Activity #3 – Using Career Matchmaker

For the Teacher:

Introduction

The purpose of this activity is to show students how to use Career Matchmaker, an interactive career interest inventory.  In particular, students will learn how Career Matchmaker provides individualized feedback on their career choices.

Setting the Stage

Classroom discussion should focus on how career assessments should be seen as tools for finding suitable careers, rather than as “tests” which supply the “final word” on students’ futures.  Students who become familiar with Career Matchmaker and use it more than once will get the best results. 

About Career Matchmaker

Career Matchmaker is a new, interactive career interest inventory that has recently been incorporated into Career Cruising.  It is one of the most well-respected interest inventories in the world and is currently used in thousands of schools across the U.K. and Europe.  We have done extensive work to adapt this system to the North American labour market.

Starting the program

CD-ROM:  Click on the START button, then select PROGRAMS from the menu that appears above it.  Select CAREER CRUISING 2002 from the Programs menu.  Finally, select CAREER CRUISING 2002.

Web Version: Click on your web browser.  Type www.careercruising.com into the web address box at the top of the screen, then press ENTER on your keyboard.  Next, enter your school’s username and password, and click on START CAREER CRUISING.

Worksheet for Activity #3 – Using Career Matchmaker

From the Main screen, click on CAREER MATCHMAKER.

Enter your first and last names, then click on START A NEW MATCHMAKER SESSION.  Read the instructions on the Introduction page, then click START!

Answer the questions.  (Do your best!  The more thought you put into these answers, the better your results will be.)
After you answer the first 39 questions, Career Matchmaker will suggest careers that match your answers.

Optional: We strongly suggest that you go through the second round of questions as well.  Just click on the blue ANSWER MORE QUESTIONS TO IMPROVE MY RESULTS button on the right side of the screen.  Answer as many questions as you can, then click the grey VIEW CAREER SUGGESTIONS SO FAR button near the bottom of the screen.  Career Matchmaker will update your list of career suggestions.
Now save your career suggestions by clicking on the blue SAVE MY RESULTS button on the right hand side of the screen.  Enter a personal password to make sure your suggestions stay private, then click on the SAVE MY RESULTS button immediately below (this should take you back to your list of career suggestions).

Click on one of the suggested careers (those near the top are your best matches!)
Career:_______________________________


1. Read the SUITABLE FOR YOU? information that appears for the career you have chosen. Answer the following questions:

What are the Central Aspects of this career?

Write down the Central and Secondary Aspects to which you answered “Like” or “Like very much.”

Did you answer “Dislike” or “Dislike very much” to any of the Aspects?

Using the back (() button (at the top of the screen), return to the list of suggested careers

Click on another career.  Career:_______________________________


2. Read the SUITABLE FOR YOU? information that appears for this career.

Write down the Central and Secondary Aspects to which you answered “Like” or “Like very much.”


3. Click on and read JOB DESCRIPTION and WORKING CONDITIONS.

For two of the Aspects you wrote down above, try to find an example from either Job Description or Working Conditions.

Example

Career: 
Web Site Designer

Aspect: 
Having your own creative ideas about designs and styles

Examples: 
- Designing computer web sites




- Deciding on colours, patterns, layout and graphics

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For Your Career:

Aspect: 


Examples: 


Aspect: 


Examples: 


Click on one of the two interviews.  Person’s name _________________


4. Click on A DAY IN THE LIFE and BREAKDOWN OF ACTIVITIES.

See if you can find other examples of the Aspects you have chosen in the person’s day at work.

For Your Career:

Aspect: 


Examples: 


Aspect: 


Examples: 


