Romeo and Juliet Journal

Shakespeare
· Born April 23 1564. 
· Died April 23 1616 on his 52nd birthday
· Regarded as the greatest writer in the English language

· Wrote 37 plays

· His characters are ones people can relate to

· Father was John Shakespeare, his mother was Mary Arden

· Married to Anne Hathaway and had 3 children
· Named Susana, Judith, and Hamnet

· He wrote both comedies and tragedies

· Famous comedies include A Midsummer’s Night Dream, As You Like It
· Famous tragedies were Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth, Hamlet, Julius Cesar, and King Lear.
Shakespeare’s theater

· Was called the Globe

· Was three storied

· Eight sided

· With an open area in the center and the stage around

· Could hold up to two thousand people

Background to Drama

· Origins of drama date back to 500 BC

· Early drama consisted of a chorus

· Dramas were presented at festivals

· On stage there would be a group of individuals on stage chanting/singing a “story”

· Thespis came along and created actors to carry on the story

· Chorus would act as “the voice of the people” 
· Chorus is brought back by Shakespeare for Rome and Juliet

Shakespeare’s Style

· Pun: a single word with multiple meanings. Used puns a lot.( 4 examples from book)
· Double Entendre: a phrase with multiple meanings. (4 examples from book)
· Extended Metaphor: very common in Shakespeare. Chooses a subject and uses a series of metaphors that involve that one subject. ( 3 examples from book(do not copy exactly))

· Poetry: he wrote in poetry. 
· Dominant style: Blank Verse, does not rhyme, instead follows rhythmic patterns

· Iambic Pentameter: 

· Iamb consists of two syllables: the front one is unstressed U and the second one is stressed `.
· Follows pattern for every ten lines

· Aside: a comment made on stage that is only intended for the audience or select individuals on stage. 

· Soliloquy: a long speech given on stage when a character is alone and the key of them being alone is that they can express their true feelings. 

· Sonnet: Shakespearian sonnets follows a very strict format
· Has 14 lines

· It is written in iambic pentameter

· It has a rhyme scheme  ABAB CDCD EFEF GG

· The last two lines are a couplet 

· Also follows a thematic structure: the 1st eight lines in a Shakespearian sonnet pose a problem, question, or concern, next 4 lines try to resolve question problem or concern, last two lines provide a commentary to the rest of the poem
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-Tragedy: one of the major forms of drama. The most respected form of drama. 

· Aristotle: was considered one of the great thinkers of his time.

· He wrote a book that defined a tragedy

· Characteristics of a Tragedy:
· The person had to fall from a high place. Characters had to be important/royalty

· Person has to be of integrity and or promise and or potential

· Must have a conscience 

· The person has to have choices

· Character must have a recognition

· Characters always DIE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

· A tragic flaw- not an action, a personality trait that leads the character to their downfall 

· Put it all together and you create- Pathos-emotional bond created between the audience and the hero. 

