MURPHY HIGH SCHOOL

100 South Carlen Street

Mobile, Alabama 36606

International Baccalaureate Program
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BACCALAUREATE PROGRAM

Application Packet

SUBMISSION DEADLINE:
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     International Baccalaureate Program ( Murphy High School
100 S. Carlen Street ( Mobile, AL 36606 ( 251/221-3187 ( 251/221-3201 (fax)
To:

Eighth Grade Students and Parents

From:

Reenie Aldes, Coordinator

Subject:
Murphy Pre-IB Program Information

The Murphy IB Program, which was initiated in 1986 by a group of dedicated Murphy teachers, concerned with providing able and motivated learners with a curriculum worthy of their intellectual needs, gained affiliation with the International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) in 1992.  Since that time, we have graduated over 240 IB students, 100% of whom have gone on to college or university.  The average ACT score from 1996-2008 was 30. The average SAT score was 1908 (one of last year’s IB seniors scored a “perfect” 2400).  

The IB Graduating Class of 2008 contained 4 National Merit Finalists, 4 National Merit Commended Students, 2 National Achievement Finalists, 1 National Achievement Semi-Finalist and 1 National Achievement Commended Student. This class was offered a total of $13,389,580 in scholarship monies.  Murphy’s IB students have been accepted to such prestigious institutions of higher learning as Yale, Harvard, Brown, Dartmouth, University of Pennsylvania, Northwestern, Amherst, US Coast Guard Academy, US Naval Academy, Tulane, Vanderbilt, and many, many others.

The Murphy IB Program is growing, and currently serves over 150 qualified high school students, of all socio-economic, ethnic and racial backgrounds, without regard to home-school boundaries.  Any student admitted to the program automatically receives a transfer to Murphy High School and is eligible to play sports.  

If you desire to apply on behalf of your child please follow the instructions contained in this application packet. 
If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at reenie.aldes@gmail.com or 221-3187.  You may also wish to visit our IB Website at www.mhspanthers.com (click on IB icon).

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The International Baccalaureate Organization Mission Statement:  Through comprehensive and balanced curricula coupled with challenging assessments, the International Baccalaureate Program…endeavors to develop the individual talents of young people and teach them to relate the experience of the classroom to the realities of the world outside.  Beyond intellectual rigor and high academic standards, strong emphasis is placed on the ideals of international understanding and responsible citizenship, to the end that IB students may become critical and compassionate thinkers, lifelong learners and informed participants in local and world affairs, conscious of the shared humanity that binds all people together while respecting the variety of cultures and attitudes that makes for the richness of life.

Murphy High School

International Baccalaureate Program

100 South Carlen Street

Mobile, Alabama 36606

251/221-3187
Douglas Estle

      Principal
Dear Middle School Parent:

Murphy High School is now conducting its annual selection of students for the Pre-International Baccalaureate Program, an academic program designed to meet the needs of the able and dedicated student.  

Selection for participation in the Pre-International Baccalaureate Program is done on a competitive basis and admission will be limited to 80 qualified students.  There are some prerequisites/ requirements for participation:

1. Have at least a 3.0 (B) grade point average the first semester of the eighth grade.

2. Have scored in the 90th percentile overall on the Stanford Achievement Test or an equivalent test.  If student has scored less than the 90th percentile on either the English or Mathematics portion of the examination, student may be admitted on a probationary basis.

3. Have completed Algebra I;

4. Have five current teachers (one each from English, History, Math and Science and one elective) fill out a recommendation form;

5. And, preferably, have completed one year of foreign language (French, Spanish, German, Chinese). If not, student will take Language I first semester of the freshman year and Language II second semester of the freshman year.

SPECIAL NOTE:  Admission to the Pre-IB/IB Program is done without regard to home school boundaries.  Students admitted into the program receive an automatic transfer to Murphy High School and are eligible to play sports.

