Michelle Ang, aka Lori Lee joined us for a live chat. 

rob walsh 

How does Australia compare with New Zealand? 

Michelle Ang 

Melbourne is similar to Wellington which is where I come from, so that's good. 

Carl Taylor 

What was it like playing a person in a wheelchair? 

Michelle Ang 

It was a really interesting experience. I visited a spinal unit to prepare for that role and made great friends with a girl called Danielle who was going through pretty much what Lori is. 

Michelle Ang 

It was a real eyeopener. 

Sharon Cook 

How do you feel about your own fame and what is it like working with other famous actors? Do you ever get starstruck? 

Michelle Ang 

I used to watch Neighbours when I was little, so when I met Ian Smith who plays Harold, I was starstruck, but really the rest of the guys are ordinary people.

Michelle Ang 

The whole fame thing is still a bit new to me really, I'm still trying to get used to it. 

nick steedman 

Is it good to jump straight into such a complex story line, with you and Nina? 

Michelle Ang 

Definitely. I love the meaty storylines and I had lots of fun playing that one. The writers went to town with Lori so it was great. 

Michelle Ang 

Nina is a very interesting character as well though. 

Lydia Lythgoe 

What would you do in a real life situation with jack and nina? 

Michelle Ang 

I don't think I'd be as nice as Lori, she's given Jack and Nina a lot of chance. 

Michelle Ang 

She's a smart chick but she puts a lot of trust in her friends so I think she's hoping her worst fears don't come true.

Stormy Child 

How do you compare to the character you play? Do you think that Lori's a bit guillible not to see what's going on between Jack and Nina? 

Michelle Ang 

Yes but then I think I've been told I can be a bit gullible sometimes. I'd like to think I have more sensitivity than Lori. 

tom craig 

How did you get into acting? When did you start? 

Michelle Ang 

I was a dancer before I got into acting. 

Michelle Ang 

I always had a love of performing and I used to perform for Mum and Dad. I did lots of plays and was on a TV show called Young Entertainers. 

Michelle Ang 

From there I was just offered jobs and then, last year, I found myself working in Neighbours. 

Michelle Ang 

The casting director came to check out New Zealand actors and I went for an audition, then got a callback a few months later. It was great.

Kate McGannon 

What is it like to work with Jay who plays your boyfriend Jack on the show? 

Michelle Ang 

I have to say a lot of girls would be pretty jealous - he's a really good guy and I'm so lucky to have worked with another Kiwi too, we knew what each other was going through. It was an easy working relationship. 

Glenn Jones 

If you could play any other character in neighbours, why would you play and why? 

Michelle Ang 

I've never even thought about this! Karl makes me laugh all the time so maybe him, although I wouldn't be as funny! 

Steph Greenwich 

Are you still in contact with Delta now she is a famous pop star? 

Michelle Ang 

Not really no. She has tight security and I didn't get her new mobile number when I left, but I caught up with her when I was back there for the Logies recently.

Simon Young 

How did you manage to get a part on a Neighbours and what tips would you give other up coming actors and actresses to be successful? 

Michelle Ang 

They came to NZ looking for actors and I did a general audition, then they came back to me after that. My advice would be to get as much experience as you can, get stuck in and don't lose sight of your dreams. 

Steven Marshall 

Who is your best friend on set? Do you fancy any of the other characters? 

Michelle Ang 

The people who are closer to my age I hang out with - and all the boys I work with are pretty spunky really, I couldn't choose one!

Ellie Andrews 

What is the best thing about playing Lori? 

Michelle Ang 

Simply that she's such an enthusiastic and vibrant character, and that keeps me excited about what's going on. 

Jen pitkin 

Which member of the cast are you closest to and do you go out with them after hours? 

Michelle Ang 

Jay because I lived with him and we didn't know anyone in Melbourne. Carla Bonner used to pop around every now and then, she's great. 

David McGuinness 

Is it not really weird having to be in character so often? Does it not confuse you when talking to other cast members? It would drive me crazy! 

Michelle Ang 

It's not so much other cast members, it's when people in the street forget you might be different to your character.

Susan 

How do you feel about being, really the first and only ethnic person to be show cased on Neighbours? Did you think that maybe they should have introduced an aboriginal character? 

Michelle Ang 

Susan, that's an interesting point. It's a really good step, the world is multi-cultural now and it's great, it's been good for me and I've had positive feedback. 

Michelle Ang 

An aboriginal character would be a really good step. There's a Greek character at present ... 

Michelle 

Do you think you have learned anything new about acting since joining neighbours? 

Michelle Ang 

I've learnt a lot from the older characters, like working with the lady who plays Lyn Scully.

rachel johnson 

Which other storyline past or present would you have liked to try and why? 

Michelle Ang 

I think everyone would like to have been Kylie! 80s is making a comeback in fashion now so I wouldn't mind having the Charlene hairdo. 

soph c 

Would you ever go in the music business? 

Michelle Ang 

I don't know. It hasn't really occurred to me yet but I don't think I would do anything outstandingly classy like Holly, Delta, Kylie etc ... 

Michelle Ang 

Maybe I'll do a punk rock album! 

