1109

Matthew

The Family History of Jesus
(Lk. 3:23b-38)
This is the family history of Jesus Christ
He came from the family of David. David
came from the family of Abraham.

2 Abraham was the father of Isaac.

Isaac was the father of Jacob.
Jacob was the father of Judah and his
brothers.
Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah.
(Their mother was Tamar.)
Perez was the father of Hezron.
Hezron was the father of Ram.
Ram was the father of Amminadab.
Amminadab was the father of Nahshon.
Nahshon was the father of Salmon.
Salmon was the father of Boaz.
(Boaz' mother was Rahab.)
Boaz was the father of Obed.
(Obed's mother was Ruth.)
Obed was the father of Jesse.
Jesse was the father of King David.
David was the father of Solomon.
(Solomon’s mother had been Uriah’s
wife.)
Solomon was the father of Rehoboam.
Rehoboam was the father of Abijah.
Abijah was the father of Asa.
Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat.
Jehoshaphat was the father of Jehoram.
Jehoram was the father of Uzziah.
Uzziah was the father of Jotham.
Jotham was the father of Ahaz.
Ahaz was the father of Hezekiah.
Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh.
Manasseh was the father of Amon.
Amon was the father of Josiah.

10

11 Josiah was the grandfather of Jehoiachin*

and his brothers.
(This was during the time that thkewish
people were taken to Babylgo be
slaves)

After they were taken to Babylon:
Jehoiachin was the father of Shealtiel.
Shealtiel was the grandfather of
Zerubbabel.
Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud.
Abiud was the father of Eliakim.
Eliakim was the father of Azor.
Azor was the father of Zadok.
Zadok was the father of Achim.
Achim was the father of Eliud.
Eliud was the father of Eleazar.
Eleazar was the father of Matthan.
Matthan was the father of Jacob.
Jacob was the father of Joseph.
Joseph was the husband of Mary,
and Mary was the mother of Jesus.
Jesus is called the Christ.*

12

13

14

17So there were fourteen generations from
Abraham to David. And there were fourteen
generations from David until the time when
the people were taken to Babylon. And there
were fourteen generations from the time when
the people were taken to Babylon until Christ
was born.

The Birth of Jesus Christ
(Lk. 2:1-7)
18The mother of Jesus Christ was Mary.
And this is how the birth of Jesus happened.
Mary was engaged to marry Joseph. But

Jehoiachin  Literally, “Jechoniah,” another name for Jehoiachin.
Christ  The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.
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MATTHEW 1:19-2:13 1110

before they married, Mary learned that st4Herod called a meeting of all the leading
was pregnant with a child. Mary was pregnaJewish priests and teachers of the law. Herod
by the power ofthe Holy Spirit.*13Mary’s asked them where the Christ* would be born.
husband, Joseph, was a good man. He did 5They answered, “In the town of Bethlehem

want to bring shame to Mary before thin Judea. The prophet* wrote about thiis
people. So he planned to divorce her secretlthe Scriptures;t

20But after Joseph thought about this, ¢ ,
angel of the Lord came to Joseph in a drea © ‘Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

The angel said, “Joseph, son of David,* dor you are important among

be afraid to accept Mary to be your wife. Tr the rulers of Judah.

baby that is in her is from the Holy Spirit:  Yes, a ruler will come from you,
21She will give birth to a son. You will name and that ruler will lead Israel,

the son Jesus.* Give him that name becat my people.”

he will save his people from their sins.” Micah 5:2

22All this happened to make clear the fu
meaning of the things the Lord said throug "Then Herod*
the prophet*:23The virgin* will be pregnant
and will give birth to a son. They will name

had a secret meeting with the
wise men from the east. Herod learned from
the wise men the exact time they first saw the

: i «~~-Star.8Then Herod sent the wise men to
Cvlim Lnswlf’r;anuel. (Immanuel means, GocBethlehem. Herod said to the wise men, “Go

24Vhen Joseph woke up, he did the thirand |QOk carefully to find the new baby. When
that the Lord’s angel told him to do. JosefYou find the baby, come tell me. Then | can go

married Mary.25But Joseph had no sexugWorship him too.” ,
union with Mary until she gave birth to th(_ °The wise men heard the king and then left.

son. And Joseph named the son Jesus. ~ They saw the same star they had seen in the
east. The wise men followed the star. The star
Wise Men Come to Visit Jesus went before them until it stopped above the
2J]esus was born in the town of Bethlehem place where the baby wa&The wise men
udea. He was born during the time whiwere happy to see the star. They were very
Herod* was king. After Jesus was born, sonexcited.11The wise men came to the house
wise men from the east came to Jerusalewhere the baby was. They saw the baby with
2The wise men asked people, “Where is tlhis mother Mary. The wise men bowed down
new baby that is the king of the Jews? We siand worshiped the baby. The wise men opened
the star that shows he was born. We saw ‘the gifts they brought for the baby. They gave
star rise in the sky in the east. We came the baby treasures of gold, frankincense, and
worship him.” myrrh.* 12But God wamned the wise men in a

3King Herod* heard about this new king odream. God warned them not to go back to
the Jews. Herod was troubled about this. AiHerod.* So the wise men went home to their

all the people in Jerusalem were worried t0own country a different way.

Jesus’ Parents Take Him to Egypt

Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, and 13After the wise men left. an ange| of the

the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does God's woyk :
among peaple n the world. Lord came to Joseph in a dream. The angel

son of David Person from the family of David, second king ofSaid, “Get up! Take the baby and his mother
Israel, about 1000 years before Christ. and escape to Egypt. Herod* will start

Jesus The name Jesus means “salvation.”

prophet A person that spoke for God. Sometimes a prophet tc
things that would happen in the future.

virgin -~ A girl that is not married and has never had sexual relation:Christ - The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.

“The virgin ... Immanuel”  Quote from Isa. 7:14. Scriptures - Holy Writings—the Old Testament.

Herod Herod | (the Great), ruler of Judea, &6. to 45.C. frankincense and myrrh - Expensive perfumes.
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1111 MATTHEW 2:14-3:9

looking for the baby. Herod wants to kill him And so the thing happened that God said

So stay in Egypt until | tell yoit is safe.” through the prophets.* God said théte
14S0 Joseph got up and left for Egypt wit Christ would be called a Nazarene.*

the baby and the baby’s mother. They le ,

during the night5Joseph stayed in Egypi  The Work of John the Baptizer

until Herod* died. This happened to mak _ (k- 1:1-8; Lk.3:1-9, 15-17, Jn. 1:19-28)

clear the full meaning of what the Lord sai“At that time John the Baptizer came and

through the prophet.* The Lord said, “I callecJbegan telling people a messafyem God.

my son to come out of Egypt.”™* This was in the desert area of Jud&khn
said, “Change your hearts and lives, because
Herod Kills the Baby Boys in Bethlehem the kingdom of heaven is coming soon.”

16Herod* saw that the wise men had foole3John the Baptizer is the one that Isaiah the
him. Herod was very, very angry. So Heroprophet* was talking about. Isaiah said:

gave an order to kill all the boys in Bethleher  « - :

and in all the area around Bethlehem. Her Ther?r:sthaepdeer:gptlshoutlng

had learned from the wise men the tiftie ‘Prepare the Wa'y for the Lord:

baby was borp It was now two years from make his paths straight.” '

that time. So Herod said to kil all the boy: \saiah 40:3

that were two years old and youngefSo the , ,
thing God said through the prophet* Jeremic  *John’s clothes were made from camel’s

happened: hair. John had a leather belt around his waist.
. , For food, John ate locusts* and wild honey.

18 “A sound was heard in Ramah. 5People went to hear John. The people came
It was bitter crying from Jerusalem and all Judea and all the area

and much sadness. around the Jordan RiveiPeople told the sins
Rachel cries for her children; they had done, and John baptized* them in the

and she cannot be comforted, Jordan River.

because her children are dead.” "Many Pharisees* and Sadducees* came to

Jeremiah 3115 he place where John was baptizing people.

