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Homer:
· If he did in fact exists, it was from 900-800 BC

· Credited with two great works, the Iliad and the Odyssey

· Its been speculated that Homer may have been a women
· Also speculated that he is blind

The Oral Tradition

· This story was never meant to be published, it was meant to be spoken
· People called Rhapsodes would travel from town to town and tell stories

· The story is greatly affected by this.

**Characteristics of Oral Tradition
· Episodic- told in different Episode. People would come to town and tell their episode. This makes it easier to memorize, and for the people listening, they didn’t have to have heard any part before

· Written in Poetry- primarily rhythmic, Makes it easier for Rhapsodes to memorize and repeat
· Epithets- a description or descriptive words that come before someone’s name. This makes it more interesting and helps people remember the name

1. “All that makes up the exploits of the enduring Odysseus.”

2. “The dear son of godlike Odysseus.”
3. “The long-suffering great Odysseus ate and drank.”

· Homeric or Epic similes- Homer from Homer, epic because the poem is an epic. This is a very long extended simile. Adds to the story
1.  Furious to kill in the fight and battle, even so you could drive their cattle and fat sheep away.
2. No reason for him to board a fast ship, which was like horses for men on a salt sea.
· Formal Rhetoric- a long speech, Used to the rhapsodies advantage because it makes it easier to deliver, and memorize easier. 
1. At the part when Odysseus arrives to Polyphemus’ island, Polyphemus gives a formal rhetoric that describes his past life on the island.

· Repetition-  they kept repeating over and over again, this could have been used to make it easier for the rhapsodies to carry over information

1. When Odysseus is beginning his journey there is repetition of where he is traveling to and how long he will take until the journey reaches an end.
· Evoking of the Muse: this is when the author or writer talks to the muse and tells them to tell about the story they have written.
· Epic: It is a very long poem. It contains an entire story and has characters and plots

Background Info
· The Odyssey and the Iliad are fictional stories based on real life battles

· The Trojan War is a story about the Greeks fighting Troy

· They were battling over control of the Mediterranean Sea

· Before the Trojan War- Helen was considered the most beautiful women on Earth and because of that she had many people courting her. Three main men- Menelaus, Agamemnon(these two are brothers), and Odysseus(just a friend)-all try to win over Helen. They realize that anyone who ends up with her will have a difficult life because many people will want to take her, so they make a pact-that if one of those three ever ends up marrying Helen-if something happens to her the others will help get her back. Menelaus ends up with Helen. 
King and Queen of troy are told that their son will be the downfall of Troy. They give it to a Shepard and tell him to kill the baby. The Shepard raises Paris as a Shepard, not knowing of his royal ancestry

The gods are having a party, the goddess Eris is not invited because she causes chaos. She gets very upset, so she decides to cause a little problem. She walks into the party and throws out a golden apple that says “To the fairest” Three goddesses of Athena, Hera, and Aphrodite fight of this. They find Paris to make the decision. The goddesses bribe Paris. Hera offers him power, Athena offers Paris wisdom and knowledge, and Aphrodite offers him love. He gives Aphrodite the apple. He chooses Helen to love. Helen goes with Paris. Paris returns to Troy knowing that he is the son of the King. Helen is known as “The Face that Launched a Thousand Ships” All them men who made the pact know go to fight Troy.
The Trojan horse was the way Odysseus defeated Troy. After loosing one of their great warriors they lost most hope of winning the war.  Odysseus created the horse for the Trojans to believe that they had won and that this was a gift. Therefore, they brought the horse into the city. Odysseus was clever and hid all the men in the horse and when it was late at night they came out and destroyed Troy. The Trojan horse was one of Odysseus’ greatest accomplishments.
The Odyssey Movie/Book

· Stringing of the bow is very important because Odysseus retakes Penelope. Kills all the suitors with his son. 

· Penelope when she finally meets Odysseus again she thinks it is a trick from the gods. Therefore, she tests him. She makes Odysseus sleep outside in the hall. The tree is part of the bed. He gets mad at the fact that they would have to ruin the tree/bed. This proves that he knows the secret of the tree. `
Short Response Characters:


Aeolus: He is the god of wind. He gives Odysseus a bag of wind when the go onto his island. He also gives Odysseus some advice and gives him some wind to travel faster. The bag of wind plays a large part in the story because it is not supposed to be opened but the crew members open it and they are blown far away from Ithaca.