Sam, nsw: 

How do u cope living with jay as well as being his girlfriend on the show? Do u get along? Is there any real chemistry or are you both just good mates? 

Michelle Ang 

Sam, We're just both good mates. When we first did interviews everyone was surprised we lived together. I see him when he's happy, grumpy ... I know him v well.

Helen Melon 

What's the hardest challenge you've come across whilst working on neighbours? 

Michelle Ang 

The long hours really, having to wake up really early in the morning and do a full days work. I was also doing university so I would have had to study when I got home too so it was a bit tiring. 

Michelle Ang 

It required a bit of hard work on my behalf! 

Charlotte 

Do you get nervous when you have to do a screen kiss? 

Michelle Ang 

Charlotte, I used to get really nervous. It's strange because it's all choreographed so all the intimate stuff gets thrown out of it, so it's not too bad. 

Matt C 

How long do you hope to be part of neighbours? what other career aspirations do you have? 

Michelle Ang 

I've actually finished on Neighbours, just taking a bit of breather, going back to university. 

Michelle Ang 

I definitely want to keep acting but whether that's in Australia or maybe London I have no idea!

Fred Burns 

In the scene where you slipped at the pool, was it actually you doing the stunt ? 

Michelle Ang 

Fred, It was a mixture of the two - I did the run and the foot slip, and me falling into the pool. My stunt double was amazing, she made it really work! 

Jacob Zanoni 

Catherine: How did you feel getting nominated for a logie so quickly after coming to australia? 

Michelle Ang 

Jacob, I was totally blown away. I was joking with the publicist that I didn't really know what the Logies were until recently. Thanks to everyone who voted. 

Sinead Conroy 

What has been your most memorable moment on the show? 

Michelle Ang 

Sinead, it would have been on my first day when I was riding a bike and I went over a bump and I went over the handlebars and fell off - not bad eh!

Steffi Smith 

If you hadn't started acting which career would you have chosen? 

Michelle Ang 

I'm quite interested in design, maybe fashion design, but I'm doing a chemistry degree at university. 

Simon Young 

Do you have any special skills such as Belly dancing? 

Michelle Ang 

Maybe if I had enough gin and tonics! No, I'm pretty untalented when it comes to party tricks and things! 

Ashley Winters 

There was a lot of speculation about you getting the part of Cho Chang in Harry Potter films, is this true? 

Michelle Ang 

I've never even heard of that character before! I don't know anything about that ... sorry guys. 

Michelle Ang 

If anyone's offering me a role in Harry Potter, let me know!

Kate 

If you could pick any storyline for Lori what would it be? 

Michelle Ang 

The way it gets resolved eventually is very interesting as it's not the typical cliche resolution to a love triangle. She deals with things quite unexpectedly, like most people wouldn't, so that's good. 

Michelle Ang 

You might have an idea but there's a few twists and turns along the way. 

Dave Meek 

Which has been your favourite show that you appeared on and what would yuo like to appear in if you could choose any? 

Michelle Ang 

Every show that I've done is so different. The Tribe was cool because I got to dress up like a punk, Neighbours is brilliant obviously. 

Michelle Ang 

Xena was great too - I was responsible for Xena's death so probably lots of people hate my guts! 

vonnie smith 

Do you feel it will be hard now carrying on with another career other than acting seeing as you are very well known?

Michelle Ang 

I don't know. The thing about living in NZ is that nobody really recognises you, the TV industry is very small, so I've been quite sheltered here. 

Annabel P 

Which actors/actresses do you admire the most and who has given you inspiration to do what you do? 

Michelle Ang 

I really admire Edward Norton, his performances are very intense. And Kevin Spacey. There's lots of females out there too who are great. 

Steve 

Any plans to do panto in the UK this year? 

Michelle Ang 

I didn't know what panto was until I went to Neighbours! Maybe I will. I'd really like to be in something like Aladdin - play a princess! 

john loughlin 

: Receantly the actors who played Madge Bishop and Joel samuals have began acting in British programs if offered michelle would you consider it and are there any british programs you would like to be in? 

Michelle Ang 

I would. I know The Bill and Coronation Street, but I don't think I'd do that so well. 

Michelle Ang 

I've seen a few Crossroads episodes too and they were good. I'd love to work on your side of the world.

jimbo simpson 

Is it true you once saved a young child from being run over, risking your own life? 

Michelle Ang 

No, I'd like to think if I was in that situation I'd be able to, but not that I remember. 

Alice Riddi 

Whats it like acting along side the older known charactors such as Harolad and Lou? 

Michelle Ang 

They have a lot to teach you and it's funny because everyone thinks they'd be the most sensible but it's totally the opposite. Ian Smith made me crack up in a scene and the director told me off. 

Michelle Ang 

They're a lot of fun to work with! 

Simon Young 

: Do your friends treat you the same now at University knowing that you have acted in a successful soap? 

Michelle Ang 

Yeah, my best friend is here with me now! We just hang out. I do get double-takes at uni but that's about it. I'm kept grounded which I love them for.

chris Harper 

What are your favourite soaps, from which you feel you can draw inspiration? 

