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Educational and professional background
After graduating from the Law Department of Niigata University in Japan, I worked for NTT, Japan’s largest telecommunication company, and NTT DoCoMo, Japan’s largest mobile phone company. I worked in a team that looked after all aspects of company marketing and advertising, and I became keenly aware of the whole process of corporate communication, especially the role of the mass media and journalism. During working at NTT for ten years, I gradually realized that I wanted to contribute to our society in more direct way. This new desire combined with my interest in journalism influenced my decision to change my life, so I registered for the Postgraduate Diploma/MA Media Studies program at the University of Ulster (Coleraine and Belfast Campuses). The course has so far given me extensive knowledge about the media, which includes the role of the media in a social and cultural context, and journalism studies with special reference to the role of the news media in international conflict. I have successfully completed the Postgraduate Diploma, and I am now researching and writing my dissertation: “Japanese media coverage of China-Taiwan relations since 1945”. I hope to complete this work and submit my dissertation next spring/summer to receive my MA in Media Studies.
Educational objectives
I have two educational objectives. First, I would like to acquire a sound grasp of practical journalistic skills to promote my career ambitions to be a journalist. I want to learn how to gather news materials as efficiently and objectively as possible, and how to write and edit news reports. Second, I would like to specialize in investigative reporting. From my viewpoint, it seems not easy for a journalist to dig deeply into the facts of an incident not only due to the pressures of deadlines but sorting through the enormous flow of the information from governmental or other organizations. I would like to know how I can approach the facts and provide more meaningful and significant information to audiences.
Career goals
The first step to achieve my career goal is to successfully complete the graduate journalism program at Indiana University. While at your university, I want to obtain essential work experience with a local or regional news organization in the states. Beyond that, I see myself gaining permanent employment with a news outlet in the US or at home in Japan working in all areas of reporting in order to further develop and perfect my reporting and journalistic skills. Once I am established as a credible and experienced journalist, I see myself focusing on an area that has always fascinated me: reporting national and international conflict resolution - whether it is political, racial or religious conflict. I think the journalist has an important and critical role to play in peace-making processes and such a lot of responsibility. 
I am very attracted to the journalism program at Indiana University, and I am convinced that it is the ideal course to take if I am to achieve my educational objectives to realize my career ambitions. 


