An application form is appended to this letter.  If you desire to apply on behalf of your child, complete and return the application along with the required documentation, to:

MURPHY HIGH SCHOOL

International Baccalaureate Program

Attn: Reenie Aldes

100 South Carlen Street

Mobile, AL 36606

Application deadline is February 20, 2009.
For additional information, please visit our website at www.mhspanthers.com (click on the IB icon) or contact me at 221-3187.

Sincerely yours,

Reenie Aldes, Coordinator
                                  STEPS TO FOLLOW IN FILING APPLICATION

The following checklist has been included to assist you in filing your application to the Pre-IB Program.  In order to insure that your application is complete, please complete each step.

(  )
1.  Fill out and submit the Release of Information form to the Registrar of your school.

(  )
2.  Fill out the top portion and distribute the Letter of Recommendation form to 5 current
     teachers (1 each to English, History, Math, Science  and 1 elective).  The teachers 

     must 1) send their completed recommendations to the IB Program, Murphy High School

     by February 20, 2009,  OR  2) place them in a sealed envelope with the student’s name

     on the front and the teacher’s name over the sealed flap and return them to you for

     inclusion in your application packet.

(  )
3.  Fill out the Student Information Sheet.

(  )
4.  Fill out the Parent/Guardian Information Sheet and Student Statement of Interest.

(  )
5.  Fill out the Statement of Intent for the Pre-IB Applicant.

(  )
6.  Fill out the Statement of Support for the Parents of the Pre-IB Applicant.

(  )  
7.  Obtain a copy of your most recent report card.  (This must contain your 8th grade, 1st 

                 semester grades.)

(  )
8.  Obtain a copy of your most recent standardized test scores.

(  )
9.  Place information from #2-#8 (teacher recommendations may be sent by the

teacher directly to the IB Program or may be included, as per directions in #2) in an 

                 envelope and return to:


    

International Baccalaureate Program


     

Murphy High School


    

100 South Carlen Street




Mobile, AL 36606


    No later than:  February 20, 2009

****Students will receive a letter at the end of March containing the decision of the IB Admissions Committee.
Murphy High School

100 South Carlen Street

Mobile, Alabama 36606 


International Baccalaureate Program

RELEASE OF INFORMATION

(Please give this to the Registrar at your school.
Name of Middle School ____________________________________________________________

Please send a copy of the permanent academic record for my child,

(name of student)

Covering work (including standardized test scores) done in Grade 7 to the present by February 20, 2009 to:

Murphy High School

Attention:  Reenie Aldes
Parent’s Signature _____________________________________ Date ___________
Murphy High School ( Pre-International Baccalaureate Program

STUDENT INFORMATION
Name ___________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________

City/State _______________________________________             Zip _______________________

Phone Number _________________________                         Date of Birth ___________________                          

Social Security Number ______________________ 
           Male _______   Female _______

Current School _____________________________________________      Grade ______________

Race:  American Indian/Alaskan Native _____
Asian/Pacific Islander _____     Hispanic _____     Black (Non-Hispanic) _____     White Caucasian _____     Other ______________ (Specify)

*SAT Score ____________________(Total Battery/National Percentiles)               (enclose copy)
In which math class are you currently enrolled? ____________ First Semester grade _________
(enclose copy of report card)
Have you taken a foreign language?  Yes _____     No _____    Which language?   ______________

High School you are zoned for next year _______________________________________________

*SAT stands for Stanford Achievement Test.  Other standardized achievement tests such as the

CTBS and MAT are also acceptable.  


Murphy High School ( Pre-International Baccalaureate Program

PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION
Father’s Name ____________________________________________________________________

Father’s Address __________________________________________________________________




      street                                                                          city                                 state                                     zip

Home Phone ____________________________________ Work Phone ______________________

Mother’s Name ___________________________________________________________________

Mother’s Address _________________________________________________________________




      street                                                                          city                                 state                                     zip

Home Phone ____________________________________ Work Phone ______________________

Student Statement of Interest

The student is asked to write why he/she wishes to be accepted into the Pre-IB Program.  Include what you expect to gain from the program and what you expect to give to the program.  If you require additional space please use the back of this sheet.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Murphy High School ( Pre-International Baccalaureate Program

Statement of Intent - For the Pre-IB Applicant

I understand that admission to the Preliminary International Baccalaureate Program is competitive

and is limited to 80 qualified students in Grade 9. The Preliminary International Baccalaureate is a

two-year program of studies including composition and literature, mathematics, science, social

studies, and foreign language taken in the ninth and tenth grades. I also understand that the state

requirements in physical education, and health must be completed and that admission to the

International Baccalaureate Program for a diploma depends upon successful completion of the

preliminary course sequence and is not automatic.

