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the author’s selection of a particular word because its connation conveys the attitude of the speaker








Downhill I came, hungry, and yet not starved;�Cold, yet had heat within me that was proof�Against the North wind; tired, yet so that rest�Had seemed the sweetest thing under a roof The Owl Ed Thomas





Diction





It is the organization of words in a sentence to form phrases and clauses that make up the complete sentences.





Be slowly lifted up, thou long black arm,�Great Gun towering towards Heaven, about to curse;�Sway steep against them, and for years rehearse Wilfred Owen�Huge imprecations like a blasting charm!





Syntax





two or more balancing statements with phrases, clauses, or paragraphs of similar length and grammatical structure.





Richard II when King Richard laments his unfortunate position I'll give my jewels for a set of beads, My gorgeous palace for a hermitage, My gay apparel for an almsman's gown, My figured goblets for a dish of wood: Shakespeare





Parallelism





language that tells information or tells what is happening.





The rising sun crawled over the ridge and slithered across the hot barren terrain  Tales of the West Kip Rivers





Detail





the attitude that the speaker (persona) takes toward his or her subject.





X





Tone





opposition, or contrast of ideas or words in a balanced or parallel construction.








Extremism in defense of liberty is no vice, moderation in the pursuit of justice is no virtue. Barry Goldwater





Antithesis





an implied comparison between two unlike things





Life's but a walking shadow; a poor player,�That struts and frets his hour upon the stage. Shakespeare, Macbeth





Metaphor





language that is used to express more than the literal meaning of the words.�





Robert Burns, My luv is a red, red rose





Figurative Language





Language that actively involves the reader’s senses. Imagery shows; it doesn’t just tell.





William Butler Yeats's "The Second Coming" offers a powerful image of encroaching anarchy:�Turning and turning in the widening gyre�The falcon cannot hear the falconer;�Things fall apart....





Imagery





a form of narrative in which the characters and often the setting represent moral qualities, general concepts, or other abstractions





Edmund Spenser's the Faerie Queene.





Allegory 





anything that is used to represent something else





William Butler Yeats


A storm-beaten old watch-tower,


A blind hermit rings the hour.


All-destroying sword-blade still


Carried by the wandering fool.


Gold-sewn silk on the sword-blade,


Beauty and fool together laid








Symbol





a comparison between two unlike things indicated by the use of “like” or “as





My love is as a fever, longing still�For that which longer nurseth the disease, Shakespeare, Sonnet CXLVII





Simile





a symbolic representation in art of a deeply felt pattern of human experience. Archetypes exist in our minds as symbolic ways of organizing our experiences





Archetypal Adam





Archetype





a sudden turn from the general audience to address a specific group or person or personified abstraction absent or present.





For Brutus, as you know, was Caesar's angel.�Judge, O you gods, how dearly Caesar loved him. Shakespeare, Julius Caesar








Apostrophe





repetition of the same sound beginning several words in sequence





Let us go forth to lead the land we love. J. F. Kennedy, Inaugural





Alliteration





associated or implied meanings that cluster around the literal meaning of a word.�





his neighbor from getting to know each other, a force prohibiting involvement (connotation) Robert Frost





Connotation





repetition of the same sound in words close to each other.








O fortunatam natam me consule Romam! Cicero de consulatu








Assonance





reference to a person, place, event, literary work, work of art with which the reader is presumed to be familiar





 Not charioted by Bacchus and his pards, John Keats Ode to Nightingale





Allusion





a less important character is placed in a situation that parallels a more important one, in order that the latter may stand out in a clearer relief through comparison and contrast.





The angry hothead Hotspur in Henry IV, Part I, is the foil to the cool and calculating Prince Hal.


Shakespeare 





Foil





the literal or dictionary definition of a word.�





The wall, in this case, is both a boundary (denotation) Robert Frost





Denotation





the repetition of consonants in the middle or end of words in a sentence or line of poetry.�





He fumbles at your spirit�    As players at the keys�Before they drop full music on;�    He stuns you by degrees HE FUMBLES AT YOUR SPIRIT Emily Dickenson





Consonance 





To say one thing, but it means the opposite





Mother comes into the TV room and discovers her 11-year-old watching South Park instead of doing his homework, as he was set to a dozen minutes ago.  Pointing to the screen she says, "Don't let me tempt you from your duties, kiddo, but when you're finished with your serious studies there, maybe we could take some time out for recreation and do a little math."





Verbal Irony





the effect of implying a meaning quite different from the apparent or surface meaning





Yet Brutus says he was ambitious;�And Brutus is an honorable man. Shakespeare, Julius Caesar





Irony





a statement that is greatly exaggerated for the purposes of implying emphasis or humor.





My vegetable love should grow�Vaster than empires, and more slow;�An hundred years should got to praise�Thine eyes and on thine forehead gaze;�Two hundred to adore each breast,�But thirty thousand to the rest. Andrew Marvell, "To His Coy Mistress"





Hyperbole





the opposite of hyperbole





"Blood hath been shed ere now."


Macbeth Shakespeare





Understatement





The audience has more knowledge of a character's situation than the character on stage





Romeo killing himself because he thinks Juliet is dead but she is only asleep. Romeo and Juliet Shakespeare





Dramatic Irony





out differently than what is expected





Range-Finding: Irony of situation when the spider is disturbed by a bullet but finds it unimportant





Situational Irony








