Activity #7 – Career Clusters Research Project

For The Teacher:

Introduction

The purpose of this activity is to help students:

1. Learn how careers can be grouped together into clusters based on common characteristics

2. See how these career clusters can be used to discover new career possibilities

3. Learn about some of the commonly used ways of grouping occupations.

Setting the Stage

Classroom discussion can involve asking students to think of 3 careers that are related to one another.  Select students to present their 3 careers and describe why they think they are related.  Introduce the idea of career clusters and explain their importance.  Choose a career cluster and have students suggest careers that might fit into the cluster. For your reference, the career clusters used in Career Cruising are the following:

Architecture & Construction



Law & Government

Arts & Culture





Medical & Health

Business & Finance




Science & Engineering

Computers & Telecom



Service Industry

Education & Social Services



Skilled Trades

Fashion & Design




Sports & Recreation

Transportation & Natural Resources

Starting the program

CD-ROM:  Click on the START button, then select PROGRAMS from the menu that appears above it.  Select CAREER CRUISING 2002 from the Programs menu.  Finally, select CAREER CRUISING 2002.

Web Version: Click on your web browser.  Type www.careercruising.com into the web address box at the top of the screen, then press ENTER on your keyboard.  Next, enter your school’s username and password, and click on START CAREER CRUISING.

Worksheet for Activity #7 – Career Clusters Research Project

From the Main screen, click on EXPLORE CAREERS, then click on SEARCH BY CLUSTER.

Choose a Cluster that interests you.

Optional: Click on the level of education you are planning on pursuing – high school, university or college/technical/vocational.

Scroll through the list and click on a career that interests you.

Career:_______________________________


1. Read JOB DESCRIPTION and WORKING CONDITIONS.  Answer the following questions:

What do people in this career do?

Where do you think they work?  Who do they work with?


2. Click on EARNINGS and CAREER PATH (be sure to see Level 1, Level 2, etc).  Investigate the following:

What salaries do people in this career earn?

How does their job change as they gain more experience and seniority (i.e. as they go from Level 1 to Level 2, etc.)?

Click on RELATED JOBS.  Click on a career that interests you.

Career:_______________________________


3. Read JOB DESCRIPTION and WORKING CONDITIONS.  Answer the following questions:

What do people in this career do?

Where do they work and whom do they work with?


4. Click on EARNINGS and CAREER PATH (be sure to see Level 1, Level 2, etc).  Investigate the following:

What salaries do people in this career earn?

How does their job change as they gain more experience and seniority (i.e. as they go from Level 1 to Level 2, etc.)?

Summary – Your Views


5. Now that you have learned a little about these two related careers, answer the following questions:

What is similar about the two careers?

Which career do you think you would like more?  Why?