I further understand that candidates are admitted to the International Baccalaureate Program only in the eleventh grade. I understand that the full four-year program requires an extended essay as well as a course entitled “The Theory of Knowledge” and that I must be involved in cultural, action, and service activities.

To be eligible for consideration, I must:

1. Have at least a 3.0 (B) grade point average the first semester of the eighth grade.

2. Have scored in the 90th percentile overall on the Stanford Achievement Test or an equivalent test.  If I have scored less than the 90th percentile on either the English or Mathematics portion of the examination, I may be admitted on a probationary basis.

3. Have completed Algebra I;

4. Have five current teachers (four academic and one elective) fill out a recommendation form;

5. And, preferably have completed one year of foreign language (French, Spanish, German, Chinese). If not, I will take Language I first semester of the freshman year and Language II second semester of the freshman year.

Name of Student _________________________________________________________________

Signature of Student __________________________________________ Date ________________

Murphy High School ( Pre-International Baccalaureate Program

Statement of Support - For the Parents of the Pre-IB Applicant
I have read the International Baccalaureate Program literature and commit my full support to my 

child’s participation.

Please consider this application to the Preliminary International Baccalaureate Program. I understand that because acceptance to the program is on a competitive basis and limited to 80 qualified students, meeting the eligibility requirements does not insure admission to the program and that the decision of the selection committee will be final.  If my child is accepted to the program, I agree to support his/her participation for one year.

I will insure that my child has some uninterrupted study time daily and will supervise the use of the study time in the most productive way.

I will commit my support to the IB teachers by following their guidelines regarding further study in order to insure my child’s successful completion of the program he/she had chosen.

I understand that there is a nonrefundable participation fee of $120 payable upon acceptance into the Pre-IB Program and $120 at the beginning of the sophomore year.  I further understand that there is a tuition charge of $320 payable at the beginning of the junior year and $120 at the beginning of the senior year.  (Need-based scholarship assistance is available.)

Signature of Parent/Guardian ___________________________________ Date ________________

TEACHER RECOMMENDATION
Student Name ____________________________________  Teacher ______________________________

School ___________________________________________  Subject ______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TEACHERS:  PLEASE FILL OUT SECTIONS A, B, C , SIGNATURE AND DATE.

A.  Please use the following rating scale in completing the descriptors for this student. Consider the student with reference to the program and to the full spectrum of students enrolled in your school.

5  = Exhibits this trait to an exceptional degree


2 = Exhibits this trait occasionally

4 = Exhibits this trait consistently




1 = Exhibits this trait rarely

3 = Exhibits this trait frequently




NA = Not appropriate to subject area 

Learns quickly with good retention




_______

Demonstrates higher order thinking skills



_______

Is a keen and alert observer




_______


Quickly recognizes and understands conceptual relationships

_______

Applies concepts to new materials




_______

Demonstrates extensive knowledge about a variety of subjects 

_______

Is sensitive to clock and calendar deadlines



_______

Works well in group settings




_______

Demonstrates ability to concentrate




_______

Demonstrates strong skills in:



math
_______








reading
_______








writing
_______







problem solving
_______

Demonstrates initiative and intellectual curiosity


_______

Is a self starter






 _______

Works independently





_______

Generates a large number of ideas or solutions to problems

_______

Is a risk taker






_______
Comments _____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

B.  Considering all qualifications, I believe the applicant in the International Baccalaureate Program:

        _____ will do superior work     _____ will do above average work   _____ will do average work    

        _____ will encounter some difficulty   _____  will have significant difficulty

C.  In summary, the applicant is:   _____ recommended        _____ not recommended   

                 _____  I prefer not to make a recommendation     

Date _______________    Signature__________________________________________________

