
Seamus Heaney conveys he experience of blackberry picking through a heavy use of imagery and extremely descriptive language.  “Blackberry-Picking” utilizes a relaxed, story-telling tone, making it understandable and relatable.


The literal description of picking blackberries is achieved very quickly and strongly.  Line one discusses the season and weather, quickly painting a picture for the reader.  The language used throughout the rest of the poem is consistent with that of the first line—full of descriptive words and phrases.  The reader, even had he never been blackberry picking, can picture exactly what it would be like.


This fact enhances the deeper side of the poem.  By first establishing the literal, physical aspect of the activity the poet allows the reader a better understanding.  The experience of this even is vividly painted by Heaney’s use of metaphors and similes, like line 16.  Lines 7-8 touch on the reader’s sense of taste and the human quality of want, making them desire blackberries.  Heaney’s poem does not end immediately after his subjects have finished collected the fruit, rather, in the second stanza, he explains the anticipation and ultimate disappointment felt after bringing the berries home.  This stanza is much shorter and more negative than the first and takes away a lot of the joy of the poem.  Despite this, it is still quite descriptive.  Lines 19-20 bring the rotting berries to life and, through this, also the picker’s disappointment, characteristic of a child.


The experience as a whole is one of sheer fun and enjoyment.  Although the subject knows that the berries will inevitably go bad, it does not take away from the act of picking them.  However, the end of the poem highlights the let down of fermented berries with the only two rhyming lines being the last and over that topic specifically.