Joseph and Mary Return from Egypt When John saw them he said to them: “You

19 o are all snakes! Who warned you to run away
After Herod* died, an angel of the LorCsom Gog's anger that is coming¥ou must

came to Joseph in a dream. This happenyy the things that show that you have really

while Joseph was in EgypifThe angel said, : ,
“Get up! Take the baby and his mother and (fr? i?]rll(getﬂ %Oiroﬂe%r;i agg;;vt@??]g dSo Qyt t0

to Israel. The people that were trying 10 kilyoyrselves, ‘Abraham is our father.’ | tell you

the baby are now dead.” :
2150 Joseph took the baby and the bab)that God could make children for Abraham

mother and went to Isra@2But Joseph heard
that Archelaus was now king in Judee

: : prophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote hooks
Archelaus became king when his father Herc™" - "2 o e o1d Testament,

died. So JOSG_ph was afraid to go there. JOStazarene A person from the city of Nazareth, a name probably
was warned in a dream. So Joseph left the  meaning “branch” (See Isa. 11:1).
and went to the area of GaIiIe?éJoseph went locusts Insects like grasshoppers. The law of Moses said that

: locusts could be eaten (See Lev. 11:21-22).
to a town called Nazareth and lived ther'baptize(d) A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or bury a

person or thing briefly under water.
Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that claimed

Herod Herod | (the Great), ruler of Judea, &0. to 4s.c. to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs.

prophet A person that spoke for God. Sometimes a prophet to Sadducees A leading Jewish religious group. They accepted only
things that would happen in the future. the first five books of the Old Testament. They believed that

‘I called ... Egypt” Quote from Hos. 11:1. people don't live again after death.
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MATTHEW 3:10-4:13 1112

from these rocks herédThe ax is now ready said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these
to cut down the trees.* Every tree that dowrocks to become bread.”
not make good fruit will be cut down anc 4Jesus answered him, “It is writteim the
thrown into the fire. Scriptures?,

1Tl baptize* you with water to show thai
you changed your hearts and lives. But there
a person coming later that is greater than | a
| am not good enough to take off his shoes
him. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit*  SThen the devil led Jesus to the holy city
and with fire.12He will come ready to clean(Jerusalem) The devil put Jesus on a very
the grain.* He will separate the good graihigh place on the templeThe devil said, “If
from the straw. He will put the good part of thyou are the Son of God, jump off. Why?
grain into his barn. And he will burn the paiBecause it is writtefin the Scriptures*
that is not good. He will burn it with a fire tha

‘Itis not just bread that keeps people alive.
People’s lives depend on what God says.
Deuteronomy 8:3

‘God will command his angels for you,

cannot be stopped. and their hands will catch you,
Jesus Is Baptized by John so that you will not hit your foot
(Mk. 1:9-11; Lk. 3:21-22) on arock.”

13At that time Jesus came from Galilee | Psaim 91:11-12
the Jordan River. Jesus came to John ¢ 7Jesus answered him, “It also saiysthe
wanted John to baptize* hif4But John tried Scriptures?,
to say that he was not good enough to bapt ‘

Jesus. John said, “Why do you come to me ~You must not tes{doubt)the Lord

be baptized? | should be baptized by you!” your God.”

15Jesus answered, “Let it be this way fc Deuteronomy 6:16
now. We should do all things that are right  8Then the devil led Jesus to the top of a
So John agreed to baptize* Jesus. very high mountain. The devil showed Jesus

16Jesus was baptized* and he came up (al| the kingdoms of the world, and all the great
of the water. The sky opened, and he sithings that are in those kingdon#he devil
God's Spirit coming down on him like a dovesaid, “If you will bow down and worship me, |
17And a voice spoke from heaven. The voicwill give you all these things.”

said, “This(Jesus)s my Son and | love him. | 10Jesus said to the devil, “Go away from

am very pleased with him.” me, Satan! It is writtefin the Scriptures?
The Temptation of Jesus *You must worship the Lord your God.
(Mk. 1:12-13; Lk. 4:1-13) Serve only him!”
Then the Spirit* led Jesus into the dese Deuteronomy 6:13

Jesus was taken there to be tempted by 1154 the devil left Jesus. And then some
devil. ZJesus ate nothing for 40 days arangels came to Jesus and helped him.
nights. After this, he was very hung§the
devil came to Jesus to tempt him. The de'  Jesus Begins His Work in Galilee
(MK. 1:14-15; Lk. 4:14-15)
trees The people that don't accept Jesus. They are like “rees” that 12JeSUS heard that John was put in prison.

will be cut down. So Jesus went back to Galilé&lesus did not

baptize(d) A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or bury astay in Nazareth. He went and lived in
person or thing briefly under water. :

Spirit, Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Capemaum’ a town near the la@ﬁake

Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he dc
God's work among people in the world.
clean the grain  John means that Jesus will separate the good peo Scriptures Holy Writings—the Old Testament.
from the bad people. temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
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Galilee). Capernaum is in the area necdiseases and sicknessé4The news about
Zebulun and Naphtalit4Jesus did this to Jesus spread all over Syria. And people
make happen what the prophet* Isaiah said: brought all the sick people to Jesus. These
‘ sick people were suffering from different
© “The lgﬁg ?gez%%uor} Naphtali kinds of diseases and pain. Some people were
the way to the sea ’ suffering with very bad pain, some people had
ast the Jordan’River, demons* inside them, some people were

Galilee, the land of non-Jewish Ioeop|e_epi|epti(:s,* and some people were paralyzed

16 those people live in darknetgin), (crippled). Jesus healed all these people.
but they have seen a great light: 25Many, many people followed Jesus. These

the light has come for those peaple people were from Galilee, the Ten Towns,*
that live in the land that is dark Jerusalem, Judea, and the area across tht

like a grave.” Jordan River.
Isaiah 9:1-2

17From that time Jesus began to tell peog
what God wanted This is what he said:
“Change your hearts and lives, because t
kingdom of heaven is coming soon.”

Jesus Chooses Some Followers
(Mk. 1:16-20; Lk. 5:1-11)

18Jesus was walking by Lake Galilee. H
saw two brothers, Simon (called Peter) ar
Simon’s brother Andrew. The two brother.
were fishermen and they were fishing in tt
lake with a net1®Jesus said, “Come follow
me. | will make youa different kind of
fishermen. You will work to gather people
\not fish.” 20Simon and Andrew left their nets
and followed Jesus.

21Jesus continued walking by Lake Galilet
He saw two other brothers, James and Jol
the sons of Zebedee. They were in a boat w
their father Zebedee. They were preparir
their nets to catch fish. Jesus told the brothe
to come with him22So the brothers left the
boat and their father, and they followed Jesu

Jesus Teaches and Heals People
(Lk. 6:17-19)
23Jesus went everywhere in the country |
Galilee. Jesus taught in the synagogues* a
told the Good News about the kingdom ¢
heaven. And Jesus healed all the people

Jesus Teaches the People
(Lk. 6:20-23)

Jesus saw the many people that were there.
So Jesus went up on a hill and sat down.

His followers came to hin?Jesus taught the
people. He said:

3 “People thatknow they have
great spiritual needs are blessed.
The kingdom of heaven belongs
to those people.
People that are sad now are blessed.
God will comfort those people.
5 People that are humble are blessed.
They will have the langGod
promised*
6 People that want to do right
more than anything else are blessed.
God will fully satisfy them.
7 People that give mercy to other people
are blessed.
Mercy will be given to them.
8 People that are pure in their thinking
are blessed.
Those people will be with God.
9 People that work to bring peace
are blessed.
God will call those people his sons.

