Feature Story TAPING 

Pre-Taping:

· Have a list of professional questions prepared. (Try to have some “consistency” to your line of questioning, rather than rambling from one point to another.)

· Take along a tripod, lighting and a clip-on microphone. 

· Carefully select an effective interview location:

· It should be as quiet as possible

· Have an “interesting” background behind your talent

· Be sure no light or bright areas (windows, etc.) are behind talent.

· Have your talent comfortable seated. 

· Place the tripod at approximate eye level to your talent. (Don’t tape “down” at them.)

· Clip on the microphone in the correct position. (Centered, as high up as possible without hitting the “chin range”.)

· Be sure there is sufficient “indirect” front lighting.

· Correctly frame your shot. (Don’t “center it”!) The talent should be filling the screen, slightly off-centered, and looking “diagonally” to the interviewer, who is off camera.
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· Carefully check the “background” for any unintended distractions.

Taping:
· After a 5 second countdown, let the camera record for the entire interview (Don’t “start and stop” between questions.)

· Don’t touch the camera during the interview, unless the talent drastically moves (which shouldn’t happen if they are seated.)

· The interviewer doesn’t need to be seen (or even heard) during the interview. Usually the answers can “stand alone”, or be “set up” in your introduction. 

· Listen for “insert material” as the taping progresses, and write them down as you go.

Post-Taping:
· Ask the talent for any stills, videos, items, etc. that you can then tape for your “inserts”.

· Tape any other things that you feel might be appropriate, after you thank your talent for their valuable time. 

· Tape your introduction and conclusion on-site, if you wish. (It’s always effective to tape one or both of these as “establishing shots”.
· Be sure you have all of your equipment before you leave!

