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Development with a focus on Africa: a priority for the UK Presidency of the EU 

Sometimes we politicians are accused of being disconnected from the people we represent. But when it comes to fighting poverty, and when it comes to Europe fighting poverty, I think in 2005 we have shown that this is not the case.  

The hundreds of thousands who have marched calling for poverty to be made history, the millions, the billions even, who saw the Live 8 concerts across the globe, all show how much people care about development. The condition of Africa, poverty, its causes, and what we do about it, are at the centre of our lives, and of our politics, as never before. 

As things stand, by 2015, over half of the world’s poorest people will be living in Africa, up from nearly a third now. On current trends, over 5 million children under 5 will continue to die every year - mostly from diseases we can prevent. 

But we have made major progress this year. It was in May that Europe made a historic commitment to double its aid by 2010, to £45 billion. This showed Europe at its best, and it helped make the G8 meeting in Gleneagles a success, whereby EU and G8 commitments to Africa mean an additional £14 billion a year by 2010. 
The fight against killer diseases, and in particular HIV and AIDS, is a further priority area for action: there are over 3 million new infections every year; 14 million AIDS orphans; and 25 million people live with HIV and AIDS in Africa.  The EU provided 60% of the nearly £2.7 billion in new money pledged at the September 2005 replenishment conference for the Global Fund to tackle AIDS, TB and malaria.  
In September, EU Member States were instrumental in launching the International Finance Facility for Immunisation which will prevent 5 million child deaths over the next ten years. 
We are now developing a comprehensive and long-term EU-Africa plan - focusing on governance, peace and security, trade, and development - for agreement at the December European Council.

But it is not just about ‘how much’ aid we spend, but also ‘how well’ we spend it.  Europe decided in November to untie EC aid, and we are seeking agreement on a new European Development Policy Statement which will set the framework for future aid spending. 

In the long-term, fairer and freer trade holds the key to improving the lives of many poor people. The WTO Ministerial meeting in Hong Kong in December will aim to take forward the current round of trade talks - the Doha Development Agenda. We are working with our EU partners to achieve the best possible result, in particular for the poorest nations in the world. 
These important commitments will be all the more productive because of the progress Africa is making. More than two thirds of African countries have held democratic elections over the past five years; sixteen countries have achieved growth of over 4% during the past decade, and inflation has been reduced to a fifth of levels ten years ago. 

The help that Europe is providing to Africa is an expression of Europe's values. The people of Europe are sending us - as their elected representatives - a message. They want Europe to continue to play its part in fighting poverty, and to be more ambitious. And the people who live in poverty in Africa, and around the world, deserve this. And it is up to us to help them to achieve it for themselves.   
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