(Please return either to the student or to Murphy High School, Attention: IB Coordinator, in a sealed envelope with the student’s name on the front and your signature across the seal.)
TEACHER RECOMMENDATION
Student Name ____________________________________  Teacher ______________________________

School ___________________________________________  Subject ______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TEACHERS:  PLEASE FILL OUT SECTIONS A, B, C , SIGNATURE AND DATE.
A.  Please use the following rating scale in completing the descriptors for this student. Consider the student with reference to the program and to the full spectrum of students enrolled in your school.

5  = Exhibits this trait to an exceptional degree


2 = Exhibits this trait occasionally

4 = Exhibits this trait consistently




1 = Exhibits this trait rarely

3 = Exhibits this trait frequently




NA = Not appropriate to subject area 

Learns quickly with good retention




_______

Demonstrates higher order thinking skills



_______

Is a keen and alert observer




_______


Quickly recognizes and understands conceptual relationships

_______

Applies concepts to new materials




_______

Demonstrates extensive knowledge about a variety of subjects 

_______

Is sensitive to clock and calendar deadlines



_______

Works well in group settings




_______

Demonstrates ability to concentrate




_______

Demonstrates strong skills in:



math
_______








reading
_______








writing
_______







problem solving
_______

Demonstrates initiative and intellectual curiosity


_______

Is a self starter






 _______

Works independently





_______

Generates a large number of ideas or solutions to problems

_______

Is a risk taker






_______
Comments _____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

B.  Considering all qualifications, I believe the applicant in the International Baccalaureate Program:

        _____ will do superior work     _____ will do above average work   _____ will do average work    

        _____ will encounter some difficulty   _____  will have significant difficulty

C.  In summary, the applicant is:   _____ recommended        _____ not recommended   

                 _____  I prefer not to make a recommendation     

Date _______________    Signature__________________________________________________
(Please return either to the student or to Murphy High School, Attention: IB Coordinator, in a sealed envelope with the student’s name on the front and your signature across the seal.)

TEACHER RECOMMENDATION
Student Name ____________________________________  Teacher ______________________________

School ___________________________________________  Subject ______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TEACHERS:  PLEASE FILL OUT SECTIONS A, B, C , SIGNATURE AND DATE.
A.  Please use the following rating scale in completing the descriptors for this student. Consider the student with reference to the program and to the full spectrum of students enrolled in your school.

5  = Exhibits this trait to an exceptional degree


2 = Exhibits this trait occasionally

4 = Exhibits this trait consistently




1 = Exhibits this trait rarely

3 = Exhibits this trait frequently




NA = Not appropriate to subject area 

Learns quickly with good retention




_______

Demonstrates higher order thinking skills



_______

Is a keen and alert observer




_______


Quickly recognizes and understands conceptual relationships

_______

Applies concepts to new materials




_______

Demonstrates extensive knowledge about a variety of subjects 

_______

Is sensitive to clock and calendar deadlines



_______

Works well in group settings




_______

Demonstrates ability to concentrate




_______

Demonstrates strong skills in:



math
_______








reading
_______








writing
_______







problem solving
_______

Demonstrates initiative and intellectual curiosity


_______

Is a self starter






 _______

Works independently





_______

Generates a large number of ideas or solutions to problems

_______

Is a risk taker






_______
Comments _____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

B.  Considering all qualifications, I believe the applicant in the International Baccalaureate Program:

        _____ will do superior work     _____ will do above average work   _____ will do average work    

        _____ will encounter some difficulty   _____  will have significant difficulty

C.  In summary, the applicant is:   _____ recommended        _____ not recommended   

                 _____  I prefer not to make a recommendation     

Date _______________    Signature__________________________________________________

(Please return either to the student or to Murphy High School, Attention: IB Coordinator, in a sealed envelope with the student’s name on the front and your signature across the seal.)

