  A five page typed research paper will be assigned during the 4th marking period. This assignment will require an outline and bibliography, so personal library time and a computer is required.  The objective is to engage the student in higher learning, and learn the research paper process. 

This information has been reviewed in the class with your student. Please review it carefully and keep it for your reference throughout the school year. Please sign the last page and have your child return it to school. Please feel free to contact me at anytime via email or phone listed on top of first page.  Thank you. I look forward to working with you and your child this year. 

Mrs. Wyatt’s English Language Arts Class

We have read and we understand the expectations for this class, as stated above.

Please Write Legibly

Print Student Name ________________________________________________________ 

Sign Student Name ________________________________________________________

Print Parent/Guardian Name _________________________________________________

Sign Parent/Guardian Name _________________________________________________

Home phone #________________________ Work phone#_________________________

Email address________________________________ Cell #________________________

