Reader Responses
I, Too by Langston Hughes

I have read this poem multiple times during high school and it has not become at all monotonous, rather, the meaning is more deeply embedded on my mind with each reading.  The message is clear and strong, the simplicity conveying the point that much more successfully.  I know that the first time I read this poem it intrigued me because it offered a different, more relatable perspective on the civil rights movement and its ideals than our history books ever could.  I enjoy this poem so much that I have read it over and over and almost know it by heart.

The Negro Speaks of Rivers by Langston Hughes

The powerful metaphor of the river is so compelling that it grasps my attention and holds it, even after I have finished reading the poem.  Hughes does not speak bitterly or angrily, about the Negro history, he simply states it, which makes it more eloquent. He chronicles black servitude in a way which highlights how it has made him stronger both physically and spiritually.  
The Dream Keeper by Langston Hughes


This is perhaps my favorite Hughes poem.  The subject matter highlights Hughes’ realist thoughts but through the strong imagery and sing-song melancholy tone, the poem is not discouraging dreaming, rather encouraging the dreamer to be sure his dreams do not get destroyed, even if that means accepting that they will never become reality in this world.  The speaker seems to value the dreams conceivably more than the dreamers themselves.  This poem is easily related to by all people, not just African-Americans, and it conveys a message of sincere hope. 
Epitaph for a Poet by Countee Cullen


The subject matter in this poem is more or less the same as that of Hughes’ The Dream Keeper but the tone is markedly different.  While Hughes offers an undercurrent of hope, Cullen simply does not.  The speaker here concerns himself only with his dreams rather than those of all the dreamers.  It seems like the speaker has simply given up on his dreams by “laying them away,” despite the box of gold.  Basically, I prefer Hughes to Cullen.
Incident by Countee Cullen


This poem made me sad for many reasons, first because this “incident” took place when the speaker was only eight years old, still an innocent and pure boy.  The poem demonstrates very well how much of an impression this encounter left on the speaker.  It is representative of all black people during this period, the Harlem Renaissance.  They had to constantly deal with racism and, as much as they may have tried to fight it, words did indeed hurt them, especially when they were so young.  It left a lasting impression on me.

From the Dark Tower by Countee Cullen


I had to read this poem through many times and look up a few words before I could really understand and appreciate it.  However, now that I do comprehend it more fully, I find it extremely well-written and moving.  It is obvious that Cullen intends for this poem to be about the relationship between blacks and whites and his use of colorful imagery makes the point more enduring.  He is offering hope to his race and the poem is almost a cry to battle, but it is so poetic that it would not be taken as such.  
