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Huck Finn Journal
Character Sketch: Identify major things that happen in this character and their participation in the book. The characters importance to the book. 
Huck Finn: at least one page. (Half page single spaced)

Jim: two thirds of a page. (One third single spaced)

Pap: one third of a page (one sixth single spaced)

Tom: two thirds 

King and the Duke: ½ page together
Widow, Miss Watson, Aunt Sally: ½ page for all 

  Author--Mark Twain: pen name for Samuel Langhorne Clemens. Name comes from a measurement which means 12 feet) He grew up on the Miss. And work and rode on many steam boats. Person in front of the steamboat would yell out the marked twain which means if the boat has room on the river. Born 1835 died in 1910. Was an American writer. The civil war was going on while he was writing. He lived through these hard times. Huck Finn was written after civil war. Before this novel was published Twain was considered humorous. This novel was a turning point in his life. One of his greatest works. Mix of his life/humor and serious. The romantic period in literature spanned the late 1700’s to early 1800’s. Twain is a realist in this novel not a romantic writer. Me models character after people he knew. Does not have a cute feel like Tom Sawyer.  Huck Finn more realistic than Tom Sawyer 
Ways to approach literature.

1. Formalistic approach: address the book by the book itself. Would notice a pattern in the story. Constant clash between romance and reality. Reality constantly over takes romance. Romantic side of things tends to happen in nature. Where as reality steps in when civilization comes in. Romance on the river, reality on the land. Tom is a true romantic and Huck is a realist. Huck is in a romantic situation while he hides in the island, then he is disturbed by realism. 
2. Archetypal approach: Consider other places, things. 

a. Patterns

i. Hero’s Journey: plots out any quest for knowledge or traces the process of growing up. Both a physical and emotional journey. 
1. 3 steps

a. Departure /separation: person has to leave. Depart or separate from their world of comfort. Separating from normal influences. Departure form an old way of thinking. 
b. Initiation: school of hard knocks, challenges, problems, learning. You learn from these experiences.
c. Return: once you have learned something you return. Return is a return to a place of comfort, but most importantly, knowledge from initiation can be implied.
Huck separates himself from all his old influences (Tom) and he goes on his quest. 
ii. Archetypal Adam-similar to hero’s journey, Adam is referring to Adam and Eve.

a. Endenic Society: place of innocence, a place of protection from knowledge. 
i. Huck is not satisfied where he starts.

b. Gaining of Knowledge: Loss of Eden

c. What is gained? Lost?

i. Is the character better of or worse of, or both?

ii. Is Eden lost forever?

iii. Is Eden rediscovered?

iv. Does the character grow to accept what has happened?
iii. Psychological Approach: created by Sigmund Freud, lived 1856-1939. Broke the human mind into 3 parts, Id, Ego, and Superego. 

a. Id- pleasure principle. Part of mind that looks for instinctual gratification without fear of consequences. 
b. Superego-opposite of Id. Morality principle. Super ego deals with societal values. 

c. Ego- reality principle-balance stress between superego and id. That stress called a crisis of conscience. When the guilt and stress build up. 
**in Huck's society treating people that are black is an ok thing. 
Ch.14: was Solomon Wise?

