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Things Fall Apart Journal
Character Sketches:
Okonkwo: Okonkwo is the tragic hero of Things Fall Apart. He is the main character and the story revolves around the tragedy of his life. In the beginning Okonkwo is a hard working man who runs his farm very strictly. He fears being like his father who he feels was a failure in life because he was weak. Okonkwo has three wives and many children. Okonkwo is famous to his people because he was a really good wrestler and he threw the Cat. Okonkwo had nothing when he began farming and he had to do extra work because he was left nothing by his father. A terrible thing that Okonkwo does is when he kills his son Ikemefuna. This is the beginning of a tragic life for Okonkwo. Later on he accidentally kills a boy and he is forced to leave the village. Okonkwo’s life is in complete failure now because he has lost so much. After staying away for seven years, Okonkwo is allowed to return. When he does there are white missionaries there. The missionaries make life hard for Okonkwo. He does not like their ways and they do not like that he is resistant. What makes Okonkwo very upset if the fact that his son Nwoye is taken in by the missionaries and he converts to them. Okonkwo and a couple other men are taken captive by the missionaries, for being against them. They are disgraced by them and are finally let free. Okonkwo and the others plan to attack the missionaries. Okonkwo goes and he kills one of the missionaries. Then he hangs himself. This is a very tragic end for Okonkwo. He has done wrong and he punished himself. He is now considered a disgrace by his people because suicide is a disgraceful thing. He ends up like his father who he was trying to escape being the most. 
Nwoye: Nwoye is one of Okonkwo’s main sons. He is taught many things by Okonkwo as a boy. Okonkwo does like this son but he considers him a little too much like his own father. Nwoye is the son of Okonkwo’s first wife. Nwoye was very close to his brother Ikemefuna who was killed by Okonkwo. This hurts Nwoye because he loses someone he loved a lot and grew up with. Nwoye goes with Okonkwo along with the rest of the family, to the village where he is banished to. Nwoye is fine with life there, but when the missionaries come, things change. Nwoye is captivated by the missionaries the first time he meets with them. They accept him and convert him. He adopts the new name of Isaac. After this he never returns to Okonkwo.
Ikemefuna: Ikemefuna is a son that is given to Okonkwo because he is a child of a neighboring village that they were at war with. Okonkwo likes Ikemefuna a lot because he is very intelligent. Okonkwo does not show this affection physically but he does like Ikemefuna a lot. But Ikemefuna had to be killed by the village because he was not one of them. They take him away one night and attack him. As he is dying he runs back to Okonkwo. Hoping for comfort in his last moments, but receives a quicker death. Okonkwo killed him because he did not want to seem weak. After this Okonkwo grieved by himself for many days in sorrow of Ikemefuna’s death. This is what causes Okonkwo’s tragedy to begin
Ekwfei: Ekwfei is one of Okonkwo’s three wives and is the mother of Ezimma. Okonkwo is not very close to any of his wives, but there is one time where he has an experience with Ekwfei. This occurs when Ezimma is sick and the Oracle takes her up into the hills. Ekwfei follows the Oracle in fear of what she may do to Ezimma. Okonkwo also follows. This showed that he cared about Ekwfei and Ezimma. 
Ezimma: Ezimma is one of Okonkwo’s daughters. Okonkwo is very fond of her and likes the way she acts. Many times he wishes that she was a boy. The Oracle of the village is also very found of Ezimma. She refers to her as her own daughter. When Ezimma is sick and is taken away by the Oracle, she is returned and her health improves. Ezimma continues to grow up in the book and when she returns with Okonkwo after his banishment, she is much older and she is refereed to as being very beautiful. She is offered to be the bride of many men there. 
Obierika: Obierika is Okonkwo’s closest friend in his village. Okonkwo and Obierika are very different. Obierika is someone who thinks many things out instead of taking immediate action like Okonkwo. Obierika is like a foil to Okonkwo because Obierika’s actions are a comparison to Okonkwo’s. This helps us understand Okonkwo’s feelings a little more. Obierika also has a different family life from Okonkwo. Okonkwo runs his household through fear where Obierika is a little nicer and treats his family better. Obierika is also more successful than Okonkwo. This may be because Obierika had a father who left him something unlike Okonkwo. Also Obierika does not live in fear of becoming like his father as Okonkwo fears of becoming his own father. Obierika overall provides a good foil to Okonkwo. 