Charybdis: Charybdis is a large monster that lives under water. When it opens and closes its mouth it creates a whirlpool. There are two paths that Odysseus must take and he chooses the one opposite of Charybdis because it would have killed his entire crew.

Lotus Eaters: theses people live on one of the many islands that Odysseus travels to. They are people who eat the Lotus plant. The plant gives them a high and they live “freely”. The crew goes here and they too eat the plant.      

Scylla: Scylla is the other monster next to Charybdis. Odysseus travels to it because it would only kill 6 of his men. That is exactly what it does. This is where the most men are killed. Odysseus had to sacrifice 6 of his men instead of the rest of the ship and the crew.


Sirens: the Sirens are these monsters like creatures that sing beautiful song that lure ships and their crew into a deadly island with rocks and lead many of them to crash and sink. Odysseus and his crew escape the Sirens by plugging their ears with wax.


Teiresias: He is a blind prophet that is dead and Odysseus has to travel to the underworld, Hades, to find him and ask him for advice. He is told to do this by Circe when he is on her island.


Helios: He is the god of the sun but he also takes care of Zeus’ cattle on an island. When Odysseus’ crew reaches the island they kill one of the cattle and Helios tells Zeus. Zeus hurls a thunderbolt at their boat and it is destroyed.


Hermes: Hermes is the messenger god that helps Odysseus throughout the book. He gives him messages and helps him in his journey. Hermes is the one that comes to Calypso’s island and tells her to free Odysseus,


Zeus: Zeus is the King of all the gods and he does not play that large of a part in the novel. His one significant role is when he destroys Odysseus’ ship with one of his thunderbolts, after one of his cattle is killed by the crew.


Paris: Paris is chosen to make the decision. The goddesses bribe Paris. Hera offers him power, Athena offers Paris wisdom and knowledge, and Aphrodite offers him love. He gives Aphrodite the apple. He chooses Helen to love. Helen goes with Paris. Paris returns to Troy knowing that he is the son of the King. He brings the fall of Troy.


Agamemnon: Menelaus, Agamemnon, and Odysseus all try to win over Helen. They realize that anyone who ends up with her will have a difficult life because many people will want to take her, so they make a pact-that if one of those three ever ends up marrying Helen-if something happens to her the others will help get her back. He is Menelaus’ brother and the king of Sparta.


Helen: She is the cause of the Trojan War because she is given to Paris and she is already married. Her husband and his friends go and get her back. She is known as the face that launched a thousand ships.

Achilles: He is the great hero on the Greek side. He is practically immortal except for his heel. He helps the Greeks win many fights but then is killed by Paris when his weakness is exposed to him by the gods.


Hector: Hector is the great warrior on the Trojan side. He kills one of Achilles’ close friends and takes Achilles’ armor. Achilles kills him and drags his body around for many days.

Medium Response Characters 


Calypso: She is Odysseus’ longest captor and she almost sidetracks him from finishing his journey. She lives on a deserted island with her maids. Odysseus had to choose between staying with her and being mortal forever, or going home and being with Penelope. Calypso is very upset when he decides to leave


Circe: She also is a captor of Odysseus and his crew. She holds them on her island for about five years. At first she turns all his men into pigs but then Odysseus goes up and faces her and makes her change them back. Odysseus does become sidetracked here too and his men do not ever want to leave. Finally he convinces them too and they do.


Polyphemus: He is the large Cyclops that they meet on the first island. He is mean to the crew and he eats some of them. Odysseus has to trick him so that he will let them go. The poke his eye out and they escape. He almost destroys the boat when he hurls a rock at it. He is the one that curses Odysseus to never return home.


Telemachus: He is the son of Odysseus and Penelope. He is born the day Odysseus has to leave for the war. Odysseus tells Penelope that is he is not back by the time Telemachus has a beard then she must remarry. Telemachus misses his father and near the end he goes and searches for him. When Odysseus returns he and Telemachus fight the suitors and kill them all. 

Athena: She is the goddess of knowledge and she helps Odysseus a lot. She is in favor of the Greeks because Paris did not pick her. She helps in many different parts of Odysseus’ journey. Without her he would not have been as successful as he was. She also likes Odysseus because he is very intelligent.