TEACHER RECOMMENDATION
Student Name ____________________________________  Teacher ______________________________

School ___________________________________________  Subject ______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TEACHERS:  PLEASE FILL OUT SECTIONS A, B, C , SIGNATURE AND DATE.
A.  Please use the following rating scale in completing the descriptors for this student. Consider the student with reference to the program and to the full spectrum of students enrolled in your school.

5  = Exhibits this trait to an exceptional degree


2 = Exhibits this trait occasionally

4 = Exhibits this trait consistently




1 = Exhibits this trait rarely

3 = Exhibits this trait frequently




NA = Not appropriate to subject area 

Learns quickly with good retention




_______

Demonstrates higher order thinking skills



_______

Is a keen and alert observer




_______


Quickly recognizes and understands conceptual relationships

_______

Applies concepts to new materials




_______

Demonstrates extensive knowledge about a variety of subjects 

_______

Is sensitive to clock and calendar deadlines



_______

Works well in group settings




_______

Demonstrates ability to concentrate




_______

Demonstrates strong skills in:



math
_______








reading
_______








writing
_______







problem solving
_______

Demonstrates initiative and intellectual curiosity


_______

Is a self starter






 _______

Works independently





_______

Generates a large number of ideas or solutions to problems

_______

Is a risk taker






_______
Comments _____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

B.  Considering all qualifications, I believe the applicant in the International Baccalaureate Program:

        _____ will do superior work     _____ will do above average work   _____ will do average work    

        _____ will encounter some difficulty   _____  will have significant difficulty

C.  In summary, the applicant is:   _____ recommended        _____ not recommended   

                 _____  I prefer not to make a recommendation     

Date _______________    Signature__________________________________________________

(Please return either to the student or to Murphy High School, Attention: IB Coordinator, in a sealed envelope with the student’s name on the front and your signature across the seal.)

TEACHER RECOMMENDATION
Student Name ____________________________________  Teacher ______________________________

School ___________________________________________  Subject ______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TEACHERS:  PLEASE FILL OUT SECTIONS A, B, C , SIGNATURE AND DATE.
A.  Please use the following rating scale in completing the descriptors for this student. Consider the student with reference to the program and to the full spectrum of students enrolled in your school.

5  = Exhibits this trait to an exceptional degree


2 = Exhibits this trait occasionally

4 = Exhibits this trait consistently




1 = Exhibits this trait rarely

3 = Exhibits this trait frequently




NA = Not appropriate to subject area 

Learns quickly with good retention




_______

Demonstrates higher order thinking skills



_______

Is a keen and alert observer




_______


Quickly recognizes and understands conceptual relationships

_______

Applies concepts to new materials




_______

Demonstrates extensive knowledge about a variety of subjects 

_______

Is sensitive to clock and calendar deadlines



_______

Works well in group settings




_______

Demonstrates ability to concentrate




_______

Demonstrates strong skills in:



math
_______








reading
_______








writing
_______







problem solving
_______

Demonstrates initiative and intellectual curiosity


_______

Is a self starter






 _______

Works independently





_______

Generates a large number of ideas or solutions to problems

_______

Is a risk taker






_______
Comments _____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

B.  Considering all qualifications, I believe the applicant in the International Baccalaureate Program:

        _____ will do superior work     _____ will do above average work   _____ will do average work    

        _____ will encounter some difficulty   _____  will have significant difficulty

C.  In summary, the applicant is:   _____ recommended        _____ not recommended   

                 _____  I prefer not to make a recommendation     

Date _______________    Signature__________________________________________________

(Please return either to the student or to Murphy High School, Attention: IB Coordinator, in a sealed envelope with the student’s name on the front and your signature across the seal.)
REMEMBER to enclose a copy of your most recent:


report card.


standardized test results.











GIVE THIS FORM TO THE REGISTRAR AT YOUR MIDDLE SCHOOL.


ASK THAT RECORDS BE SENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER JAN. 6, 2009.








NOTE:  A copy of the student’s permanent record must also meet the February 20, 2009 deadline.





ACCREDITED SINCE 1992





OVER 240 IB GRADUATES








