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AND THE RACE IS ON!! 


CHARLOTTE (BNS) As this reporter gets ready for the first ever NAHL Entry Draft, I thought it might be a good idea to let you know who is who on the floor this year. NAHL Central Scouting has the players listed, well, alphabetically. So here are the players that this reporter considers number one at each of their respective positions and why. Then we will throw in five freebis for you to gander at. 


Number One, Gordie Howe, 25 year old center: An overall 91 rating, Howe leads all players. Though pretty much a loner and not as quick as other players in the draft, Howe makes up for it in every other category. With six years until free agency, expect Howe to go quick. 


Number Two, Jaromir Jagr, 28 year old right wing: Although not as intense as some, as one of three 90 rated playes in the draft, Jagr's scoring ability is without question. Definately the premier right winger of the bunch. Look for Jagr to go in the top ten. 


Number Three, Chris Pronger, 26 year old defenceman: Don't expect a lot of goals from Pronger, but look for him to lead his team in assists. Chris is the complete defensive defenceman. 


Number Four, Keith Tkachuk, 28 year old left wing: At 28, Tkachuk brings a wealth of experience. Though rated 19th by the NAHL, he is the highest rated left winger. Look for him to go early. 


Number Five, Martin Broduer, 28 year old goalie: Though missing two categories, defence and scoring, Broduer is still rated 85. Every team need a Broduer. Will be the first keeper to go. 


Number Six, Mario Lemieux, 35 year old center: At 35, Lemieux wil be UFA at seasons end, but being a 90 rated center, he could be the catalyst to provide the MSJHL Championship to his team in his first season. 


Number Seven, Peter Forsberg, 27 year old center: This is the complete player. He does it all and takes the heat well. Alot of centers are up early and Forsberg may lead the way. 


Number Eight, Dominic Hasek, 35 year old goalie: Has everything Broduer has, then some. His age makes him pricey, but a team of pricey players could make you the champ. Could challenge Broduer for top goalie. 


Number Nine, Scott Stevens, 36 year old defenceman: Another member of the over the hil gang, trying resurrect his career. Are youo kidding me? Rated 99 in both leadership and experience, Stevens is secoond to none. Might be the number one dman in the bunch. 


Number Ten, Wayne Gretzky, 18 year old center: Here is your token rookie. Sure he has great numbers, but at 18 years old, his 81 Experience rating might be a little inflated. And even at that there are more than one hndered players with a higher rating in this category. If you are building to the future, he is the best in the group. 


These are my Top Ten. Now here they are in order. 


1 . Gordie Howe 


2 . Mario Lemieux 


3 . Jaromir Jagr 


4 . Scott Stevens 


5 . Wayne Gretzky 


6 . Chris Pronger 


7 . Keith Tkachuk 


8 . Dominic Hasek 


9 . Peter Forsberg 


10. Martin Broduer 


Take it or leave it, that is them. 


Billy Bob Jim Ray�Sports Editor�Charlotte Observer





