A Tale of Two Cities Questions

Collective Work (mine was 1-3)

1.

a. Mr. Lorry looks very interesting at first but then once you really look at him, he’s plain. He’s interesting at first appearance but at second glance, he’s boring. He doesn’t even show how feels, he doesn’t show emotion, he’s very straight-faced. When he meets Lucie, he is very polite and has manners, but he is still very stiff.  
b. The statement is false. He’s so stiff that he doesn’t show his feelings. Deep down inside, he really does have feelings, but he’s talked himself out of his feelings so many times that he doesn’t even know that he has feelings anymore. He hides behind his business instead showing his really feelings because it’s easier.
c. Mr. Lorry, at first, thought that Miss Pross must be a man when she threw him against the wall. Miss Pross was much stronger than Mr. Lorry. When she started talking to Mr. Lorry, he was worried and scared of her. He couldn’t even look at her in fear that she might throw him again.
d. The “repeated blowings of his nose” shows that Mr. Lorry is clean. He is proper, trim, crisp, and clean. He doesn’t let anything get in the way of him being a business man. The “repeated blowings of his nose” is kind of a nervous tick for him. He keeps doing it because he’s nervous. He doesn’t really care what people think of him because he has been busy being a business man for so long
2.

     a. Lucie is described as a very proper, beautiful young girl.  She is well liked by first 

         appearance and is a very sweet, likeable person.

     b. She is a very pleasant, respectful and well-mannered girl. It is almost as if she 

         was perfect.  She seemed delicate, fragile and emotional.

     c. The fact that this woman who scares everyone else and who is quite large treats 

         Lucie with a very sweet and caring touch shows how pleasant Lucie is.  It suggests  

 the emotion and the loyalty that Lucie desires.

     d. Lucie just wants to help her father and take care of him and get him out of France 

         quickly even after all these years shows how proper and how caring she is.  She 

         even treats her father with an almost stiff tone.  The love and devotion that she has 

         once again shows what a great person she is.

3.

a. Monsieur Defarge says “it’s not my affair” because its not his fault the wine dropped, and the people all around him are starving, so for him its no big deal, the people who dropped it will bring him another cask of wine, so it doesn’t really affect him. Once this revolution starts, it is not his thing to worry about it.  It is everyone’s deal now. Monsieur Defarge scolds the “tall joker” for writing “BLOOD” because it could give Monsieur Defarge away, because he is planning a revolution.

 

b. The way M. Defarge is so cautious of what he says and whom he talks to would lead one to believe that he has something big to hide. This gives away that the time he lives in is a time of oppression, where a wrong word or a wrong expressed belief could cause them to be thrown in jail or worse.

 

c. This quotation about M. Defarge means that him kissing his masters daughters hand was an act of respect and duty, he possibly has some feelings towards his old master, he is going through he motions of what is expected, however there is something more he is feeling than is revealed. This description makes one question what happened in the past to make this abrupt transformation occur, and what bad or bitter feelings is Defarge harboring.

d. Defarge is really questioning Manette about his work and trying to get his attention while Manette is mainly focusing a lot on his work and not really noticing anyone around him. It says his voice is pitiful and dreadful,’last feeble echo’, ‘sunken’, ‘lost’, hopeless creature’. ‘lonely wandering in the wilderness’. Kind of a lost and broken man.

e. That he’s willing to help others and do what he thinks is right even at risk to himself. It arouses our curiosity because we want to know now why he is better out of France and what it is that he’s done.

f.Even though she sits there and says very little, she still has a presence. You can tell that she has a lot of thoughts running through her mind and that even if she’s not talking she’s always listening and even though she doesn’t speak much she still knows everything that’s going on. She acts as a fly on the wall and because it’s normally the persons who’s quiet that she doesn’t always have good intentions.
4. The phrase “Recalled to Life” applies, of course, to Dr. Manette.  Note how these early chapters emphasize the horror of his being “buried alive”. 

a. How is Dr. Manette actually described, in the garret? Dr. Manette is described to have haggard eyes, a pitiful and dreadful voice, he is aloof, and he is very sad and distant. 
b. How does Defarge try to prepare Dr. Manette for the interview with Mr. Lorry and Lucie? Defarge tries to prepare Dr. Manette for the interview with Mr. Lorry and Lucie by asking for more light to be in the room, which symbolizes change. Defarge also tells Manette that he has a visitor and suggests that Lorry looks at his work.  
c. What does Dr. Manette himself tell us about his background? Dr. Manette states that he does not want to be there, “I learnt here, I taught myself, I asked leave to…” This quote shows that he has been in the garret for a long time, and that he obviously is miserable, or else he would not have taken up the occupation of making shoes. 
d. How does Dr. Manette react in his meeting with Lucie? He does not recognize her, and says, “What is this?” this shows that he has no clue who Lucie was and is confused.  He was astray and continued making shoes. Then he realized who she was when he compared her hair to the hair that he had treasured.  

