Countee Cullen

Born in Louisville, KY  1903
Adopted by Reverend Frederick and Carolyn Cullen of New York City and entered high school.  1918
Graduated high school 1921
Began higher education at New York University 1922
Color published, graduated from NYU 1925
Entered and earned M.A. from Harvard University 1926
Copper Sun published 1927
Married W.E.B. DuBois’ daughter Nina Yolande DuBois, won Guggenheim Fellowship to write in France 1928
The Black Christ and Other Poems published 1929
Divorced by wife 1930
First novel One Way to Heaven published 1932
Junior high English and French teacher 1934
The Medea and Some Poems published 1935
Married Ida Mae Roberson, children’s book The Lost Zoo published 1940
Died of uremic poisoning 1946
On These I Stand: An Anthology of the Best Poems of Countee Cullen published 1947

Langston Hughes
1902  Born in Joplin, MO

1910  Maternal grandmother/guardian died

1914  Moved in with mother and stepfather 

1920  Graduated high school, spent time with father in Mexico

1921  Entered Columbia University, “The Negro Speaks of Rivers” written
1922  Left Columbia University, traveled abroad

1924  Returned to United States

1925  “Discovered” in Washington, D.C.
1926  The Weary Blues published, entered Lincoln University in Pennsylvania
1927  Fine Clothes to the Jew published

1929  Graduated from Lincoln University

1930  Not Without Laughter, novel, published, traveled to Haiti
1932  The Dream Keeper and Other Poems published, lived in the Soviet Union

1934  Short story collection The Ways of White Folks published
1940  The Big Sea, an autobiography, published

1942  Shakespeare in Harlem published

1951 Montage of a Dream Deferred published

1967 The Panther and the Lash published, Hughes died