~

demons Demons are evil spirits from the devil.
epileptics People with a sickness that causes them sometimes to
lose control of their bodies.
Ten Towns Greek, “Decapolis,” an area on the east side of Lake
synagogues Synagogues were places where Jews gathered {  Galilee. It once had ten main towns.
prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings. land God promised See Ps. 37:11.
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10 People that are treated badly teaches other people to obey the law will be
for doing good are blessed. great in the kingdom of heave¥! tell you

The kingdom of heaven belongs that you must do better than the teachers of

to those people. the law and the Pharisees.* If you are not

better people, then you will not enter the

1*People will say bad things against yo kingdom of heaven.

and hurt you. They will lie and say all kinds ¢

evil things against you because you follo Jesus Teaches About Anger

me. But when pe;)ple do those things 10 YT 51eyqy have heard that it was said to our
you are blessed2Be happy and glad. YOUq 16 jong ago, ‘Don't kill any person.* And
have a great reward waiting for you in heaveany person that kills will be judgec??But |

Peoﬁ'i’ giﬂ ttr;.osg Safme bad things 10 tye|'yoy “don't be angry with another person.
prophets™that fived before you. Every person is your brother. If you are angry

You Are like Salt and You Are like Light ~ With other peaople, you will be judged. And if
(MK. 9:50; Lk. 14:34-35) you say bad things to another person, you will

13You are the salt of the earth, But if thi€ Judged by the Jewish council. And if you

salt loses its taste, then it cannot be made s;ga” ano}h&a}r Fers??] ?I fool, you will be in
again. Salt is good for nothing if it loses itd2Nger oI the firé oT e,

23‘So when you offer your gift to God,
\ﬂa’ ct)isitt(.a' It must be thrown out and peog,, .\ <o+ other people. If you are offering

14You are the light that gives light to theYOUr gift before the altar,* and you remember
world. A city that is built on a hill cannot bt your brother has something against you,

hidden.15And people don’t hide a ||ght unde 24hen leave your glft there at the altar. Go
a bowl. No. People put the light on a |amand make peace with that person. Then come

table. Then the light shines for all the peopan%‘offer your gift.
in the house6in the same way, you shoul¢, > T your enemy is taking you to court, then

b(_al Ia Iighthfor oth(ejr ﬁeople. Liv(ejz soLthat peo# ggcﬁ]rgf gre'?grdes %'ltjh gfgrrgoqgﬁ( rl%/ J%us hdoourﬂ
W slee t'"e good t mgg yﬁu -O'h Ve SO Mo come his friend, then he might give you to
people wil praise your Father in heaven. i i ™oy the judge might give you to a
Jesus and the Old Testament Writings guard to put you in jaik%And | tell you that

17Don't think that | have come to destrovYoU Will not leave that jail until you have paid

the law,0f Moses or the, teaching of the €Veryning you owe.
prophets.* | have not come to destroy the
teachings. | came to give full meaning to the
teachings?8| tell you the truth. Nothing will
disappear from the law until heaven and ea
are gone. The law will not lose even th
smallest letter or the smallest part of a lett
until all has happenedfA person should
obey every command, even a command tt
does not seem important. If a person refuses
obey any command and teaches other pea
not to obey that command, then that pers
will be the least important in the kingdom ¢
heaven. But the person that obeys the law Epharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that claimed

to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs.
‘Don't... person’  Quote from Ex. 20:13; Deut. 5:17.
prophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote boo altar  Place where sacrifices or gifts are offered to God.
that are part of the Old Testament. ‘Don't ... adultery’  Quote from Ex. 20:14; Deut. 5:18.
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Jesus Teaches About Sexual Sin

2MYou have heard that it was said, ‘Don’t
do the sin of adultery.”28But | tell you that if
a person looks at a woman and wants to sin
sexually with her, then that person has already
done that sin with the woman in his miélf
your right eye makes you sin, then take it out
and throw it away. It is better to lose one part
of your body than to have your whole body
thrown into hell.30f your right hand makes
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you sin, cut it off and throw it away. It isyour shirt, then let him have your coat too.
better to lose one part of your body than f4lf a soldier forces you to walk with him one

your whole body to go into hell. mile, then go with him two milestaf a
, person asks you for something, then give it to
Jesus Teaches About Divorce him. Don't refuse to give to a person that

(Mt. 19:9; Mk. 10:11-12; Lk. 16:18)

31|t was also said, ‘Any person thai
divorces his wife must give her a written notic Love All People
of divorce.™ 32But | tell you that any person (Lk. 6:27-28, 32-36)
that divorces his wife is causing his wife to b 43¢you have heard that it was said, ‘Love

guilty of the sin of adultery.* The only reasoryour neighbor* and hate your enem$#But |

for a person to divorce his wife is if his wifete|| you, love your enemies. Pray for those
had sexual relationS_ with an_other man. Arpeop|e that do bad thmgs to yd{;ﬂf you do
any person that marries that divorced womanthis, then you will be true sons of your Father
quilty of the sin of adultery. in heaven. Your Father lets the sun rise for the
: : ood people and the bad people. Your Father
Jesus Teaches About Making Promises gendsp ralion to people thgt d% good and to

e?\l(:lljogavg T)ea‘%]tgﬁt ignlarﬁaiagdat(\)/o(\)/b people that do wrongif you love only the

peopie long ago, youn people that love you, then you will get no
(promise) don't break that promise. Keep thireyard Even the tax collectors* do that.
vows (promiseskhat you make to the Lord.™ 4754 if you are nice only to your friends,

34Bllit | tell you, nevetrhmake a VO}}’VH Don'lihen you are no better than other people. Even
make a vow using the name of N€avena nagpnle without God are nice to their

because heaven is God’s throdeDon't ..
: friends.48So you must be perfect, the same as
make a vow using the name of the eartyour Father in heaven is perfect.

because the earth belongs to God. Don’t ma
a vow using the name of Jerusalem, becat Jesus Teaches About Giving

that is the city of the great Kin@od). 36And “Be carefull When ,
, : ! you do good things,
don't even say that your own head s pro don’t do those things in front of people.

that you will keep your vow. You Cananon’t do those things for people to see you. If

make one hair on your head become white ’
black. 37Say only ‘yes' if you mean yes, ancY°! do that, then you will have no reward
'+ ooiffOM your Father in heaven.

] 1 \
say only ‘no’ if you mean no. If you must sa\ 2\ilhen you give to poor people, don't

more than ‘yes’ or ‘no,’ it is from the Evil 2 , .
One(the devil) announce that you are giving. Don't do like
the hypocrites* do. They blow trumpets before
Jesus Teaches About Fighting Back they give so that people will see them. They
(Lk. 6:29-30) do that in the synagogues* and on the streets.
38°You have heard that it was said, ‘An ey They want other people to give honor to them.
for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth3%But | | tell you the truth. Those hypocrites already
tell you, don't stand against an evil person. have their full reward3So when you give to
someone hits you on the right cheek, then tupoor people, give very secretly. Don't let any
and let him hit the other cheek to#If a person know what you are doird)our giving
person wants to sue you in court and talshould be done in secret. Your Father can see

wants to borrow from you.

‘Any person ... divorce’  Quote from Deut. 24:1. ‘Love your neighbor'  Quote from Lev. 19:18.
adultery Breaking a marriage promise by sexual sin. tax collectors Jews hired by the Romans to collect taxes. They
vow A very strong promise that a person makes, often usingt  often cheated, and the other Jews hated them.

name of something important. hypocrites Bad people that act like they are good.
‘When ... Lord"  See Lev. 19:12; Num. 30:2; Deut. 23:21. synagogues Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for
‘Aneye ... tooth’”  Quote from Ex. 21:24; Lev. 24:20. prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.
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the things that are done in secret. And he wFather in heaven will not forgive the wrong
reward you. things you do.