5. The episode of the spilled wine is dramatic, startling, and informative. 

a. How do the people react to the spilled wine?  What does this reaction tell us about their lot? The people who witnessed the wine spilling quickly rushed to the scene and began to drink the wine off the ground with their hands. This reaction tells us that the people in the town are very poor and do not always have wine all the time. It also shows that they are greedy because they rapidly rush and begin to sip the spilled wine, even though it is all over the ground. 
a. The scene is filled with a number of references and descriptions that convey a feeling of menace, of terrible violence to come.  Give three or four such references or descriptions. 

“All the people within reach had suspended their business, or their idleness, to run to the spot and drink the wine.” The spilling of the wine is so remarkable that all the people stopped and halted and gathered where the wine was and began to drink as much as they could without even caring what they were doing, showing us how greedy they were. 

“These were surrounded, each by its own jostling group or crowd, according to its size.” The people were all huddling up in the puddle of wine fighting for a spot to get a sip of the wine.

“Some men kneeled down, made scoops of their two hands joined, and sipped, or tried to help women, who bent over their shoulders, to sip, before the wine had all run out between their fingers.” Again this shows how all the people rushed over to the river of wine and begin to fight over the precious spilled wine that is already on the ground.

“Others, men and women, dipped in the puddles with little mugs…” Now the people are thinking and being greedy because now they use something that is much better at capturing the wine because they want more and more.

6. The Defarges seem able to see the horror of the time perspective and to comment upon it subtly form time to time. 

a. Why does Defarge say, “A bitter taste it is that such poor cattle always have in their mouths, and hard lives they live”?  (page 29, lines 26-27)  Why does he refer to people as “cattle”? They are not individuals to the government of France.  They are all part of a bigger whole who the Government can boss around and control.  They are a herd to be pushed around.
b. Monsieur Defarge admits that he shows poor Monsieur Manette to those “to whom the sight it likely to do good.”  (page 23, line 10)  Why would the sight do somebody good? It shows what the government of France does to people and the abuse they get.  It rallies people against the government and prepare for an overthrow.
c. Monsieur Defarge allows himself to outcry against the injustice of the time.  Why does he say, “Long live the Devil”?  (page 32, line 17) He is saying that the devil is living on, in Mr. Manette.  He is keeping the devil alive for others to see and reflect upon.

    7. The letter-de-cachet was one of the serious abuses of the French monarchy that led to the revolution.  Through its use, the king or a powerful nobleman could have a person suddenly or secretly thrown into prison for life without trial or even a statement of charges.  (see Mr. Lorry’s explanation to Lucie on page 20, lines 23-34) 

a. What is Mr. Lorry hinting to Lucie concerning what had happened to Dr. Manette?  Specifically, what are the “blank forms”?  From your knowledge of French history can you guess what the “dreadful place” was? 

Mr. Lorry is hinting to Lucie that her father is still alive but has disappeared into the Bastille. The blank forms are arrest warrants written by the king for his arrest, spirited away.   

b. This information helps to put part of the jigsaw together.  What important questions are raised in the mind of the reader concerning those past events in Dr. Manette’s life? 

Some important questions that the reader might have are, “What did Dr. Manette do that originated his arrest and imprisonment for eighteen years?” “What part did he play in the action that caused his arrest?” “How did he escape?” “What did he do with his wife and child before his arrest?”

8. Dickens often makes a word do two jobs.  The word may have a simple meaning and a more profound one.  When Dr. Manette, for example, is “recalled to life”, Dickens wants us to draw parallels between Dr. Manette’s nightmarish existence and death itself.  The cell becomes a symbol of death-in-life that Dr. Manette had to endure. 
a. Mr. Lorry thinks that he is going to “dig some one out of a grave.” (page 11, line 19)  How does this _expression apply to Dr. Manette and his imprisonment?
Lucie, Jarvis Lorry, and Madame Defarge go back to France to see Dr. Manette and hoping wthat with Lucie’s help, they might be able to bring Dr. Manette “Recalled to life,” or escape insanity.  
b. Chapter 3 is called “The Night Shadows.”  How does the title both describe the time of day and also symbolize Mr. Lorry’s misgivings?  What does Dickens suggest by the sunrise at the end of the chapter?
It is called this because the scene takes place during night, Lorry drifts in and out of dreams, and these shadows are his dreams, ghosts, or the people talking to him when he is half-awake. The sunrise at the end represents reality returning from the fiction he was living at night. 
c. Dickens sometimes makes the symbol obvious.  For example, when the wine spills, someone writes “BLOOD” on the wall.  How does the bursting of the wine cask resemble the outbreak of a revolution? 
By writing “BLOOD” on the wall, Dickens represents that the characters are soon planning a bloody revolution and that they were hungry for blood.