Poseidon: He is the god of the ocean and he is the one that makes Odysseus suffer and travel for as long as he did. The Cyclops Polyphemus was his son and now he is making Odysseus pay for hurting him. Poseidon could kill Odysseus if he wanted to, but he lets him complete his journey and suffer.
Long Response Characters:

Penelope: Penelope is Odysseus’ wife. On the day that he leaves for the war she has their son Telemachus. Penelope suffers most of her life without Odysseus. She dose the bulk of the work around the home and has to care for her children. As time progresses it almost become time for Penelope to re marry and many suitors come to their house hoping she will marry them. The suitors cause many problems and basically ruin Penelope’s life. They ruin the house and eat all the food. Penelope holds out for as long as she possibly can to wait for Odysseus to return home. She knows in her heart that he still loves her and that she still loves him. One way she keeps the suitors waiting is by weaving a cloth and saying that when she finished she will decide. She takes and extremely long time and even start unweaving what she has already weaved. When the suitors find out that she had been unweaving what she had already weaved they get very mad and burn the cloth. Finally when she has to choose she gives the suitors a test. None of them can complete it. Then Odysseus is secretly there and he does it. Then he kills all the suitors. Then Penelope gives Odysseus a test. This involves the bed he created from the tree. However, after Odysseus explains that they cannot move the bed, she is convinced. Penelope remained faithful to Odysseus for a long time and she never gave up hope in him.
Odysseus: He is the main character in the book. He goes on a super long journey that he has been cursed to do by Poseidon and his son Polyphemus. He is the king of Ithaca and he goes to fight in the Trojan War. When he tries to go back he is not able too. He instead is lost at sea and forced to wander to many different and strange islands. He meets many different people/ things there. These include Aeolus, Charybdis, the Lotus Eaters, Scylla, the Sirens, Teiresias, Helios, Hermes, Calypso, Circe, and Polyphemus. With each of these new people he experiences many new and different things. Mostly though it is a situation that he was to use his brain to get his men and himself out alive. He is very good at this. That is why the goddess Athena favors him. With Aeolus he gets the bag of wind and then is blown far away from Ithaca. With the Lotus eaters he is sidetracked from his travel because of their “drug” flower. With Scylla six members of his crew are eaten. With the Sirens his boat and crew are almost killed because they were lured in by the Sirens. With Teiresias he has to travel to the underworld to talk to him and to get advice.  With Helios his crew eats one of the god’s cows and the boat is destroyed. With Circe and Calypso he is held captive for a long time and they almost forget about their travel entirely. Polyphemus is the Cyclops that he outsmarts and is cursed by. Other gods are also involved with him and they help him at sometimes and some are hurtful to him. Finally he gets home. However, this is after 20 years. After all his men die. Wow that sucks for him. However, he returns to Penelope and they are all happy and back together. First he killed all the suitors in a bloody battle with his son. Then Ithaca is free from the suitors and everyone is happy because Odysseus has returned.
Mythology: 


In Mythology by Edith Hamilton there is a story about Polyphemus the Cyclops. The story discuses his background. It tells of how Polyphemus got onto the Island he was on in the Odyssey and why he lives the way he does. It talks about how Zeus banished the Cyclopes to an underland and Polyphemus runs away before he can be taken there. He escapes to the island and lives there for the rest of his life. It also tells of how he grabbed a handful of humans while running and he later ate them for food. This shows Polyphemus’ taste for human flesh. 

In the Odyssey Polyphemus is the one who Odysseus encounters first on his journey. Polyphemus captures him and his men in his cave and plans to eat them. They outsmart him thought and they escape. Polyphemus is ruined after this. He no longer can see because clever Odysseus ruined his eye. 

Another story from Mythology is about Athena. In the story in Mythology it talks about her life and her being the wisest goddess. She is the wisest and is the god of intelligence. There are many events in the story that talk about her and how she favors the intelligent and offers them help in their times of need. She is also the patron goddess of Athens which is a very well educated city-state. She also is one of the greatest gods in the council of all the gods. The decisions she makes are very intelligent ones and it helps them a lot.

In the Odyssey Athena shows this same compassion to Odysseus. She does this because Odysseus is a very intelligent person and that is shown through out the book. She also assists Odysseus in his travels because she favors him. This is because of her past of helping those who are intelligent
