History 

In the 1800's pioneers were moving west and settling in California and Oregon. The land in the Pacific Northwest was very fertile compared to the Great Plains. Many of these settlers started farming. As happened in so many places the white settlers decided to move in and take over the land from the Native Americans who had lived on it for so generations. In 1872, Modoc and Klamath Indians were forced to live together and a war broke out, known as the Modoc War.

Five years later, in 1882 farmers began the use of irrigation to aid their farming. Near the California-Oregon border, a ditch was constructed to irrigate 4000 acres of land. President Theodore Roosevelt, signed the Newlands Reclamation Act on June 17,1902. There were 24 federal projects located in 14 states including the Klamath Project. What this project allowed was for the Federal government to buy up land and create a plan for the control of floods and to divert and distribute water for irrigation. Lands were then leased for farming and then opened up for homestead. Construction for the Klamath Project was authorized by the Secretary of the Interior on May 15, 1905.