Jesus Teaches About Prayer Jesus Teaches About Fasting

y (Lk. 11:2-4) , , 16‘When you fast,* don't make yourselves
When you pray, don't be like thejook sad. The hypocrites* do that. Don't be

hypocrites.* The hypocrites love to stand ijixe the hypocrites. They make their faces
the synagogues* and on the street COMers io ok strange to show people that they are
B{Z}% l??(gllyyozhter?/evrﬁﬂﬁ p?ﬁg;ezﬁ?ezgi Lg%fasting. | tell you the truth, those hypocrites
) ' already have their full reward’So when you
their ‘;“” reward SWhen dyolu prat)r/], ygu ShoTurl]dfast m);ke yourself look nice. Wash you?lface.
go Into your room and close the door. Theygry ., people will not know that you are
lace, i Fathercan sce th things that /35Cn0. Butyour Fther hat you cannot see
will see you. Your Father sees the things that

done in secret. And he will reward you. . .
7And when you pray, don't be like thos¢@'® done in secret. And he will reward you.

people that don't know God. They continuc,,.,

saying things that mean nothing. Don't praSerwn%]LEcig:Igsi/:lgar'eul(r.nfl?gtf_rggh S(n %?{gy

like that. They think that God will hear then 19Don't save tr,easures for, yourselves here
because of the many things they sdyon' jon earth. Moths and rust will destroy

be like those people. Your Father knows t .
things you need before you ask hASo when treasures here on earth. And thieves can break
into your house and steal the things you have.

ou pray, you should pray like this: ,
youprey, ¥ pray 20So save your treasure in heaven. The

‘Our Father in heaven, treasures in heaven cannot be destroyed by
we pray that your name will always moths or rust. And thieves cannot break in
be keptholy. , and steal that treasurdlYour heart will be
10 We pray that your kingdom will come,  \yhere your treasure is.
and that the things you want 22'How you look at other people makes you

will be done here on earth,
the same as in heaven.
11 Give us the food we need for each day.
12 Forgive the sins we have done,
the same as we have forgiven the peopl
that did wrong to us.

the kind of person you are. If you look at people
and want to help them, you will be full of light
(goodnesk23But if you look at people in a
selfish way, you will be full of darknegsvil).
And if the only light you have is really darkness,
13 Dontlet us be tempteflested) thezrl“you have the worst kind of darkness.*
but save us from the Evil One No person can serve two masters at the
(the devil)* same time. He will hate one master and love
_ _ the other master. Or he will follow one
L4ves, if you forgive other people for themaster and refuse to follow the other master.

things they do wrong, then your Father iSo you cannot serve God and Money* at the
heaven will also forgive you for the thing:same time.

you do wrong15But if you don't forgive the

wrong things people do to you, then yot

fast To live without food for a time of prayer or mourning.
hypocrites  Bad people that act like they are good. Verses 22, 23 Literally, “22The lamp of the body is the eye. So, if
synagogues Synagogues were places where Jews gathered  your eye is purewithout envy, your whole body will be full of
prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings. light. 23But if your eye is evil, your whole body will be dark. So,
Verse 13 Some Greek copies add: “For the kingdom and the pow if the light in you is darkness, how much is the darkness.”
and the glory belong to you forever and ever. Amen.” Money Or,mamonaan Aramaic word meaning “wealth.”
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Put God's Kingdom First have that big piece of wood in your own eye.
(Lk. 12:22-34) SYou are a hypocrite.* First, take the wood out
25So | tell you, don’t worry about the of your own eye. Then you will see clearly to
food you need to live. And don’t worrytake the dust out of your brother's eye.
about the clothes you need for your bod'  e‘Don't give holy things to dogs. They wil
Life is more important than food. And theonly turn and hurt you. And don't throw your
body is more important than cloth@8Look - pearis to pigs. They will only step on them.
at the birds. They don't plant or harvest ¢
save food in barns. But your heavenly Fath  Continue to Ask God for All You Need
feeds those birds. And you know that you a (Lk. 11:9-13)
worth much more than the birdd7You ™Continue to ask’ and God will give to

cannot add any time to your life by worryintay.Continue to search, and you will find.

ab%fmd why do vou worrv about clothes’continue to knock, and the door will open for
Look at the f%werg in the fi)éld See how théyou' SYes, If a person continues asking, that
' person will receive. If a person continues

grow. They don't work or make clothes fo looking, that person will find. And if a person

29
?oﬁénrsgrllvetﬁ.e grlétatl atr?él r%/cohukmgt ngse?“continues knocking, the door will open for
! ' that person.

dressed as beautifully as one of these flowe o 5
30God clothes the grass in the field like tha ° D0 any of you have a son? If your son
That grass is living today, but tomorrow it j-@sked for bread, would you give him a rock?
thrown into the fire to be burned. So yoiNo! 1%Or if your son asked for a fish, would
know that God will clothe you much moreyou give him a snake? N&}You are not like
Don't have so little faithBDon’t worry and God—you are evil. But you know how to
say, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we give good things to your children. So surely
drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?32All the your heavenly Father will give good things to
people that don’t know God try to get thesthose people that ask him.

things. Don't worry, because your Father i

heaven knows that you need these thing The Most Important Rule

33The thing you should want most is God"  12Do to other people the same things you
kingdom and doing the good things Gowant them to do to you. This is the meaning

wants you to do. Then all these other thin(of the law,of Moses and thgteaching of the
you need will be given to yoi#So don't prophets.*

worry about tomorrow. Each day has enoug
trouble of its own. Tomorrow will have its The Way to Heaven and the Way to Hell
own worries. (Lk. 13:24)

13*Enter through the narrow gat¢hat
opens the way to heavefThe road that leads
to hell is a very easy road. And the gate to

: : hell is very wide. Many people enter that gate.
not judge you2lf you judge other people, :
you will be judged in the same way you judg. Ut the gatlf t'zl\atdopr)]ens thg Wathm:? ite
them. And the forgiveness you give to othe'S VEry small. And the road tgrug life Is
peaple will be given to you. very difficult (hard). Only a few people find
3*Why do you notice the small piece of dusthat road.
that is in your brother’s eye, but you don’
notice the big piece of wood that is in you
own eye?Why do you say to your brother, N
. ? : ypocrite A bad person that acts like he is good.
Let me t,ake that little piece Qf dust OUtloprophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote hooks
your eye'? Look at yourself first! You still " that are part of the Old Testament.
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Watch the Things People Do 29Jesus did not teach like their teachers of the
(Lk. 6:43-44; 13:25-27) law. Jesus taught like a person that had
15‘Be careful of false prophets.* Theyauthority(power)
come to you and loojgentlg like sheep. But _
they are really dangeroysike, wolves. Jesus Heals a Sick Man
16You will know these people because of tt (Mk. 1:40-45; Lk. 5:12-16)
things they do. Good things don't come frorQJesus came down from the hill. Many,
bad people, the same as grapes don't colJImany people followed himéThen a man
from thorn bushes. And figs don't come frorsick with leprosy* came to Jesus. The man
thorny weeds?7In the same way, every goocbowed down before Jesus and said, “Lord,
tree makes good fruit. And bad trees malyou have the power to heal me if you want.”
bad fruit. 18A good tree cannot make bar 3Jesus touched the man. Jesus said, “l want
fruit. And a bad tree cannot make good fruito heal you. Be healed!” And immediately the
19Every tree that does not make good fruit man was healed from his leprosytThen
cut down and thrown into the firédYou will  Jesus said to him, “Don't tell any person about
know these false people by the fruit thewhat happened. But go and show yourself to
make(things they da) the priest.* And offer the gift that Moses
2INot every person that says that | am hcommandedfor people that are made well
Lord will enter the kingdom of heaven. ThiThis will show people that you are healed.”
only people that will enter the kingdom o
heaven are those people that do the thingst  Jesus Heals an Officer's Servant
my Father in heaven wan&0n the last day (Lk. 7:1-10; Jn. 4:43-54)
many people will say to me, ‘You are ou >Jesus went to the city of Capernaum. When
Lord! We spoke for you. And for you weJesus entered the city, an army officer* came
forced out demons* and did many miracles.to him and begged for helgThe officer said,
23Then | will tell those people clearly, ‘Gc“Lord, my servant is very sick at home in bed.
away from me, you people that do wrong. He can't move his body and has much pain.”

never knew you.’ Jesus said to the officer, “I will go and
A Wise Person and a Foolish P heal him.
ise Person and a Foolish Person 8 i u
(Lk. 6:47-49) The officer answered, “Lord, | am not

. _good enough for you to come into my house.
2#Every person that hears these thingsp|l you need to do is command that my

say and obeys these things is like a wise Mgeryant be healed, and he will be heakd.
The wise man built his house on T0ERIL yyself am a man under the authorjppwer)
rained hard and the water rose. The win of sther men, And I have soldiers under my
blew and hit that house. But the house did 5 ihority. | tell one soldier, ‘Go,” and he goes.

