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Karl Marx and his philosophies
Section written by Michael Heffernan

Source: Karl Marx and Marxism: Life and works of Marx
Karl Marx was an inspirational philosopher. He began getting involved in philosophy when he was younger in Berlin when he was introduced to Hegel’s philosophy. Marx became a follower of Hegel along with many other people. Marx held beliefs in many topics such as dialectic structure and the foundations of reality relying on a marital base. Later on Marx earned his doctorate writing about materialism and atheism in Greek atomists. After this Marx’s began to publish more of his works. He wrote about many more topics of philosophy such as, the conditions of industrial workers, and the influence of religion over politics. Marx continued to discus philosophy and eventually, with help from his friend and colleague, Friedrich Engels, created an article in hope to create a social revolution. This writing talked about the struggle between the classes, and distinguished communism. Wrote a book called the Communist Manifesto. His works inspire Lenin. 
Stalin’s “Purges” 

Section written by Michael Heffernan

Source: Russian purges, Stalin's purges
At this time Stalin started to destroy his political opponents with his purges. He got rid of any political opponent left. The purges started in 1934 with Sergey Kriov, who was a Leningrad party chief was assassinated. It was believed to be Stalin who had the murder committed. This was to get rid of his political opponents. Stalin had many members of the Leningrad party but into camps into Siberia. Two main political partners of Stalin, Zinov’yev and Kamenev, were sentenced to prison for their suspected role in the murder. They were put on trial and confessed to crimes against the Soviets. After they confessed they were murdered. The purges continued and many killed because of false accusations. By the end of the purges, millions of leaders, officials and civilians were either killed or but in prison. 
Communism, Totalitarianism, and their relationship to each other

Section Written by Evin Powell

Sources:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communism, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Totalitarianism

Communism is a form of government where the government controls all industry and there is no social class.  All property is owned by the community.  Totalitarianism is a more forceful form of government and is an idealist view of communism.
The Bolsheviks
Section Written by Evin Powell

Source:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bolshevik

The Bolsheviks were a political group in Russia lead by Vladimir Lenin.  They took control of Russia in 1917 in what was known as the October Revolution.  They became what is known as the Communist Party and eventually created the USSR (Soviet Union).  Their style of rule was communism, a very harsh form of government.

Russian Orthodox Church during Stalin’s Time

Section Written by Evin Powell
Source:  http://www.mospat.ru/text/e_history/id/176.html
The Russian Orthodox Church faced a large oppression during Stalin’s time.  The Bolsheviks viewed it as an enemy and a threat.  The church was almost completely destroyed until the beginning of WWII when Stalin reopened the church in order to use it as a support tool for the war.  From their, it gave Stalin a good support backing and thrived.
Propaganda during Stalin’s time

Section Written by Evin Powell
Source:  http://www.aldridgeshs.qld.edu.au/sose/revrespg/samples/hitsta.htm

While Stalin did use propaganda to further his power and position, he did not make his uses of propaganda very obvious.  During speeches, he would often slip in negative comments about his opposition.  He also used pictures of himself holding a child or giving to the needy to make the public thing of him as a caring person.
Stalin’s Five-Year Plans

Section Written by Evin Powell
Source: http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/history/A0818831.html

Stalin often used five-year-plans to set a forceful time period in place and get something done in the USSR.  The first plan was set in place to industrialize the USSR.  After its success, 12 more plans followed, each becoming less and less prosperous.  At first the plans were very successful, but in the end, they failed like the USSR. On really helped Russia, not the peoples.
Vladimir Lenin

Section written by Jacob Gibson
Source:  www.encyclopedia.com/html/section/Lenin-Vl_SovietLeader.asp 

Vladimir Lenin was born in 1870.  Lenin was the chairman of the Council of People’s Commissars which was almost the same as a dictator.  Other chief members included Trotsky, Stalin, and Rykov.  The Bolsheviks became a proletarian dictatorship after the October Revolution, and they later became the Communist party.  The government abolished private ownership of land and it was given to the peasants, banks became national property, a supreme council was created to bring revive dislocated economy, workers were given control over factory production; atheism replaced all other religions, and all competition was destroyed by the political police.  The treaty of Brest-Litovsk was an attempt to bring peace.  Lenin used the New Economic Policy to try to boost the economy.  Vladimir Lenin died on January 21, 1924.

Czar Nicholas II

Section written by Jacob Gibson

Source:  www.encyclopedia.com/html/section/Nichls2-Rus_RoadtoRevolution.asp
Nicholas II was born in 1894, and he was the last czar of Russia.  Nicholas was an ineffective leader that was influenced easily.  Nicholas maintained an autocratic system.  He continued to suppress opposition and persecute religious minorities.  After the loss in the Russo-Japanese War, peasants started revolts.  After the Czar had fired upon a crowd of people, the Czar was forced to sign a manifesto which gave Russia representative government and basic civil liberties.  This brought about the duma, which were an elected upper chamber.  Nicholas took control of the army, and he left the czarina in charge in Russia.  This led to the resignation of many ministers.  Czar Nicholas II died in 1917.
Josef Stalin

Written by Lewis Wilson

Source: www.toy-soldier-gallery.com/Articles/Stalin/Stalin2.html
In 1922 Stalin became secretary general. After Lenin’s death he joined with other members of the Bolshevik party to run the country. One of his first acts was to expel his archrival Leon Trotsky from the Bolshevik party and banish him from the country. He initiated a vast collectivization program, which resulted in the death or displacement of millions. In the mid-1930s he began a campaign of political terror and deportations to labor camps, suppressing quickly all those who would oppose him. 


