Langston Hughes Biography
Langston Hughes was born in Joplin, Missouri in 1902 but spent most of his childhood in Kansas with his maternal grandmother.  When she died in 1910, he lived with various relatives throughout the Midwest before moving in with his mother in Cleveland, Ohio.  He also spent some time with his father, a wealthy attorney in Mexico.  After excelling athletically and academically in high school, he had poems published in the Crisis, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People magazine.  He continued his education at Columbia University in New York City but quit after experiencing a freshman year of racism.  Over the next three years, Hughes worked a variety of unskilled jobs and went abroad.  

Hughes was “discovered” by a fellow poet while working as a busboy in a Washington, D.C. hotel in 1925.   He began receiving more national attention.  He went back to school in Pennsylvania and graduated from Lincoln University.  His first book of poetry, The Weary Blues, was published in 1926.  The poetry in this collection has a jazz rhythm, which was inspired by the time he spent in clubs while in Paris. He then moved back to New York City, where he became actively involved in the Harlem Renaissance.  As time went on, he became more politically active, especially in the time of and immediately following World War II.  Hughes also experimented in playwriting but with little success.  Hughes continued writing until his death in 1967, exploring other genres such as children’s books, novels, dramas, and short stories.  His popularity with the African-American youth waned somewhat in the later years of his career as the civil rights movement shifted to the more militant Black Power philosophy.  He will, however, always be remembered as one of the most powerful and profound poets of the Harlem Renaissance and the African-American race.

