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1984 Journals

In this passage from 1984, a novel by George Orwell, the author uses many literary devices to help set the tone of the story. In this specific passage the author uses diction, imagery, and figurative language to set a sad and cold tone.

The author creatively uses imagery, words that give an image or feeling, through out this passage. One example of this is when the author uses words like ‘cold’ and ‘vile’ in the first paragraph. These words help portray a gloomy feel to the passage. The gloomy feel comes from the imagery that is created so strongly by the descriptive words used in the passage. After this the author uses imagery when describing the hotel. He uses descriptive words that help the reader be able to recognize how the character is feeling.

Another device that the author uses in this passage is diction, or the choice of words. Examples of the authors choice of diction would be when he uses words like ‘enormous’ and ‘heavy’. These words are used to help the reader get a better and stronger feeling of what is going on The author could have chosen words that would have fit and related closely to the words above, but he chooses to use those words which helps improve the reading. More examples of the authors usage of diction is when he uses words like ‘ruggedly’ and ‘varicose’. These words help the reader also feel more of what the character is feeling.
Figurative language is another device used by authors and is used in this passage. The most figurative language comes when the author is describing a large poster that is in the building. He describes it as ‘the poster with the enormous face gazed from the wall’. This is good usage of figurative language because it allows the reader to feel how the character is feeling while he is looking at this poster. Figurative language is also used when the author describes how the poster is like ‘those pictures that are so contrived that the eyes follow you about when you move.’ The author’s use of figurative language throughout the passage helps the reader feel the mood.
The use off these devices help the reader better understand the mood of the passage and get a good feel for the setting. The author’s use of these devices may also be used throughout the rest of the novel to set different moods and feelings. 

Is Big Brother watching?

No. There is no Big Brother to the extreme extent that there is in the novel. There are no people always watching us and seeing what we are constantly doing. If one argues that parents are like Big Brother, this is wrong. Parents do not closely observe as Big Brother did and they don’t rule over you. If one argues if the government is like Big Brother then they are wrong again. The government could care less about what we all do, unless it is causing large problems. Some parents may watch over their kids a lot and that is why they would claim that there is a “Big Brother” but parents don’t just keep you under control, they also take care of you. 
CNN: This article just shows that the use of surveillance cameras is becoming more common. But people just begin to get all worried about being watched all the time. The cameras help them and they go all paranoid about being watched. Cameras catch criminals stealing, and keep areas that need to be protected safer. 

ABC: This article continued to discuss peoples fear of surveillance cameras and their mass paranoia. They do not understand the benefits of the cameras. Many even are probably in more fear because they could get caught doing something bad. But that is the purpose of the cameras. And there is no large corporation that harvests all the information around the world and watches everyone. Every time people have a fear of being watched because security cameras are around, they make the reference to Big Brother. This is a bad comparison because it is nothing like Big Brother.
NBC: These programs are created to keep people safe. If they could possibly get into the wrong hands, very unlikely, but this would cause problems. People acting paranoid is bad for the world.  
Movie Evaluation:
This was a good movie to show with 1984 because it showed how the government or ruling party could outsmart the people that it rules over and can basically make then think anything they want. 

The entire movie was very interesting because of the many things they did that to trick the people was shocking because they all believed it. The most interesting part would probably be when the President’s running opponent goes on the news and tells the people that the war is over. The main characters are able to rebound that and create an almost entirely new and believable story to keep the President up in the polls.
Other reactions were towards the many other things that they would do to continue to cover up the scandal and just every thing about them creating the war was captivating because the people would see it on television and believe it.
Found Poetry:
Two Minutes of Hate 
Hate

Hate

Hate

Two Minutes of Hate
The Hate had started.