This chapter is mostly about Huck trying to explain something to Jim. They are talking and having arguments. Huck says some racist things to Jim. Huck also acts like he is superior to Jim when they are arguing. Huck acts as if he is better than Jim, which he believes he is. In the beginning of the chapter Huck says that he thinks Jim is smarter than a regular black person, or any black person he has ever met. But in the end of the chapter after Huck and Jim have been arguing Huck says it is pointless to try to teach Jim to argue. The conversation that Huck has with Jim is significant because Jim and Huck argue whether Solomon is wise or not. Jim stands up for Solomon and this surprises Huck. The other conversation is about languages. Huck is trying to explain to Jim that even thought people speak different languages they are still man. The conversations teach us that Huck tries to act smarter than Jim and that Jim has some knowledge and is curious about things he does not know about. The last racist remark by Huck is a little ironic because they both were arguing and Jim gives more logical reasons and is a better arguer. When Huck gets upset about the fact that he cannot think up better reasons than Jim he just goes back and uses his racist remarks.
---- At the point in the story the raft is destroyed, ch 16. Significance of ch16. This is the point where Mark Twain put down the novel for two years. Suggestions have been made that the raft crash has been symbolic to his own life. 
In the period of time after Huck leaves the Sheperdsons and before Hick and Jim meet the king and duke they experience a time of romance on the river. Huck is glad to be away from the feud and on the river again. Being on the raft gave them comfort and makes them feel free.  It was a painful experience for Huck and he is glad that it is over. Huck actually missed Jim while he was gone. In the first paragraph in chapter 19 Huck says that everything is flowing or sliding. They do not follow any time, they are just sailing down the river. The river becomes comfortable for Huck. While back on the river Huck and Jim just relax and joy their time of peacefulness. They sailed for three or four nights. They had nice warm meals and basically just enjoyed themselves. They were relaxed by the scenery and the peacefulness of the river and being back together again after being separated for the long time that they were. They talked to each other about many different things such as the sky and the stars. This period ends when Huck and Jim start to hear people in the distance. They soon meet up with these people and begin another adventure.  
Ch. 31 Huck’s Big Decision
Huck faces a crisis of conscience when he finds out that Jim has been taken away. He does not know what to do. At first he write a letter to Miss Watson to send the reward to the man who captured Jim and then Jim would be released. But he tears up the letter and decides to go get Jim back himself. He battles with his Id and Superego. He writes the letter to clear his conscience.  He realizes how Jim was so nice to him and the friendship they have. The praying is significant because he is not at all religious and does not really believe in God. The emotional battle Huck has is very intense and hard for him. It is one of the most important events in his life. The irony of his decision is that what he thinks he is doing that will send his to hell is actually the most humane thing to do. He did not understand that slavery is a bad thing and he thought it was the right thing only because that is how he was brought up and the community and his influences around him.
Huck Finn: Huckleberry Finn is a young boy and the main character in the novel, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. He goes on many different adventures over the course of the novel. In the beginning his father comes back and takes him hostage. He escapes from his father and fakes his own death. He runs away to a small island on the Mississippi and while there he runs into a black slave called Jim. He finds out that Jim is a runaway and then they both sail away down the Mississippi. While they are on the river they experience many different adventures. They also are faced with many problems. While they are on the river they experience many different adventures. They have there raft destroyed and also run into many different characters that are important to the novel. Such characters include Buck and the Grangerfords, The King and the Duke, and Aunt Sally and Uncle Silias. While with the Grangerfords Huck is faced with a hard challenge when Buck is killed because he is faced with a harsh reality. When Huck is with the King and the Duke he also faces many problems because he has to watch the people that the King and the Duck swindle suffer. While Huck is with Aunt Sally he also meets up with Tom and they both try to break Jim out of where he is being held captive. This is an important part of the book. There are many reasons why this is an important part. The main reason that this is an important part is because you see Huck and Toms two personalities collide. In the end Jim is let free and Huck is offered to be adopted again but because of his personality he runs away so that he wont be adopted. Huck Finn is a unique character for many reasons. His personalities make the story interesting and adventurous along with the personalities of all the other characters in the book.
Jim: Jim is a black slave of the Widow and Miss Watson. Huck discovers Jim when he finds him on the island. Over the course of the novel Huck and Jims friendship strengthens even though Jim is a black runaway slave and Huck is a 14 year old white boy. Jim has to remain hidden for most of the novel so therefore he does not go with Huck on many of his adventures. When Huck and Jim first head out onto the river they are hoping to drop Jim of at Cairo in Illinois where he could be free. However, they miss Cairo completely and head into the Deep South not knowing. In the end of the novel Jim is taken captive because there is a reward for anyone who finds him and Huck has to try to get him out. This is when Huck meets up with Tom and they try to break Jim free. During the period of Jim’s captivity we see Huck and Tom faced with the problems of each other. However, what the reader realizes is that Tom already knows Jim is a free man but is playing the games of trying to break him out just for fun. Jim is a very important character and is a large influence on Huck and his process of becoming a better person.
Pap: Pap is Huck Finns father. Huck does not respect him and thinks of him less than human. Pap is a drunk and he is abusive to Huck. When Pap returns to Huck he takes all his money, forces him to live with him, and takes him out of school. He even takes Huck and locks him up and a log cabin. Huck escapes from the cabin and his father just assumes it was murder. In the end of the novel we find out from Jim that the dead man they saw in a house floating down the Mississippi river was pap. Huck did not now this before but after he was told it he was not that upset because the relationship they had was awful and pap did not even treat Huck like a person. Pap was an evil character and his influences on Huck were all negative and luckily Huck was not affected by them.
Tom: The character Tom is an important character through out the novel. Tom is an important character for many reasons. The most significant reasons why Tom is an important character is that he is an opposite of Huck and there conflictions help move along the parts of the story where they are together. Tom is characterized as a romantic where Huck is a realist. Tom is only in the beginning and the end of the novel and in both those parts there personalities collide. For example, Tom gets some of the boys in their town and Huck to join his robber’s gang. They all talk about robbing places and stealing things but never actually do. Tom is content with playing this game but Huck wants to take real action and actually do some of these things. In the end of the novel when Huck meets up with Tom and they try to save Jim there two conflicting personalities show up. Tom thinks it will be a fun adventure to try to break someone out of prison and Huck just wants Jim to be safe and free. Tom knows that Jim is already free but he still continues to play the “game”. There are times when they are trying to break Jim out where his life and there lives are jeopardized. Even at the end Tom is shot because of his foolishness.
The King and the Duke: The king and the duke are two con men that are fleeing for their lives and beg of Huck to rescue them. When Huck does they stay with him for a large part of the novel. The king and the duke are not really a king and a duke but that is what they call themselves to trick Huck and Jim. While the King and the Duke are with Huck they commit several cons. One of the most dramatic is when they pretend to be a dead mans relatives and take all his will and sell it. Huck realizes that this is an evil thing because he sees how hurt the people are when they lose everything they had. Huck tries to help those people and the King and the Duke find out. The King and the Duke also sell Jim for money and this upsets Huck even more. He had become such good friends with Jim and now he was gone. In the end the King and the Duke are captured and tarred and feathered.
Aunt Sally, Miss Watson, and the Widow: These three characters are not very big but they each hold important roles. The widow is the woman who adopted Huck and took him in and put him in school. She is also one of the owners of Jim. She dies at the end of the book and in her will she released Jim and this is why Tom knew that he was free. Miss Watson is a relative of the widow and she also takes care of Huck while he is still at the house. She forces him to do his school work and many other chores. Aunt Sally is Tom’s aunt that is in the family that took Jim. Huck goes to them pretending to be Tom and when Tom arrives Huck makes him play alone too. In the end Aunt Sally also tries to adopt Huck but he does not let her.
