A Separate Peace Journal
2 primary characters


Gene: Full page double-spaced

Finny: Full page double-spaced

Other Characters
Brinker: Half page


Leper: 1/3 page


Quackenbush: 1/3 page
Idea of Eden and the Endenic society: Paradise lost, Tree of knowledge 
On the final the BIG question will be the significance of this and how it affects the story


Endenic Society


Tree of Knowledge


Events at the tree


Affect of that
2/3 of a page for one point at the novel when Gene compares himself to Finny and how they are kind of the same person. How these two are very similar.
Setting: The time is during WWII. It takes place in New England area at a boarding school, very prestigious and an all boy’s school. Very secluded

This setting will affect the story because the war and the title holds a significance 

 They are secluded from the rest of the world. A different dynamic shows up because there are no girls there. The boys at the school become close because they stay at the school at all times. 
Close Textual Analysis


In the beginning of the novel there are many things that can be seen. These include similes, metaphors, symbols, and a few others. The novel starts off by the main character visiting his old school and talking about it. He talks about how the school blinked out like a candle after he left. This is a simile describing to the reader that this character felt the school was gone to him after he left. He walks around and visits all the many places where he spent his time and finally he decided it is time to leave. He says “anybody could see it was time to get out of the rain” this is significant because rain is a symbol.  The weather is a large part in setting the mood of loneliness. The emptiness of everything also adds to this. In addition, he makes a note of the marble stairs at the school. There is a reference to an event that occurred in his past which leads him to make the acknowledgement of the stairs. Gene finally goes on to the path that leads to the tree. He describes it now as if the gusts of wind and the thick mud and rain are trying to hold him back from the tree. Finally he gets there and he expects to see an enormous tree but its not that big at all, he just remembered it that way. He pictured it as a “huge lone spike dominating the river bank” but the reality was that it just seemed bigger because it held such importance in his life. 
Are we ever happy for the achievements of others?

Well people can sometimes be happy for other people and sometimes they are not. If it is somebody close to you and you saw all the work they did then you would be happy for them. If it is somebody who you were competing with or just strongly dislike, no you would not really be happy. You may fake enthusiasm for them but you would not feel happy about it. This also though could occur with someone close to you and if it was something you were hoping to achieve but they did it first or beat you to it then you will have some unhappy feeling towards them

The Symbolism Involved in Finny’s Death.
Finny dies due to a piece of bone marrow getting into his bloodstream and then into his heart because it came out when they were trying to reset the bone. This happens because he falls down the stairs after he already had a broken leg. The leg broke again. This is symbolic in the sense that Finny leaves the room quickly because he does not believe that they are telling him that Gene did it. So in away Gene makes Finny fall twice. Bone marrow relates to the bare essence of people there physical makeup. Finny’s legs are what make him and when he loses that it is like he dies. Finny has to relive the incident and that makes him fall. He heart stopping is the time when he accepts what happens to him and Gene doing that to him.
Gene: the character Gene is a very complex important one. He is the main character and also the narrator of the book. He attends the school Devan with the other boys in the book. He is a good student who always does his studies and has a good work ethic. He is roommates and best friends with the other main character Finny. They have very different personalities, almost so much apart that they are like complete opposites. They do many things together. Gene is more geared towards his school work while Finny is more towards sports. Therefore, they seem different but they are really similar and that is what makes it hard for Gene when he hurts Finny. Gene hurts Finny by making him fall out of a tree. Gene envies Finny because he sees Finny triumphing in so many more things than he is. Gene hurts Finny by the incident in the tree. And both of them are never the same again. Never again were they the same due to the incident in the tree. Gene and Finny were sadder. And in the end the event at the tree killed Finny. And that’s bad, because nobody likes dying. So Gene has to live with the guilt of what he did to Finny. Even some of the other boys notice that Gene is acting different. They suspect that he is different while Finny is gone. This is true because Gene does act different. He is filled with guilt. The one character Brinker is the one that suspects it the most and he gets more of the other kids to follow his ways. Gene is the most troubled of all the characters and he is the one with the most struggles. Gene has the most problems and has many troubled ways of getting through them and in the end he doesn’t really get over them but they go away in a sense when Finny is gone. Finny was Genes enemy and when he leaves Gene is reprieved of that evil that loomed over him due to Finny’s presence.