The face of Emanuel Goldstein

The Enemy of the People

Hate Hate Hate

Lean Jewish Face
White hair, small goatee beard, clever face

A despicable face

More rage

Uncontrollable exclamations of rage breaking out

Goldstein produced fear and anger

Hated and despised by everybody
Every day
Two Minutes of Hate 

Hate

Hate

Hate

Two Minutes of Hate

Winston yelled out

SWINE SWINE SWINE

The Hate rose

The Hate rose to the climax 

Goldstein’s face melted away, into the face of Big Brother

War is Peace
Ignorance is Strength

Freedom is

SLAVERY

O’Brian’s house vs. Winston’s house
O’Brian is a member of the inner party and his house is very different than Winston’s.  Winston’s house is equipped for him to get through everyday life; where as O’Brian’s house has many luxuries. He has very fine carpet and foods. In addition, there are many servants in the house that do basic tasks for him. Another thing that is very significant is that O’Brian (all members of the Inner Party) can turn off the telescreens. This comes as a shock to Winston because this would be something that a normal person would never be allowed to do. Wine is served at the house to Winston, it is something that he has never had before, and O’Brian says that it does not really get out into the Outer Party. All of these things that O’Brian has are very fine things which are only kept for the Inner Party.
 Big Brother: Big Brother is the ruler of Oceana. He watches over everyone and everyone is forced to love and obey him. Big Brother is the symbol of the Party and he is the figurehead of the society in 1984. There are many devices placed everywhere that help Big Brother be able to “watch out” for everyone. In the beginning Winston hates Big Brother and hates living under his rule. But after the many tragic events that occur, Winston is forced in to loving Big Brother. The character of Big Brother is a fearful one. He is always watching and life under his rule is very strict, no one is truly free. 

Goldstein: In the begging Goldstein is the man that the Two Minutes of Hate is strongly directed to. This is because Goldstein is or was part of an organization the conspired against Big Brother. He is portrayed for all to hate, but later on in the story, Winston’s feelings for him changes. Winston tries to become part of the Brotherhood that is headed by Goldstein to bring down Big Brother. Winston meets with O’Brian, thinking he is a member, and he gets Goldstein’s book. Winston reads the book but then O’Brian who was really not working with Goldstein catches him. There is the question that is if Goldstein is even alive or even really existed, this is not definitely answered.
O’Brian: When Winston first starts to see O’Brian, he has good feelings about the man, like he is an ally or could become one. Winston does not talk to O’Brian, but finally there is a day when O’Brian runs into him in a hallway. O’Brian gives Winston his address and then leaves. Winston and Julia go to O’Brian’s house. O’Brian has a very nice house because he is a member of the inner party. O’Brian gives Winston a book about the Brotherhood. But later on O’Brian takes Winston to the Ministry of Love because he tricked Winston into confessing wanting to be a part of the Brotherhood. There Winston is tortured and he is forced to love Big Brother and become corrupted by the Party.