Michelle Ang 

Shortland Street, which is a New Zealand one, that's the only one over here. Neighbours of course. I don't watch many soaps, I watch drama series a bit more than soaps. 

Kim Harrison 

Have you considered changing genre and working in a sitcom for example, rather than a soap? 

Michelle Ang 

I don't think I'd be funny enough! 

Michelle Ang 

I don't think I'd be a good comedian. I'm naturally clumsy but that gets boring. I like drama though, drama and film. 

visitor becs 

What's your favourite country and why? 

Michelle Ang 

becs - Out of the ones I've been to so far, I'd have to say Malaysia where my grandparents are from - fantastic food and beautiful beaches.

craig wainwright 

Whats the worst job you`ve ever had to do? 

Michelle Ang 

Craig - I had to work in a coffee place, it wasn't my most pleasurable experience. I'm not a good coffee maker. 

rachel johnson 

Would you ever consider changing to another rival australian soap such as home and away? 

Michelle Ang 

No I don't think so. Neighbours or nothing I think. 

Michelle Ang 

I'd rather stick with the Neighbours crew. 

Simon Young 

Dish the dirt on your fellow actors, who has the worst habbits? 

Michelle Ang 

I know all Jay's habits, so that's not fair really! One of his bad habits ... he uses a clean towel every time, and they end up in a pile in the bathroom. He does wash them but not without a bit of stockpiling first!

Laura Dunks 

YOu are doing a chemistry degree - do you plan to pursue a career with it aswell as acting? 

Michelle Ang 

I'm one of those people who need to keep their brain ticking over and chemistry seems to make it really go. I'm taking it because it interests me. 

cammy millard 

what will you miss most when you leave? 

Michelle Ang 

Hanging out with the people - you take it for granted that you're with your mates all day every day. They become your family just about. 

Michelle Ang 

Oh, and the shopping in Australia! 

Michelle Ang 

I'm enjoying living the grungey student life now though! 

Becky Brooks 

What sort of music are you into? 

Becky Brooks 

Do you still keep in touch with the other cast members of the Tribe? 

Michelle Ang 

Becky, Absolutely everything. I enjoy hip hop but I like ambient music too. A bit of rock to keep it all up. The only thing I don't really like is country and western and opera.

Nicola, york: 

What was it like starring in xena warrior princess along side lucy lawless in the last ever xena episode, did you enjoy it? 

Michelle Ang 

Yes actually, all the ones in NZ. I know what they're up to! 

Michelle Ang 

Nicola, I was blown away with it. Lucy is one of the famous Kiwis and she's very popular so working alongside her was a little scary I guess. Filming it was a pleasure, it was like filming a feature film. 

Michelle Ang 

Everything was done in such detail, and I got to fight with the japanese swords and everything so it was brilliant fun. 

Greg Hedley 

if you were stranded on a desert island, which cast member would you want to be with? 

Michelle Ang 

Jay probably, but he's just not that handy really! 

Lorna Todd 

What are your hobbies and pastimes when you are not acting? 

Michelle Ang 

At least he'd make me laugh though and I wouldn't realise how hungry I was! 

Michelle Ang 

Lorna, shopping and flicking through fashion magazines, hanging out with friends and family.

Paul, Coventry: 

Do you miss having strange hairdo's like you did in the tribe? 

Michelle Ang 

Yeah. The Neighbours people were trying to make me dye my hair blue but I'd had that for three years so I kept it normal and boring. 

caroline blerb 

If you could keep one piece of the neighbours set as a memento, what would you choose, and why? 

Michelle Ang 

I'd want the whole coffee shop, or maybe just the jukebox at the back of it. 

Rach Goggins 

Have u any other family members in the entertainment business? 

Michelle Ang 

No. If you heard my mum sing in the shower you'd probably understand why! 

Michelle Ang 

My little sister is a good actress but younger than me so still at school. 

Kelly Kirwan 

Who has been the most influential person in your life? 

Michelle Ang 

My Mum and Dad - they were brought up in Malaysia and travelled over to NZ at a young age and I admire them for that. I'm keen to travel too. 

naomi smallman 

do you have any life time ambitions? 

Michelle Ang 

I really want to see as much of the world as I can and to meet Edward Norton, that would be really cool. I admire him!! 

cammy millard 

is it true that Harold Bishop is totally the opposite in real life and he rides a motorbike?

Michelle Ang 

You'd be surprised how different Ian Smith is to Harold, he definitely knows how to have more fun than Harold. 

Jenni Jo 

Do you like the clothes that lori wears? 

Michelle Ang 

Yes. I didn't want to be the tight boob tube and jeans girl because I didn't think I'd be able to pull it off and it's great that lori is more alternative. 

chrisfitz 

what film character would you love to have played? 

Michelle Ang 

I really enjoyed Amelie and that paid particular attention to individual human characteristics so that would have been good. 

Orla Reilly 

If you were invisible for a day, what would you do? 

Michelle Ang 

I'd have to go and do naughty things that you're not really allowed to do. Go backstage at a concert where Blue were playing maybe. go into parliament to see if the politicians actually do any work ...

