Group Discussion
Group Project #1:
The discussion question for the project will be:



What can be done to increase the academic effectiveness of Mishawaka High School?

Your final project will consist of a GROUP PAPER and a GROUP PRESENTATION. Both should cover the same material; the presentation will be for the class – the paper is for an “unknown” audience. 

Both the paper and the presentation should clearly and concisely cover the three main areas of problem solving:

1. Identify the possible problems.

2. Identify the possible causes.

3. Identify possible solutions.

Be sure to identify your top three options for each step, and then identify what your final choices are, for each step, and know why you chose each one. 
Your PAPER should be in “sentence outline” form, with all steps easily identifiable, as well as your “purpose”/discussion question. (See sample from Mr. Chamberlin.) You will turn in one typed paper for your group. 

Your PRESENTATION will be a symposium style format, with each group member participating as equally as possible. You will not use notes of any kind for this presentation; you shouldn’t need them! After the presentation, there will be an intense interrogation by the teacher. Besides seeing how well you understand your paper, one major purpose of this questioning time to give you valuable experience responding to questions, under pressure, in a mature manner. (Don’t let me get you mad or frustrated!)

You will be graded in the following manner:

· Individual Effort in the Group Discussion (15)

· Peer Planning Evaluation (5)

· Individual Presentation Performance (5)

· Group Paper (5)

· Individual Quiz – over group’s results  (20)

Be sure to choose an “effective leader”, and everyone needs to adhere to the effective leadership responsibilities!

Timetable:

Day One: Problems and Causes


Day Two: Solutions/Details (Paper Planning)


Day Three: TEST – Paper Proofreading/Presentation Planning


Day Four: PAPER and PRESENTATION due – Peer Evaluations

Use your allotted time wisely!