Achebe chose the first few lines from the Second Coming poem by WB Yeats because Okonkwo can be related with the falcon and how the falcon begins to drift away and that causes him to become lost and then center to not hold. This becomes part of the story because Okonkwo drifts away from his tribe when he is exiled and then the white men come and take over the village. If Okonkwo had been there they would not have had such an easy time of controlling the village. Then things fell apart. 
Notes about Things Fall Apart

· Groundbreaking work of art

· Written by Chinua Achebe in 1958

· Influenced many African writers

· Some Africans criticized the story because it was written in English
· The groups the people lived in were called Ibo’s

· The Ibos had no kings or supreme ruler.

· The Ibo was created to keep life equal for all who lived there

· Men had to distribute wealth to win titles in the communities

· Some women had authority in some tribes
· They were not all unequal

· They had a place in the market

· If there was abuse made toward a woman, they could get back at the abuser by doing many things

· A persons Chi is their spiritual double

· Ani was the goddess of the earth

· Agbala was the oracle
· The oracle plays a large part in decisions made by the tribes

· Storytelling was very common

· There were many different types of story telling

· The currency of the Ibo was cowrie shells 

· Kola and Chalk are given so symbolize intimacy between the guest and the host

· The talking drums were created for rituals and music entertainment

· Main crops were Yams and palm oil
· Edema is a disease that affects the kidneys or the heart

· Malaria was also a disease, It causes a fever and comes from mosquitoes

· The Mmo was the community of the Living and the dead

· Christian missionaries tried to come into Nigeria and help the peoples
· Osu was the lowest class of people in the Ibo

· Bicycles were called Iron Horses by the villagers

Our Society 
The cornerstones of American society are probably freedom and the individual. Life in America is centered on the individual and the development of the individual. Freedom also because there are all the free things people in America can do.

Strange things in American culture could be things like clothing, or personal possessions. Many Americans almost worship there material possessions and this is a thing that might not be very common at all in many other countries that do not have many personal possessions. People are too much for the things the purchase. Some even are obsessed with having material possessions that they buy so many things it’s unbelievable.  
W.B. Yeats –The Second Coming
Believed that the world had cycles, and every 500 years something major would happen in the world, something that would change the course of mankind. In 500 BC the rise of the Roman empire and Greece was at its height. At 0 BC there is the birth of Christ. 500 AD middle ages. 1000 AD 1500 AD 2000 AD?

The Second Coming
 -- W. B. Yeats


Turning and turning in the widening gyre 
The falcon cannot hear the falcone
r; 
Things fall apart
; the centre cannot hold; 
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world, 
The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere 
The ceremony of innocence is drowned; 
The best lack all convictions, while the worst 
Are full of passionate intensity
. 


Surely some revelation is at hand
; 
Surely the Second Coming is at hand. 
The Second Coming! Hardly are those words out 
When a vast image out of Spiritus Mundi
Troubles my sight: somewhere in sands of the desert 
A shape with lion body and the head of a man, 
A gaze blank and pitiless as the sun, 
Is moving its slow thighs, while all about it 
Reel shadows of the indignant desert birds. 
The darkness drops again; but now I know 
That twenty centuries 
of stony sleep 
Were vexed to nightmare by a rocking cradle, 
And what rough beast, its hour come round at last, 
Slouches towards Bethlehem to be born? 

Okonkwo’s tragic flaw is his pride, Hubris which is excessive pride. Also fear of being weak. 
�Second coming of Christ, many biblical references


�The falcon rotates around the man. Then the falcon gets farther from it. Then it flies away


The centre can never hold


�Title of Book, Author got the title from this poem


�Entire world is changed around


�Reference to the book of revelations. This is the chapters where the world ends


�Since Christ first coming


�Something bad coming