· Catharsis- purging. An emotional purging BY THE AUDIENCE 
Character Analysis:
Romeo: Romeo is the main character in Romeo and Juliet. The story partially revolves around Romeo. Romeo is from the Montague family. At first Romeo is very depressed due to unrequited love. Romeo ends this state of depression after he meets Juliet for the first time. When he does it is love at first sight. After their first meeting at the party, they meet again at the balcony. Romeo has to sneak into the Capulet house just to see Juliet. As the story progresses it becomes harder for Romeo to see Juliet. Finally they set a date to be married and they are. Soon after that Romeo is banished from Verona because he killed Tybalt. This causes major problems. Then Juliet is too be married to Paris so Juliet has to hide so that she wont have to be married to him. A letter is sent to Romeo to tell him where Juliet will be. The letter never reaches Romeo. Romeo’s friend tells him that he saw Juliet dead. So Romeo rushes back to Verona and goes to the Capulet burial chamber to find Juliet. But before that Romeo buys poison to kill himself because he no longer has a reason to live if Juliet is dead. When he gets there he sees Juliet looking dead, so he takes that poison and he dies. Juliet was not dead though. She wakes up and sees Romeo dead and then kills herself with Romeo’s dagger. The main tragic flaw that Romeo has is that he acts to quickly. Romeos haste is what leads him to his downfall. Some examples of his fast actions are when he buys fast acting poison and basically his romance with Juliet. Everything just goes too fast and there are so many consequences that come from it. Also so many things found have been prevented if they just slowed down.
Juliet:  Juliet is the other main character of Rome and Juliet. She is the person who loves Romeo very deeply and they are both strongly in love, but it ends in disaster. Juliet is part of the Capulet house. She lives a very sheltered life and she is not able to go out of her house because she didn’t really have any need to. At the Capulet party she sees Romeo and they instantly fall in love. This is the beginning of the last few days of her life, but some of her greatest because she is so strongly in love with Romeo. After the party she sends out Nurse to find Romeo. Romeo goes to Juliet at the balcony and they fall even more in love. After Romeo kills Juliet’s cousin Tybalt things get really bad. Romeo is forced to flee to Mantua. Juliet also experiences many more problems than that. She is being forced into marrying Paris. This is a problem because she loves Romeo and she dose not love Paris. Her parents get very mad at her for not wanting to marry Paris. Her father even threatens to kick her out. Even the Nurse tells her to just marry Paris. Juliet knows she cannot do this so she goes to Friar Lawrence for help. Friar Lawrence decides to give Juliet a potion that will make her seem dead but she will not really die. This is so she will be taken to her burial chamber and then Romeo can go and find her there. Friar Lawrence tries to tell Romeo through a letter, but he does not get it. Finally Romeo goes to Juliet and he sees her dead. He kills himself. Juliet is not dead though, and she wakes up and sees Romeo freshly dead. She takes Romeo’s dagger and kills herself. Juliet was affected by Romeo’s haste and that also got her killed. As mentioned before, many things would have been prevented if the characters took things much slower and thought things thorough a lot more
Benvolio: Benvolio belongs to the Montague family. He is Romeo’s cousin. In the beginning of the story he helps Romeo get through his problems with Rosaline. Benvolio went with Rome to the Capulet party. Benvolio is also someone who does not like the fighting that goes on between the families. He often tries to keep the peace between them by trying to prevent the fighting before it starts. 

Lady/Lord Montague: Lady and Lord Montague are Romeo’s parents. They are the heads of the Montague house. They do not play as large a role as Lord and Lady Capulet. In the beginning of the book they are worried about Romeo and his behavior. In the end of the book when Romeo and Juliet are discovered dead, Lord Montague tells them that Lady Capulet had died because she was too depressed by Romeo having to flee.
Friar Lawrence: Friar Lawrence is the man who tries to help Romeo and Juliet with there problems. He also it the one who married them. After Romeo is banished from Verona, Juliet goes to Friar Lawrence for help because she will be forced to marry Paris. Friar Lawrence gives her a potion to make her seem dead. This works for a little, but Friar Lawrence’s letter to Romeo to return to Verona did not reach him. Friar Lawrence returns to Juliet’s burial chamber and he tries to get her to escape. When she does not want to go Friar Lawrence flees.
Mercutio: Mercutio is a good friend of Romeo. He is of the Prince family and he is neutral to the feud. Mercutio also goes with Romeo to the Capulet party. Later on Mercutio and Tybalt get into a fight. At first it is just playful but then it intensifies. Romeo tries to stop the fight and by doing so he gets Mercutio stabbed by Tybalt’s sword. This kills Mercutio. He is the first of all the people to die. This is a start to the tragedy.  
Prince:  He is the head of the Prince family. In the beginning he stops a fight between the Capulet and Montague. He creates the law that says if the feuding continues anyone who is caught will be killed. Later on he exiles Romeo for killing Tybalt. Romeo is not killed because Tybalt was going to be killed anyways for killing Mercutio. At the end of the story when everyone comes together when Romeo and Juliet are dead. Prince also lost Paris at this time. 
Tybalt: Tybalt is from the Capulet family. He is Juliet’s cousin. Tybalt hates Romeo because he spotted him at the Capulet party. When Tybalt saw him he wanted to kill him right away but then Capulet stopped him. Later on Tybalt fights Mercutio and accidentally kills him. Romeo gets very mad at Tybalt and fights him. Romeo has to leave Verona because of this. Later on Romeo tries to apologize to Tybalt when he is the burial chamber with Juliet.
Nurse: The Nurse is a maid/servant in the Capulet house. The Nurse is the closest thing that Juliet has to a friend. She is able to tell the Nurse everything about her life and her troubles. After Juliet first meets Romeo, she sends Nurse out to find out more about him. During most of the story Nurse is able to comfort and support Juliet in many ways. The Nurse is very close to a mother to Juliet. Lady Capulet needs Nurse to communicate with Juliet. Juliet and Nurse fall apart when Nurse finally tells Juliet to give up with Romeo and marry Paris.
 Lord Capulet:  Lord Capulet is the head of the Capulet household. Capulet majorly affects Juliet’s life when he arranges her to be married to Paris. Juliet does not know of this at the time when it is arranged, but this marriage also affects the story greatly. When the time comes for the wedding to happen, Capulet moves the date up so it is sooner. This causes a problem because Juliet has to hide by taking Friar Lawrence’s potion and then she has to wait for Romeo. Because the date was moved up, there is less time to contact Romeo and then everybody is all mixed up and then Romeo and Juliet die.
Lady Capulet: She is married to Lord Capulet and is the mother of Juliet. She does not play a very large role in the story. She also is not a very strong mother for Juliet. Nurse filled that position for her. Lady Capulet wants Juliet to marry Paris too. She does not know about Juliet’s love for Romeo or any of her dealings with Romeo until it is too late and they are both discovered dead. There also is something between Lady and Lord Capulet that is they were married too young. This is vaguely brought up by Capulet when he is talking to Paris about him marrying Juliet.
Writing Style Examples:
Paradox: 1.Deceit should dwell in such a gorgeous palace

