Michael Heffernan

James Lonsert

Per.6 1/17/06 

I heard a Fly buzz -- when I died --

The Stillness in the Room

Was like the Stillness in the Air --

Between the Heaves of Storm --

The Eyes around -- had wrung them dry --

And Breaths were gathering firm

For that last Onset -- when the King

Be witnessed -- in the Room --

I willed my Keepsakes -- Signed away

What portion of me be

Assignable -- and then it was

There interposed a Fly --

With Blue -- uncertain stumbling Buzz --

Between the light -- and me --

And then the Windows failed -- and then

I could not see to see --
"I Heard a fly buzz . . ." 
1. What mood is created in II. 2-8?


The mood created is a mood of calmness, gravitas, and seriousness, expectation
2. What changes the mood?


The mood is changed by the presence of the fly. The fly is so insignificant. 
3. What effect does the poet achieve by repeating the s and z sounds in I. 13?


The buzzing of the fly. Creates a sense of euphony 
4. How could the final line be paraphrased to denote the two senses in which the speaker is using the word see?

He uses see like sight and then see to understand. 

5. According to the second and third stanzas, how had the speaker and those around her prepared for death? 


They prepared for death by writing a will.
6. What are the dying person and those around her expecting to find in the room? What appears instead and why is this ironic?


A fly appears. This is ironic because the fly is random and insignificant
7. How does the poet use pauses and specific words in lines 12-13 to make the appearance of the fly dramatic and lively?


It makes the fly seem like it is moving around and buzzing around. 
8. What tone do you hear in this poem? What feeling do you think the poet expresses by inserting the fly into this deathbed scene?

The tone of the poem is irony and disappointed. Puncturing the value of death 