fall, because the house was built on roc, ol another soldier. ‘Come, and he comes. |
26But the person that hears the things | teaSay to my servant, ‘Do this.’ and my servant

and does not obey those things is like a fooli

man. The foolish man built his house on sarﬁl?s )tlr?ism”e  know that you also have power
271t rained hard, the water rose, and the win 10\NhJén Jesus heard this. he was amazed.
blew and hit that house. And the house f‘Jesus said to those people that were with him,

with a loud noise.” » : :
280hen Jesus finished saying these thing | tell you the truth. This man has more faith

the people were amazed at his teachir

leprosy A very bad skin disease.
false prophets People who say they speak for God but do not realshow yourself to the priest The law of Moses said a priest must

speak God's truth. say when a Jew with leprosy was well.
demons Demons are evil spirits from the devil. officer A centurion, a Roman army officer who had authority over
miracles Amazing works done by God's power. 100 soldiers.
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1119 MATTHEW 8:11-32

than any person | have found, even in Israethe Son of Man* has no place where he can
11Many people will come from the east anrest his head.”
from the west. Those people will sit and e: 2!Another man, one of Jesus’ followers,
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob* in thsaid to Jesus, “Lord, let me go and bury my
kingdom of heavent2And those peoplgthe father first, Then | will follow you,”
Jews)that should have the kingdom will be 22But Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and let
thrown out. They will be thrown outside intcthe people that are dead bury their own dead.”
the darkness. In that place people will cry ar
grind their teethwith pain.”

13Then Jesus said to the officer,* “Gc¢
home. Your servant will be healed the wa
you believed he would.” And at that sam
time his servant was healed.

Jesus Stops a Storm
(Mk. 4:35-41; Lk. 8:22-25)
23Jesus got into a boat and his followers
went with him.24After the boat left the shore,
a very bad storm began on the lake. The waves
covered the boat. But Jesus was sleeping.
25The followers went to Jesus and woke him.
Jesus Heals Many People ; .
(Mk. 1:29-34; Lk¥4;38_811) They said, “Lord, save us! We will drown!” -
14Jesus went to Peter's house. There Je:, --J€SUS answered, “Why are you afraid?
saw that Peter's mother-in-law was in be 20U don't have enough faith.” Then Jesus
with a high fever.5Jesus touched her hancSﬁOOd and ga\ée a .cc()jmmand Ejo thedw;]ndlalr(ld
and the fever left her. Then she stood up ahe waves. The wind stopped, and the lake

became very calm.
began to serve Jesus. ) o
i6That evening people brought to JESLki The men were amazed. They said, “What

o nd of man is this? Even the wind and the
many people that had demons* inside therWater obev him!”
Jesus spoke and the demons left the peof y him:

Jesus healed all the people that were sit Jesus Sends Demons Out from Two Men

17Jesus did these things to make happen wi (Mk. 5:1-20; Lk. 8:26-39)

Isaiah the prophet* said: 28Jesus arrived at the other side of the lake
“He took away our diseases in the country of the Gadarene* people. There,*

and carried away our sicknesses.”  [WO men came to Jesus. They had demons

saiahs3:4  Inside them. These men lived in the burial
caves. They were very dangerous. So people

Following Jesus could not use the road by those cavéFhe

(Lk. 9:57-62) two men came to Jesus and shouted, “What do

18Jesus saw that all the people were arouYou want with us, Son of God? Did you come

him. So Jesus told his followers to go to trhere to punish us before the right time?”
other side of the lakd%Then a teacher of the >Near that place there was a large herd of

law came to Jesus and said, “Teacher, | wPIgS feeding3iThe demons begged Jesus, “If
follow you any place you go.” you make us leave these men, please send u:

20Jesus said to him. “The foxes have holdtO that herd of pigs.”
to live in. The birds have nests to live in. BL, ~esus said to them, “Go!” So the demons
left those men and went into the pigs. Then
the whole herd of pigs ran down the hill and
Israel The Jewish nation (people), intO the Iake. A” the plgS drowned in the
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob Three of the most important Jewish

leaders during the time of the Old Testament.
officer A centurion, a Roman army officer who had authority ove

100 soldiers.
demons Demons are evil spirits from the devil. Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14 this is
prophet A person that spoke for God. Sometimes a prophet to  the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
things that would happen in the future. Gadarene From Gadara, an area southeast of Lake Galilee.
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water.33The men that had the work of carinccame and ate with Jesus and his followers.
for the pigs ran away. They went into towr11The Pharisees* saw that Jesus was eating
and told the people what happened. They towith these people. The Pharisees asked Jesus’

about all that happened with the pigs and witfollowers, “Why does your teacher eat with
the men that had demon&tThen the whole tax collectors and other bad people?”

town went out to see Jesus. When the peoj  123esys heard the Pharisees* say this. So
saw Jesus, they begged him to leave their art jeq s said to the Pharisees, “Healthy people

Jesus Heals a Criooled Man don't need a doctqr. It is the sick pgople that
(Mk. 2:1-12; Lk?@;g_ze) need a doctor3 will tell you something. Go

the lake to his own towrSome people sacrifices. | want kindnegamong people* |
brought to Jesus a man that was paralyzdid not come to invite good people. | came to
(crippled). The man was lying on his bedinvite sinners.”
Jesus saw that these people had much fa _ »
So Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “1 Jesus Is Not Like Other Religious Jews
happy, young man. Your sins are forgiven.” (M. 2:18-22; Lk. 5:33-39)

3Some of the teachers of the law heard th  14Then the followers of John* came to
They said to themselves, “This mékesus) Jesus. They said to Jesus, “We and the
speaks like he is God—that is blasphemy.*” Pharisees* fast* often. But your followers

4Jesus knew they were thinking this. Sdon't fast. Why?”
Jesus said, “Why are you thinking such e\ 15Jesus answered, When there is a
thoughts%-6The Son of Man* has power orwedding, the friends of the bridegroom* are
earth to forgive sins. But how can I prove thnot sad while he is with them. But the time wil
to you? Maybe you are thinking it was eascome when the bridegroom will leave them.
for me to say, *Your sins are forgivenNo - The friends are sad when the bridegroom
one could see if it rgally happengBut what |aaves. Then they will fast *
it 1 say tQ,}he man, “Stand up. Take your b ygyyhen 3 person sews a patch over a hole
and walk’? Then you will be able to see tha1on an old coat, he never uses a piece of cloth

really have this power.” So Jesus said to t :
paralyzed man, “Stand up. Take your bed ath.at is not yet shrunk. If he does, the patch
will ;shrink and pull away from the coat.

0 home.”’And the man stood up and wer .
%ome.SThe people saw this andpthey wer Then the hole will be worsé/Also, people

amazed. The people praised God for givi€Ver pour new wine into old wine bags.*

power like this to men, Why? Because the old bags will break. The
wine will spill, and the wine bags will be

Matthew (Levi) Follows Jesus ruined. But people always pour new wine into

(Mk. 2:13-17; Lk. 5:27-32) new wine bags. Then the wine and the wine

*When Jesus was leaving, he saw a mhags will continue to be good.”
named Matthew. Matthew was sitting in th
tax office. Jesus said to him, “Follow me.
Then Matthew stood up and followed Jesus.
10Jesus ate dinner at Matthew's hOUSPharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that claimed

Many tax collectors* and other bad peopl tofollow carefully all Jewish laws and customns.
‘I don’t want ... people’ Quote from Hos. 6:6.
John John the Baptizer. He preached to people about Christ's
blasphemy Saying things against God. coming (Mt. 3; Lk. 3).
Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14 this fast  To live without food for a time of prayer or mourning.
the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his peoplbridegroom A man that is getting married.
tax collectors Jews hired by the Romans to collect taxes. Thewine bags Bags made from the skin of an animal and used for
often cheated, and the other Jews hated them. holding wine.
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Jesus Gives Life to a Dead Girl Jesus said, “Don't tell any person about this.”
and Heals a Sick Woman 31But the blind men left and spread the news
(Mk. 5:21-43; Lk. 8:40-56) about Jesus all around that area.