Finny: Finny’s real name is Phineas but everyone calls him Finny. He is very athletic and is very charismatic. Gene envies all the qualities in Finny. Finny is Gene’s roommate and he says he is Gene’s best friend. But in the end we realize that this is not true. Finny never hated anyone and never had any enemies. Everybody likes Finny because of his people skills and that makes him very popular. Gene has his studies and Finny has his sports. Finny has sports that come naturally and he thinks that studies come to Gene naturally but they don’t. Gene also thinks that Finny is out to sabotage him but Finny knows it’s not true. Finny is a good person and has no problems with other people. But this is different for Gene. And for Gene the one person that he has problems with is Finny. When Finny hurts his leg he can never play sports again. This makes Finny sad because sports were his everything and now that is lost. In the end we discover that Finny really wanted to be in the war and that he tried to enlist in every army possible. But every time he was rejected because of his medical condition. This is what was making Finny the most upset and this is why he makes up theories about how there is no war and that it is just a government made up thing. Finny dies because a piece of bone marrow from his leg comes out and it is lodged into his heart. Finny falls again because he is at a trail for him and Gene to see what really happened at the tree. When Finny discovers that it is true and that Gene is the one who did it he storms out of the room and falls down the stairs. When Gene tries to confront Finny while he is in the hospital Finny gets mad at him and tells him to leave. That is the last time they talk with each other. After Finny died things did not change much. Gene said that because he and Finny were so much like on person that he did not cry at his funeral because you would not cry at your own funeral. Finny was a very kind and nice person but he was still Gene’s enemy, and in the end Gene defeated this enemy.
Finny and Gene are like the same people because they like balance each other out because Gene has his studies and is responsible and Finny has his sports and is more geared to having fun. When Finny breaks his leg they kind of switch. Finny concentrates more on school and Gene becomes more athletic. Finny can boost Gene’s confidence. The first example of them being one is when Gene outs on Finny’s clothes. Finny and Gene are like complete opposites which makes them one. When Finny dies Gene loses a part of himself and that makes him feel incomplete. This is an interesting fact because they are such complete opposites that they are best friends. But at one point in the book they separate from each other because Gene accuses Finny of trying to sabotage his school career because he is not getting good grades and Gene is. This is what leads Gene to his actions in the tree that causes Finny to separate from him even more because now Finny is so different. 

Leper: Leper is one of the most interesting in the book. He is an outsider and does not interact with most of the other boys. When Leper sees a recruit video for the army for a Ski Patrollers he wants to join. He leaves for the army soon after. Much later along in the novel a letter from Leper is sent to Devan telling the boys telling them that he has escaped. Gene goes  up to Lepers house in Vermont and talks to him. Leper ran away from the army because he was going to be sent away with a discharge for insanity. He runs away because he realizes that if that discharge goes onto his record he will never be able to get a job. Leper also plays a large part in proving to Finny that Gene made him fall out of the tree. Leper was there when it happened and he was the one and only witness to the event. Leper tells them all that it was Gene who did it.
Brinker: Brinker is also another very important character in the story. He is one of Gene and Finny’s friends. But he plays a large part in Gene’s life while Finny is gone because he is at home with his broken leg. Brinker thinks that Gene is suspicious of something. He thinks that Gene tried to make Finny leave on purpose. But really what Gene did was just out of anger towards Finny. Brinker also plays and large part in the end of the book because he is the one who assembles the trial for Gene and Finny and forces them to come to it. Brinker seems like he is a good friend to Gene but in the end it turns out that he is a mean person who destroys both Gene and Finny. I do not know if this is what Brinker intended to do but it is what happened. At the end of the book Gene and Brinker are more friends because they are both emotionally over the fact that Finny is no longer with them. Brinker changed over the course of the novel and became more involved in Gene and Finny’s lives. He goes from a bossy classmate to a dark evil person who corrupts Gene’s life and destroys Finny. And then in the end he and Gene become closer.
Quackenbush: Quackenbush is a big bully. He is mean to Gene when Gene is at the rowing team sport group. Gene and Quackenbush get into a fight and Gene is pushed into the river. Quackenbush and Gene never get along and they only meet this one time. Quackenbush was making fun of Gene and Gene did not like that. Gene was at an emotional point in his life because Finny was gone and it was his fault. Quackenbush exposed this side of Gene due to their fight. Quackenbush is not a good person due to the fact that he caused this. 