2. Spirit of a fiend in moral paradise of such sweet flesh
3. Book containing such vile matter so fairly bound
Oxymoron: 

1. That I must love a loathed enemy. 
2. O loving love, o brawling hate
3. Honorable villain

Extended Metaphor/Simile: 3

1. The part where Romeo and Juliet kiss for the first time. They talk about Romeo’s lips being pilgrims and Juliet’s are a scared place.

2. When Lady Capulet is talking about Pairs to Juliet. She describes him as a book and to understand the book you have to read it.
3. When Romeo is describing how brightly Juliet shines when he first sees her. He makes many references to things that stand out and are beautiful
Pun: 
1. SAMPSON Gregory, o' my word, we'll not carry coals. 

GREGORY No, for then we should be colliers. 

SAMPSON I mean, an we be in choler, we'll draw. 

GREGORY Ay, while you live, draw your neck out o' the collar.

4. And Death, not Romeo, take my maiden head.
5. ROMEO Not I, believe me: you have dancing shoes 
 With nimble soles: I have a soul of lead 
 So stakes me to the ground I cannot move
6. MERCUTIO No hare, sir; unless a hare, sir, in a lenten pie, 
 that is something stale and hoar ere it be spent. 

Double Entendre: 

1. SAMPSON True; and therefore women, being the weaker vessels, 
 are ever thrust to the wall: therefore I will push 
 Montague's men from the wall, and thrust his maids 
 to the wall. 

2. SAMPSON A dog of that house shall move me to stand: I will 
 take the wall of any man or maid of Montague's
3. SAMPSON My naked weapon is out: quarrel, I will back thee
4. SAMPSON Ay, the heads of the maids, or their maidenheads; 
 take it in what sense thou wilt. 
Quotation Diary:
Famous Quotes:

1. Alas that love, so gentle in his view, Should be so tyrannous and rough in proof! 

-Benvolio
2. I will make thy sawn a crow -Benvolio
3. My only love sprung from hate! Too early seen unknown, and known too late!-Juliet
4. He jests at scars that never felt a wound. But soft, what light thy yonder window breaks?

-Romeo

5. That which we call a rose By any other word would smell as sweet- Juliet

6. O, swear not by the moon, th’ inconstant moon, That monthly changes in her circled orb, Lest that thy love prove likewise variable. – Juliet

7. Love goes toward love as schoolboys from their books, But love from love, toward school with heavy looks. -Romeo

8. How silver-sweet sounds lovers’ tongues by night, Like softest music to attending ears 

-Romeo

9. Good night. Parting is such sweet sorrow That I shall sat “Good night” till it be morrow. 

-Juliet
10. …. never was a story more woe Than this of Juliet and her Romeo. –Prince
Quote Analysis: 
1. BENVOLIO “Part, fools! Put up your swords; you know not what you do.”
- This quote shows the character of Benvolio. Benvolio is a person who doesn’t like the fighting and tries to keep the peace. 

