Effective Camera Techniques

1. Slow down; don’t be a jerk!

Move camera slowly and smoothly when panning, zooming, tilting, etc.

2. Move it or lose it!

Move the camera (pan, zoom, tilt, etc.) for variety.

3. Fill ‘er up!

Be sure to use the COMPLETE screen for your subject. (Television is a “small” medium, so get “close up”!)

4. You’ve gotta have an angle!

Use creative camera angles to add interest to your shots 

(high, low, over the shoulder, inside the refrigerator, etc.)
5. Got a light?

Use additional lighting, especially if indoors.

6. Stand on your own three legs!

Use a tripod!

7. Give me five! Give me five!

Record for at least 5 seconds before and after each shot,
 if you’re going to be editing at a later time.

8. Don’t look out the window!

Don’t shoot “into” any bright lights. 
(As a rule, lighting should come from behind the camera.)
9. No time for dates!

Be sure to turn off the flashing “time and date” in the corner!

10. Focus, man.!

Turn off the autofocus feature.  

(Instead, Zoom all the way in, Focus, then Set Shot and Tape.)

11.  Bring Mike along!

When doing interviews, use an external microphone.

12. Don’t miss your cue!

”Cue Up” each shot before you tape, to avoid taping over important video.