        9.By the use of foreshadowing, Dickens prepares us for events to come.  Sometimes these hints are symbolic, as well. 

a. How does the behavior of the people at the spilled-wine episode foreshadow their behavior when revolution came? 

Their behavior at the spill of the wine is just as their behavior will be at the start of the French Revolution, as they are thirsty for blood of anyone that against them.

b. In the ominous description of Madame Defarge, there is additional foreshadowing of events to come. What is the effect of the phrase “saw nothing”? Do you think she saw nothing? Why or why not?

The effect of the phrase “saw nothing” begs the question exactly what did she see. We believe that she did in fact see something as if she did in fact se nothing then why would the author mention it.

c. Sometimes the foreshadowing is very subtle. It tantalizes us with just a hint, nothing more. Jerry Cruncher says, “‘You’d be in a Blazing bad way, if recalling to life was to come into fashion Jerry!’” (page 9, lines 2-3) This foreshadows important events to come. What do you think might be the explanation for Jerry’s comment? 

With the words “recalling to life” we believe that Jerry is either an assassin or a treasonous villain and if people will come back he could be in trouble. 

10. Charles Dickens is a master of irony. He often uses irony to comment on the great differences between appearances and reality. 

a. The guard on the Dover mail could, if the light were blown out, “shut himself up inside, keep a flint and the steel sparks well off the straw, and get a light with tolerable safety and ease (if he were lucky) in five minutes.” (page 8, lines 19-21) What does Dickens really think of the guard’s ability to get a coach-lamp lit in a hurry? 

He thinks that he is inept and if there really was an emergency, that the city would not be able to survive. 

b. Mr. Lorry calls himself a “man of business,” unfeeling and mechanical in his approach to life’s problems. Why is his description of himself ironic? 

This description is ironic because Mr. lorry is very caring of people and is willing to help anyone and everyone, as shown when he takes Lucie  Monet  under his wing and protects her
11. Dickens is considered one of the world’s greatest humorists in his creation of unusual characters and situations. 

a. In his description  of the Dover mail, how does Dickens show his flair for humor in the guard’s arsenal of weapons, the passengers’ attitude, and the coachman’s opinion of his horses? 

The guard’s arsenal of weapons is useless and will not defend against much more than cavemen. The passengers are skeptical of  the carriage and the way it is run. Beyond that, The coachmen feels like horses are against the driver. 

b. When the mail reaches Dover and the passengers get into the inn, there is a remarkable change in the appearance of those passengers. What does Dickens mean when he says, “But one kind of man was seen to go into it”? 

He was saying that every man is supposed to be a certain way, and that all of the men are going to be different in one way or the other. 

12. Figurative language extends the possibilities of _expression. Through simile and metaphor the author can make his statements more vivid and memorable. 

a. What things are being compared in each of the following similes? How effective are they? 

                                                               i.      “There was steaming mist in the hollows, and it roamed in its forlornness up the hill, like an evil spirit, seeking rest and finding none.” (page 4, lines 18-20)


The steaming mist in the hollows is being compared to the evil spirit. This simile is effective because it conveys a tone of foreboding and malevolence.
                                                             ii.      “The mildew inside of the coach, with its damp and dirty straw, its disagreeable smell, and its obscurity, was rather like a larger dog-kennel.” (page 13, lines 14-16)

It is comparing mildew to the dog kennel, because a dogs kennel is not a pleasant place to be, and neither was the coach.  Its effectiveness is showing unsanitary and disgusting things in the coach, and that it is not kept clean. 

                                                            iii.      “The coach (in a confused way, like the presence of pain under an opiate) was always with him.” (page 11, lines 16-17)

It is comparing the coach to the presence to pain. Its effectiveness is that it stays with him wherever he goes, and stays under his skin. 

b. What things are being compared in each of the following metaphors? How effective do you consider them? 

                                                               i.      “A people [of Saint Antoine] that had undergone a terrible grinding and re-grinding in the mill.” (page 25, lines 35-37)


The people of Saint Antoine have been brutally handled by the government and have suffered a great injustice. These people have been figuratively beaten again and again. 

                                                             ii.      “The gaunt scarecrows of that region [the people of Saint Antoine]” (page 27, lines 9-10)

The scarecrows are being the people of Saint Antoine, and the effectiveness is that they are skinny and that there is not enough food or money to buy the food. 