2.   I will make thy sawn a crow –Benvolio This is talking about Romeo and his love troubles with Rosaline. Benvolio is saying that he get make his problems become better.
3. My only love sprung from hate! Too early seen unknown, and known too late!-Juliet. This is when Juliet discovers that Romeo is a Montague. This is a large problem because these are the two families that hate each other.

4.  Do with their death bury their parents' strife. -The Chorus This statement explains that the death of Romeo and Juliet stops the feud. The families are reconciled and they no longer fight. 
5. ROMEO Tut, I have lost myself; I am not here; 
 This is not Romeo, he's some other where. This is describing Romeo when he is acting were sad because he has no love returned to him. 

6.  A plague on both your houses. –Mercutio This is when Mercutio is dying and he is saying his last words. He blames the feud for his death and that is why he says this. Both houses as in the Capulet and Montague.

 7. Romeo, I come! this do I drink to thee.- Juliet. This is when Juliet drinks her potion to make her look dead. This is showing that she is doing this for Romeo and her love for him remains strong. 
8. PARIS Beguiled, divorced, wronged, spited, slain! 
 Most detestable death, by thee beguil'd, 
 By cruel cruel thee quite overthrown! 
 O love! O life! not life, but love in death!  This is what Paris says after he discovers that Juliet is dead. He is very sad that she has died. He does not know that it is not true though.

9. BALTHASAR Then she is well, and nothing can be ill: 
 Her body sleeps in Capel's monument, 
 And her immortal part with angels lives. This is when Balthasar tells Romeo that he thinks Juliet is dead. This causes a problem because Romeo now rushes to Verona to see Juliet then kill himself. Many would claim that this is foolish on Balthasar’s part

10. Apothecary Put this in any liquid thing you will, 
 And drink it off; and, if you had the strength 
 Of twenty men, it would dispatch you straight.  This line is the Apothecary describing the poison that he has given Romeo. It is fast acting poison which shows that Romeo is a very fast acting person. If it was not then maybe he still would have had a chance.

11. Put not another sin upon my head- Romeo. This is what Romeo says to Paris when Paris won’t let him see Juliet. Romeo tells him to let him in or he will be killed. This line also shows Romeo has acknowledged his mistakes
12. O true apothecary! 
 Thy drugs are quick. Thus with a kiss I die.- Romeo. This is Romeo’s last line in the story. He takes the poison given by the apothecary and then he dies. His final action is to kiss Juliet. 

13. JULIET Go, get thee hence, for I will not away. This is Juliet telling the Friar that she will not run away, even though she has seen Romeo dead. She still loves him after all this and even though he is dead.

14. JULIET Yea, noise? then I'll be brief. O happy dagger! This is thy sheath;  there rust, and let me die. This is Juliet’s last line. She tries to kill herself by taking poison off of Romeo’s lips, but it doesn’t work. Then she takes his dagger and kills herself.
15. …. never was a story more woe Than this of Juliet and her Romeo. –Prince. This is the end of the book. Prince is wrapping everything up and saying that this was a tragedy.
Balcony Scene:

Famous Quotes:

· That which we call a rose By any other word would smell as sweet- Juliet

· Love goes toward love as schoolboys from their books, but love from love, toward school with heavy looks. –Romeo

· Romeo, Romeo wherefore art thou Romeo. Deny thy father and refuse thy name, Or if thou wilt not, be sworn my love, And I’ll no longer be Capulet.- Juliet

· But soft, what light through yonder window breaks.- Romeo

· Sweet, so would I. Yet I should kill thee with much cherishing. Goodnight, goodnight. Parting is such sweet sorrow. That I shall sat Good night till it me morrow. – Juliet
Interesting Images:

· Many images of light, flowers, and birds are used during the balcony scene.
Unusual Statements:

· Their statements about a few things are unusual
· Statements not corresponding much to the actual scene 
Things that Echo past statements

· Romeo confessing his entire love and devotion to Juliet and saying similar things he said about Rosaline 
Foreshadowing

· It talks about them denying there families and that is something that would be bad because they would probably die for doing that.
Intensity of the New Relationship

· Romeo and Juliet’s relationship is very intense seeing as it is only about a couple days old and they only really met at the party the other night.

· They make many declarations of love to each other and many promises of love. 
· This shows that their love is still very young but strong.