In 1938, as war loomed on the horizon, Stalin signed a non-aggression pact with Hitler. When the Nazis invaded in 1941 the USSR joined the Grand Alliance, and Stalin assumed the title of generalissimo. He partook in the Allied meetings both in Tehran and in Potsdam. After World War II he broadened Communist control over most of the areas liberated by the Soviet army. 


Stalin became more and more paranoid and violent in his dwindling years of life. In January 1953, he ordered another political purging. Many doctors, mostly Jewish, were rounded up on the grounds of supposed medical assassinations. However, this terrible act was prevented by Stalin’s abrupt death in 1953. 

The Cheka: Stalin’s Secret Police

Written by Lewis Wilson

Source: http://www.ibiblio.org/expo/soviet.exhibit/secret.html 


The Cheka, a secret police organization, was established in December 1917 to support the Bolsheviks until they fully took power. The Cheka was supposed to be abolished from then on. The Cheka used their power excessively, and terrorized the people for years. The Cheka was disbanded after the 1918-1921 civil war. However, when Josef Stalin came into power, the Cheka was reorganized, and again ran a campaign of terror, suppressing all openly anti-Stalin Russians and many of their families. The Cheka was the most feared and most powerful Soviet establishment during the Stalinist period. When Stalin came out of power, the Cheka was renamed the KGB, and no longer operated large purges and other acts of terror. However, the Government continued to use the KGB to suppress political and religious dissent until the end of communism in Russia.

Leon Trotsky

Section written by James Beck

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leon_Trotsky
Leon Trotsky was born on November 7th 1879. He fought for the Bolsheviks, and he worked under Lenin’s rule for quite a while. He came up with the idea of Trotskyism, which was a theory of Marxism and supported his idea of “permanent revolution.” He was a very significant Russian politician because he was the first People’s Commissioner for Foreign Affairs and he also started the Red Army which fought against the Bolsheviks in the Russian Civil War in 1918. He went against Lenin’s rule when he joined the Mensheviks, who were the outcome of an internal split in the Bolshevik party which opposed Lenin. After the fall of the Mensheviks, Trotsky’s and Lenin’s relationship was hurt for many years. When Lenin died and Stalin came into power, Trotsky refused to work for Stalin and opposed his ways. Trotsky and other people who did not like Stalin’s ways formed the Left Opposition, which opposed the Communist party. Trotsky believed that fast industrialization and aborting the New Economic Plan would help the USSR, which was exactly the opposite of which Stalin believed. This caused great political stress against one another. Trotsky was expelled from the Communist Party in 1927, he was exiled in 1928, and he was expelled from the USSR in 1929. While he was in exile, Stalin came up with the terms "Trotskyist" "Trotor” and "Trotskyite" as references to traitors of the USSR. Trotsky wrote several books while in exile, two of the more famous ones being History of the Russian Revolution and The Revolution Betrayed. He died in 1940 by a Stalinist agent, who drove the pick of an ice axe into his head. 

The Russian Revolution

Section Written by James Beck

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_revolution
The Russian Revolution occurred in 1917. It was a fight against the government, and resulted in the formation of the USSR. The revolution is divided into two parts: The February Revolution and the October Revolution. The February Revolution was caused by people who were suffering from food shortages, and the October Revolution was caused by Lenin and his ideas from Karl Marx. 
Animal Farm: How it relates to Russia
Old Major-Karl Marx and Lenin. He started the revolution. He was also “preserved” by his people.
Jones- Czar Nicholas (doesn’t take care of animals) is very far from his “people”
Revolution when they kick Jones out.

Napoleon-Stalin. Took over and became a cruel and heartless leader. He misused his people and he forced them into terrible conditions where only he and few others benefited.
Snowball-Trotsky (is the hero at first, but then is kicked out. Creates the idea of the windmill. Becomes scapegoat)

Dogs-Cheka or secret police. They did the terrible things ordered by Stalin.
The Pigs- The Bolsheviks they were government or leading party 

The Windmill- The 5 year plans. The windmill isn’t completely successful. The animals work very hard to get it going because they were promised better life if the worked harder. None of it comes. 
When animals are called to meeting and many animals are brought out and are made to confess for false crimes, and then killed them- Stalin’s purges.
Squealer- is in charge of the propaganda. When things are bad Squealer tells them that things are actually good. 
Boxer and Clover- The hard working loyalist. He buys into it and he works the hardest because of this. 

Raven Moses- he is religion. “Religion is the opiate of the masses.” This means that religion makes people feel better and forget their worries. All the churches were torn down. Talks about a “heaven” called Sugarcandy Mountain. Was a trained Raven and a pet of Jones. Was kicked out by animals. Shows back up and he is listened to more. 
Sheep- Mindless uneducated masses who believe most of anything that the pigs tell them.

Benjamin- Septic, realist. Hes always the same. He works the same. 
The Cat- Only shows up when its time to eat, never to work. Represents someone who takes advantage of communism. Pitfall or loophole of communism. 

Mollie- Loved the luxuries during the revolution. Rich person before the revolution. Things are taken away from people. The people who left Russia after the revolution. Didn’t want to give up luxuries. 
Whymper- connection to the outside world for Animal farm. He saw profit. He represents a capitalist. 

Two Neighbors of Animal Farm: Represents neighboring countries of Russia
Fredrick- represents Germany. Always fighting with other
Pilkington- represents Britain. Stayed away from Russia and stood back