18While Jesus was saying these things, 32When the two men were leaving, some
leader of the synagogue* came to him. Ttpeople brought another man to Jesus. This
leader bowed down before Jesus and said, “*man could not talk because he had a demon*
daughter has just died. But come and touch tinside him.33Jesus forced the demon to leave

with your hand, and she will live again.” the man. Then the man that couldn't talk was
19S50 Jesus stood up and went with trable to speak. The people were amazed and
leader. Jesus’ followers went too. said, “We have never seen anything like this

20There was a woman that had beein Israel.”
bleeding for twelve years. The woman can 34But the Pharisees* said, “The leader of
behind Jesus and touched the bottom of tdemons(the devil)is the one that gives him
coat.2IThe woman was thinking, “If I can (Jesuspower to force demons out.”
touch his coat, then | will be healed.”

22Jesus turned and saw the woman. Jes  Jesus Feels Sorry for the People
said, “Be happy, dear woman. You are ma( 38)esus traveled through all the towns and
well because you believed.” Then the womevillages. Jesus taught in their synagogues*
was healed. and told people the Good News about the

23)esus continued going with the Jewiskingdom. And Jesus healed all kinds of
leader and went into the leader's house. Je:diseases and sicknesséesus saw the many
saw people there that make music fcpeople and felt sorry for them. Jesus felt sorry
funerals. And he saw many people theifor the people because the people were
crying because the girl digd?4Jesus said, worried and helpless. The people were like
“Go away. The girl is not dead. She is onlsheep without a shepherd to lead them.
asleep.” But the people laughed at Jest37Jesus said to his followers, “There are
25After the people were put out of the housimany, many people to harvelsave) But
Jesus went into the girl's room. Jesus held tthere are only a few workers to help harvest
girl's hand, and the girl stood ugThe news them.38God owns the harvegpeople) Pray
about this spread all around the area. to him that he will send more workers to help

ather his harvest.”
Jesus Heals More People J

2When Jesus was leaving there, two blir Jesus Sends His Apostles on a Mission
men followed him. The blind men said loudly ~ (Mk. 3:13-19;6:7-13; Lk. 6:12-16; 9:1-6)
“Show kindness to us, Son of David.*” 10]esus called his twelve followers
28)esus went inside, and the blind me ogether. Jesus gave them power over
went with him. Jesus asked the men, “Do ycevil spirits. Jesus gave them power to heal
believe that | am able to make you seevery kind of disease and sicknesese are
again?” The blind men answered, “Yes, Lorithe names of the twelve apostles*: Simon
we believe.” (also called Peter) and his brother Andrew;
29Then Jesus touched their eyes and saJames, son of Zebedee, and his brother John
“You believe that | can make you see again, <3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and
this will happen.”30Then the men were able toMatthew, the tax collector; James, son of
see again. Jesus warned them very strongAlphaeus, and ThaddaedS§imon the Zealot*

demon(s) Demons are evil spirits from the devil.
synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered ‘Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that claimed

prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings. to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs.
Son of David Name for the Christ (Messiah). He was from theapostles The men Jesus chose to be his special helpers.
family of David, king of Israel about 1000 years. Zealot The Zealots were a Jewish political group.
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and Judas Iscariot. Judas is the one that garrest you and take you to be judged. They
Jesus to his enemies. will whip you in their synagogues.¥You
SJesus gave these twelve apostles* sorwill be taken to stand before governors and
orders. Then he sent theto tell people about kings. People will do this to you because of
the kingdom. Jesus said, “Don’t go to theme. You will tell about me to those kings and
non-Jewish people. And don’t go into an'governors and to the non-Jewish people.
town where the Samaritans* livéBut go to 19When you are arrested, don't worry about
the people of Israefthe Jews) They are like what to say or how you should say it. At that
sheep that are lostWhen you go, tell them time you will be given the things to saflt
this: ‘The kingdom of heaven is coming soon will not really be you speaking. The Spirit of
8Heal sick people. Give dead people life agaiyour Father will be speaking through you.
Heal those people that have leprosy.* Forc 21“Brothers will turn against their own
demons* to leave people. | give you theshrothers and give them to be killed. Fathers
powers freely. So help other people freelywill turn against their own children and give
%Don't carry any money with you—gold orthem to be killed. Children will fight against
silver or copper10Don'’t carry a bag. Take for their own parents and will send their parents
your trip only the clothes and shoes you aito be killed.22All people will hate you
wearing. Don't take a walking stick. A workerbecause you follow me. But the person that
should be given the things he needs. continues strong until the end will be saved.
L*When you enter a city or town, find som23when you are treated badly in one city, go
worthy person there and stay in his home urto another city. | tell you the truth. You will
you leave.12When you enter that home saynot finish going through all the cities of Israel
‘Peace be with you 13f the people in that before the Son of Man* comes again.
home welcome you, then they are worthy  24A student is not better than his teacher. A
your peace. May they have the peace yservant is not better than his maste student
wished them. But if the people don't welcomshould be satisfied to become like his teacher.
you, then they are not worthy of your peacA servant should be satisfied to become like his
Take back the peace you wished for theimaster. If the head of the family is called
14And if a home or town refuses to welcomBeelzebul(the devil) then the other members

you or listen to you, then leave that plac of the family will be called worse names!
Shake their dust off your feet!8l tell you the

truth. On the judgment day it will be worse fc Fear God, Not People
that town than for the towns of Sodom ar (Lk. 12:2-7)
Gomorrah.* 26'So don’t be afraid of those people.
Everything that is hidden will be shown.
Jesus Warns About Troubles Everything that is secret will be made known.
(M 139-13; Lk 21:12-17) 27 tell you these things in the dafkecretly)
1&’Listen! | am sending you, and you willgyt | want you to tell these things in the light.
be like sheep among wolves. So be smart lij speak these things quietly and only to you.
snakes. But also be like doves and do nothigyt yoy should tell these things freely to all
wrong. 1/Be careful of people. They will yagpje 28Don't be afraid of peaple. They can
only kill the body. They cannot kill the soul.
apostles The men Jesus chose to be his special helpers. The onIy one you should fear is the One
Samaritans People from Samaria. They were part Jewish, but th(eGOd) that can deStroy the bOdy and the soul.

Jews did not accept them as pure Jews. He can send the bOdy and the soul to hell.
leprosy A very bad skin disease.
demon(s) Demons are evil spirits from the devil.
Shake their dust off your feet A warning. It would show that they synagogues Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for

were finished talking to these people. prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.
Sodom and Gomorrah Cities that God destroyed to punish the eviSon of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14 this is
people that lived there. the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
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29When birds are sold, two small birds cosperson that meets a prophet* and accepts him
only a penny. But not even one of those littlwill get the reward of a prophet. And any
birds can die without your Father allowing itperson that accepts a good man because tha
30God even knows how many hairs are cman is good will get the reward of a good man.
your head.31So don't be afraid. You are42f any person helps one of these little ones
worth much more than many birds. because they are my followers, then that
person will truly get his reward. That person

Telling Peaple About Your Faith will get his reward even if he only gave my

(Lk. 12:8-9) follower a cup of cold water.”
32'When a person stands before othe
people and says he believes in me, then | w Jesus and John the Baptizer
say that person belongs to me. | will say th (Lk. 7:18-35)
before my Father in heave®®But when a Jesus finished telling these things to his

person stands before people and says he d_L Liwelve followers. Then Jesus left there
not believe in me, then | will say that persoand went to the towns in Galilee to teach the
does not belong to me. | will say this beforpeople and tell thegabout Gog
my Father in heaven. 2John the Baptizer was in prison. He heard
. : about the things Christ was doing. So John
Following Jesus May Bring You Trouble gt some of his followers to Jesddohn's
e (Lk. 12:51-53; 14:26-27) _followers asked Jesus, “Are you the man that
Don't think that | have come o bring john saigwas coming, or should we wait for
peace to the earth. | did not come to brirgnother man?”

peace. | came to bring a swo¥-34 have  43aqys answered, “Go back to John and tell

come to make this happen: him about the things that you hear and see:
‘The people in a person’s own family SBlind people are able to see again; crippled

will be his enemies. people are able to walk again; people that have

A son will be against his father. leprosy* are healed; deaf people can hear

A daughter will be against her mother. again; dead peoEI_e are raised from death; and
A daughter-in-law will be against her ~ the Good News* is told to the poor people.
mother-in-law.’ 6The person that can accept* me is blessed.”
Micah 7:6 "While John's followers were leaving, Jesus
370 , began talking to the people about John. Jesus
Any person that loves his father olsaiq “what did you people go out to the desert
mother more than he loves me is not gotig see? A weed* blown by the wind? No!
enough to follow me. Any person who lovesReqlly, what did you go out to see? A man
his son or daughter more thanghe loves me yressed in fine clothes? No! Those people that
not good enough to follow me8if a person \year fine clothes live in king’s palaceSo
will not accept the crossuffering)that will \ynat did you go out to see? A prophet*? Yes,
be given to him when he follows me, the 3 | tel'you, John is more than a prophet.

that person is not good enough for ”RANY  10pis Scripture* was written about John:
person that loves his lifgnore than he loves

me, will lose true life. Any person that gives
up his life for me will find true life.
prophet A person who spoke for God.