Julia: 
Julia is a young lady, who when Winston first sees, he wants to kill because he thinks she tries to act so perfect and please the Party. One day Winston and Julia meet in a hallway and Julia pretends to fall and when Winston helps her up, she slips a piece of paper into his hand. The paper says, I love you. Winston has to find a way to meet with Julia without it being noticed. He attempts a couple of times to approach her in the lunch area, but fails. Finally they are able to talk and Julia gives Winston a time and place for them to meet again. They meet in Victory Square. There Julia gives Winston directions to another meeting place. They go there and enjoy each others company. After that they meet in a small apartment over an old store. They continue to meet a lot. One day Julia begins to bring things from the Inner Party. Things like nice food and nice clothes. The keep meeting until one day they are caught by a hidden telescreen. They are separated and sent to the Ministry of love. Both Winston and Julia are forced to turn against each other through torturing at the Ministry of love. After all of this they are no longer in love after that and things have changed between them.
Winston:
Winston is the main character of 1984. He lives in Victory Mansion and at the beginning of the story his life is not very good. Winston works for the Ministry of Truth. His job is to fix mistakes, which are not really mistakes but things that the Party is changing, in the records of the past. Winston hates the Party and apposes all that it stands for. He doesn’t like being ruled over by it. In the start of the book Winston keeps a diary of things that go on in his life. Winston encounters Julia before he even knows her and he hates her. Later on Winston and Julia meet for the first time and Julia secretly gives him a piece of paper that says, I love you. Winston finds a way to meet with Julia without it being noticed. They are able to talk in the lunch room and Julia gives Winston a time and place for them to meet another time. They meet in Victory Square this time. There Julia gives Winston directions to another meeting place. This place is out in the fields. After this meeting, Winston and Julia meet in an apartment over a Antique Shop. They meet here for a while and then they are caught and taken away from each other. Winston is forced to go to the Ministry of Love. There he is tortured by O’Brian and forced to betray Julia and confess his love to Big Brother. After all this he is let go, but now he is an strong follower of the Party. Winston could be considered as a tragic hero, but he lacks many qualities that fulfil the role of being a tragic hero. Winston does not fall from a high place and he does not die. He also is not much of a hero at all because he never actually takes action against any opposing oppressor. These are many things that are required to be a tragic hero and these things are what Winston lacks. 
· Government: The government is very corrupt because it is ruled by an elite party and it excludes the rest of the people. The ones who are in this party live better lives than the lower ones because they take all the benefits for themselves and only supply the lower people with bare basics. 
· Economics: the economy is that everyone works and that all that is gained goes together and then is equally distributed. This was what is meant to happen, but it never does. Lower class is forced to do much of all the work and the people who benefit the most are the upper ruling class.
· Religion: Religion is outlawed because it was seen as something that could interfere with the ruling of the people. Religion gave people their own beliefs and their own ideas. This would hurt the party because their ruled would be greater questioned.
· Law: The law is that the lower classes obeyed whatever the Party wanted them to. The Party had supreme power over all and could manipulate laws. They basically just ruled over them and people obeyed. 
· Classes

· Inner Party: This was the upper class who benefited from all the lower classes did. They lived the better lives. They had many luxuries and basically lived off whatever the lower classes produced.
· Outer Party: These were the people who worked for the Party but did not benefit like the ones in the Inner Party. Outer party had harder jobs and got less rewarded. They had not luxurious conditions of living.
· Proles: These were the people who just lived under the role and played no part in running anything. They were forced to follow and obey. Their lives and living conditions were very harsh.
· The Media/technology: the technology is very basic for lower party members. They had what they required. Inner party members had better technology and it was more enjoyable. The media was entirly controlled by the Party. And they could get people to believe what ever they wanted through it.
Victory Gin:
“He took down from the shelf a bottle of colourless liquid with a plain white label marked VICTORY GIN. It gave off a sickly, oily smell, as of Chinese ricespirit. Winston poured out nearly a teacupful, nerved himself for a shock, and gulped it down like a dose of medicine. 
Instantly his face turned scarlet and the water ran out of his eyes. The stuff was like nitric acid, and moreover, in swallowing it one had the sensation of being hit on the back of the head with a rubber club. The next moment, however, the burning in his belly died down and the world began to look more cheerful” This quote describes Winston drinking Victory Gin in the beginning of the book. Winston drinks exactly one teacup of Victory Gin. When Winston drinks it his first reaction is that it makes him sick. His facial expression shows that it tastes very nasty and is almost painful to drink. Victory Gin is a very important symbol in 1984. It shows Winston’s relation to the Party. At first Winston obeys the Party but lives terribly under its rule. This is like him drinking the Victory Gin in the beginning. In the middle of the book Winston is away from the Party and he is with Julia. Here he drinks coffee. This is different from Victory Gin because this is something Winston actually enjoys. At the end of the book Winston is back under the rule of the Party and this time its more intense. He drinks more Victory Gin than before and he is worse off then in the beginning. This shows that he is back to the Party and completely away from anything that he enjoys. 