God Will Bless People Who Accept You leprosy A very bad skin disease.
(Mk. 9:41) Good News The news that God has made a way for people to have
40The person that accepts you also acce| their sins forgiven and live with him forever.
t Literally, “is not offended by.”
me. And the person that accepts me ala o ool oo 0 or oY

weed Literally, “reed.” Jesus means that John was not weak.
accepts the OngGod) that sent me42Any  scripture Part of the Holy Writings—Old Testament,
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‘Listen! | (God)will send my helper* people.” But wisdom is shown to be right by
ahead of you. the things it does.”
He will prepare the way for you.’ ,
Malachi 3:1 Jesus Warns People That Don't Believe
o (LK. 10:13-15)

H tell you the truth: John the Baptizer I aothen Jesus criticized the cities where he
greater than any man that has ever lived. Eqjig most of his miracles.* Jesus criticized those
even the least important person in the kingdccities hecause the people there did not change
John the Baptizer came until now, the kingdoyil| pe bad for you Chorazin.* It will be bad
of heaven has been going forward stronglyfor you Bethsaida.* | did many miracles in
People using force have been trying to get tyoy I those same miracles had happened in
kingdom. 13All the prophets* and the layof Tyre and Sidon,* then those people in Tyre and
Moseg spoke until the time John came. TheSjdon would have changed their lives a long
told about the things that would happ&nd  time ago. Those people would have worn
if you will believe the things the law and thisackcloth* and put ashes on themselves to
prophets said, then you will believe that John show that they were sorry for their sidBut |
Elijah.* The law and the prophets said htell you, on the day of judgment it will be
would comel5You people that hear me, listenworse for you than for Tyre and Sid@3And

16'What can | say about the people that livyou, Capernaum,* will you be lifted up to
today? What are they like? The people tod heaven? No! You will be thrown down to the
are like children sitting in the market placeplace of death. | did many miracles in you. If
One group of children calls to the other groujthose same miracles had happened in Sodom,
the people gfSodom would have stopped
sinning and itwould still be a city today4But
| tell you it will be worse for you in the day of
judgment than for Sodom.”

17" *We played music for you,
but you did not dance;
we sang a sad song,
but you were not sad.’

18Why do | say people are like ti2Because ~ JESUS Offer(sLlB(lagpztlc) ';2';5 People
John* came and he did not egike other h ' d N hank h
peoplg or drink wine. And people say, ‘He, °>Then Jesus said, | thank you, Father,
has a demon* inside himiSThe Son of Man* -0rd 0f heaven and earth. | praise you
came eatinglike other peopleand drinking bhecau_se you have h|ddenlthese thmgshfrom
wine, and people say, ‘Look at him! He eatN€ Wis€ and smart people. But you have
too much and drinks too much wine. He is shown these things to people that are like
friend of tax collectors* and other ba(I|ttle children. 26Yes, Father, you did this
because this is what you really wanted to do.
2MMy Father has given me all things. No
person knows the Son—only the Father knows
helper Literally, ‘messenger.” the Son. And no person knows the Father—

has been ... strongly Or, “has suffered violence.”
prophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote boolgnly the Son knows the Father. And the Only

that are part of the Old Testament.
Elijah  See Mal. 4:5-6.
John John the Baptizer. He preached to people about Chrismiracles Amazing works done by the power of God.

coming (Mt. 3; Lk. 3). Chorazin, Bethsaida Towns by Lake Galilee where Jesus preached
demon Demons are evil spirits from the devil. to the people.
Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14 this Tyre and Sidon Towns in Lebanon where bad people lived.

the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his peoplsackcloth A rough cloth made from animal hair. People sometimes
tax collectors Jews hired by the Romans to collect taxes. The  wore it to show sadness.

often cheated, and the other Jews hated them. Capernaum A town in Galilee where Jesus preached.
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people that will know about the Father ar  Jesus Heals a Man’s Crippled Hand
those people the Son chooses to tell. (Mk. 3:1-6; Lk. 6:6-11)

28‘Come to me all you people that are tire  9Jesus left that place and went into their
and have heavy burdens. | will give you ressynagogue.®9n the synagogue there was a
29Accept my work and learn from me. | anman with a crippled hand. Some Jews there
gentle and humble in spirit. And you will findwere looking for a reason to accuse Jesus of
rest for your souls30Yes, the work that | ask doing wrong. So they asked Jesus, “Is it right
you to accept is easy. The burden | give ycto heal on the Sabbath day?™

to carry is not heavy.” 1Jesus answered, “If any of you has a
. sheep, and the sheep falls into a ditch on the
Some Jews Criticize Jesus Sabbath day, then you will take the sheep and

(Mk. 2:23-28; Lk. 6:1-5) help it out of the ditch12Surely a man is

1 bout that same time, Jesus Wamore important than a sheep. So the Jafv

alking through the fields of grain on énjoses allows people to do good things on the
Sabbath day.* Jesus’ followers were with hinsaphath day.”
and they were hungry. So the followers begi  13Then Jesus said to the man with the
to pick the grain and eat #The Pharisees* crippled hand, “Let me see your hand.” The
saw this. They said to Jesus, “Look! YOUman put his hand out for Jesus, and the hand
followers are doing something that is againhecame well again, the same as the other

the Jewishlaw to do on the Sabbath day.”  hand.14But the Pharisees* left and made
3Jesus said to them, “You have read whpjans to kill Jesus.

David* did when he and the people with hin
were hungry4David went into God's house. Jesus Is God's Chosen Servant

David and the people with him ate the bre¢ 15jesys knew what the Pharisees* were
that was offered to God. It was against the leqaing. So Jesus left that place. Many people
for David or the people with him to eat thefo||owed Jesus, and he healed all the sick
bread. Only the priests were allowed to eat peqple.16But Jesus warned the people not to
*And you have read in the laof Mosesthat tel| other people who he waglJesus did

on every Sabbath day* the priests in ththese things to make happen what Isaiah the
temple* break the law about the Sabbath dfprophet* said. Isaiah said,

But the priests are not wrong for doing titht. o
tell you that there is something here that ¢ “Here is my servant;

greater than the templéThe Scripture* says, | (God)have chosen him.
‘| don't want animal sacrifices; | want kindnes ~ !love him, and | am pleased with him;
.among people* You don't really know what | will put my Spiriton him,
those words mean. If you understood tho: and he will judge the nations fairly.
words, then you would not judge those peop 1° He will not argue or shout;
that have done nothing wrong. People will not hear his voice

8The Son of Man* is Lordruler) over the in the streets.
Sabbath day.*" 20 He will not break the reed

that is already bent;

Sabbath day The seventh day of the Jewish week. It was a special He will not stop the light

religious day for the Jews. that has almost stopped burning.

Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that claim
to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs.

David King of Israel about 1000 years before Christ. synagogue Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.
Scripture  Part of the Holy Writings—Old Testament. ‘Is it right ... day” It was against Jewish law to work on the
‘I'don't ... people’  Quote from Hos. 6:6. Sabbath day.

Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14 this prophet A person that spoke for God. Sometimes a prophet told
the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his peopl  things that would happen in the future.
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He will continue until he makes fair they say. But if a person speaks agairestises
judgment win the victory. to accept)the Holy Spirit,* then that person
2L All people will hope in him.” will not be forgiven.32Any person that says

Isaiah 42:1-4  things against the Son of Man* can be forgiven.
, But any person that says things against the Holy
Jesus' Power Is from God Spirit will not be forgiven. That person will not

(Mk. 3:20-30; Lk. 11:14-23; 12:10) be forgiven now or in the future.
22Then some people brought a man to Jes!

This man was blind and could not talk The Things You Do Show What You Are
because he had a demon* inside him. Jes (Lk. 6:43-45)
healed the man, and the man could talk ai 3%If you want good fruit, you must make
see. 23All the people were amazed. The peoplthe tree good. If your tree is not good then it
said, “Maybe this mar{Jesus)is the Son of will have bad fruit. A tree is known by the kind
David* that God promised to send tolis ~ of fruit it makes.34You snakes! You are evil
24The Pharisees* heard the people sayilpeople! How can you say anything good? The
this. The Pharisees said, “Jesus uses the pomouth speaks the things that are in the heart.
of Beelzebulthe devil)to force demons out of 3°A good person has good things saved in his
people. Beelzebul is the ruler of demons.”  heart. And so he speaks the good things that
25Jesus knew the things that the Phariseccome from his heart. But an evil person has
were thinking. So Jesus said to them, “Eve€vil saved in his heart. So he speaks the evil
kingdom that is fighting against itself will bethings that come from his heaPAnd 1 tell
destroyed. And every city that is divideyou that people will have to explain about
cannot continue. And every family that i €very careless thing they have said. This will
divided cannot succeedsSo if Satan(the happen on the day of judgmeftThe words
devil) forces out his own demons,* then SateYou have said will be used to judge you. Some
is divided. And his kingdom will not be able t(Of your words will make you right, but some of
continue.27You say that | use the power oYour words will make you guilty.
Satan when | force out demons. If that is tru
then what power do your people use when th The ?ﬁ\é\’%ﬁ‘ﬂl&efﬂsﬂog; ré)zc;f

force out demons? So your own people pro 38Th :
en some of the Pharisees* and teachers
8 ,
that you are wrongz"But | use the power Ofof the law answered Jesus. They said,

God's Spirit to force out demons. This Sho‘”“Teacher We want to see you do a miracle*
that the kingdom of God has come to you. "y sigr(ioroof).”
2%1f a person wants to enter a strong man " 3g3a5; answered, “Evil and sinful people

house and steal his things, first the pers 4o the ones that want to see a miracle for a

must tie the strong man. Then the person Csign (proof). But no miracle will be given as a

steal the things from the strong man's house i iq those peaple. The only sign will be the

30If a person is not with me, then e I niracle that happened to the prophet* Jonah.
against me. The person that does not work Wagjonah was in the stomach of the big fish for

me is working against me1So | tell you, thee days and three nights. In the same way,
people can be forgiven of every sin they d

And people can be forgiven for every bad thir

Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, and
the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does God's work

demon Demons are evil spirits from the devil. among people in the world.
Son of David Name for the Christ (Messiah). He was from thiSon of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14 this is
family of David, king of Israel about 1000 yeas. the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that claimmiracle  Amazing work done by the power of God.
to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. prophet A person that spoke for God. The story of Jonah is in the
if Satan ... demons Literally, “if Satan forces out Satan.” Old Testament book of Jonah.
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the Son of Man* will be in the grave threemother and my brothers®My true brother and
days and three night4tAnd on the judgment sister and mother is any person that does the
day the men from Nineveh* will stand ugthings my Father in heaven wants.”

with you people that live today, and they wil ,

show that you are Wronmu”ty)_ Why’) Jesus Uses aStory AbOUt P_lantlng Seed
Because when Jonah preached to tho (Mk. 4.1-9; Lk. 8:4-8)

people, they changed their lives. And | tel hat same day Jesus went out of the
you that | am greater than Jona#On the ouse and sat by the lakdlany, many
judgment day, the Queen of the South* wiPeople gathered around Jesus. So Jesus go
stand up with you people that live today, arinto & boat and sat down. All the people stayed
she will show that you are wrorguilty). On the shore¥Then Jesus used stories to teach
Why? Because that queen traveled from f:{1€ People many things. Jesus said: "A farmer

far away to listen to Solomon’s wise teachin(VENt out to plant his seedWhile the farmer
was planting, some seed fell by the road. The

And | tell you that | am greater than Solomorbir ds came and ate all that se6fome seed
People Today Are Full of Evil fell on rocky ground. The ground there did not
(Lk. 11:24-26) have enough dirt. The seed grew very fast
43'When an evil spiritfrom the devi there, because the ground was not déBpt
comes out of a person, that spirit trave when the sun rose, it burned the plants. The

through dry places looking for a place to recPlants died because they did not have deep
But that spirit finds no place to re¢fSo the "00tS.’Some other seed fell among thorny

spirit says, ‘Il will go back to the homeWveeds. The weeds Eg:gjrew and stopped the gooc
(person)l left.” When the spirit comes back tcPlants from growing8Some other seed fell on

that person, the spirit finds that hogperson) 9000 ground. In the good ground, the seed
still empty. That home is swept clean and€&W @nd made grain. Some plants made 100
made neatsThen the evil spirit goes out ancliMes more grain. Some plants made 60 times

: " - - d some made 30 times more grain.
brings seven other spirits more evil than itse g0 o+ &1  ime:
Then all the spirits go into that person ar You people that hear me, isten!
live there. And that person has even mo Why Jesus Used Stories to Teach
trouble than he had before. It is the same w (Mk. 4:10-12; Lk, 8:9-10)

with the evil people that live today.” 10The followers came to Jesus and asked,
Jesus' Followers Are His Family Why do you use these stories to teach the

(Mk. 3:31-35; Lk, 8:19-21) people?

: . 11Jesus answered, “Only you can know the
*While Jesus was talking to the people N ot trths about the kingdom of heaven.
mother and brothers stood outside. The

wanted to talk to Jesu$/A person told J_esus,tTrB?ﬁ: ?zt-?(here p;:rpslgnc?ﬁ QtOth gggméhﬁﬁ% esre_ cret
Your mother and brothers are waiting 10 tandingwill be given more. And he will have
you outside. They want to talk to you.

" . even more than he needs. But the person thai
*@Jesus answered, “Who is my mother? Wi goes not havemuch understandinguill lose

are my brothers?*5Then Jesus pointed {0 hiteyen the fittlsunderstandinghat he hasi3This

followers and said, “See! These people are rig why | use these stories to teach the people:
The people see, but they don't really see. The
people hear, but they don't really understand.
14S0 these people show that the things Isaiah

Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14 this i§a|d about them are true:
the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people. ‘ A1BF
Nineveh City where Jonah preached. Read Jonah 3. You %eople V\/|I|||r]|lsten
Queen of the South Queen of Sheba. She traveled 1000 miles to ana you wi , ear,
learn God's wisdom from Solomon. Read 1 Kings 10:1-13. but you will not understand.
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You people will look worries about this life and love for money
and you will see, stop that teaching from growing. So the
but you will not understand teaching does not make frujih that person’s

what you see. life,. 23But what is the seed that fell on the
15 Yes, the heartéminds)of these people  good ground? That seed is like the person that
(the Jewspre now hard. hears the teaching and understands it. That
These people have ears, person grows and makes fruit, sometimes 100
but they don't listen, times more, sometimes 60 times more, and
~ and they refuse to sebe truth sometimes 30 times more.”
This has happened so that they will not

see with their eyes, A Story About Wheat and Weeds

hear with their ears, 24Then Jesus used another story to teach

_and understand with theirminds.  them, Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is
This has happened so that they will not Wrjike 4 man that planted good seed in his field.
tome o heal them.” 25That night, all the people were asleep. The
Isaiah 6:3-10  mams enemy came and planted weeds among
16But you are blessed. You understand tithe wheat. Then the enemy went away.
things you see with your eyes. And yo26Later, the wheat grew and heads of grain
understand the things you hear with your eagrew on the wheat plants. But at the same
17] tell you the truth. Many prophets* anctime the weeds also gre&’Then the man’s
good people wanted to see the things that yservants came to him and said, ‘You planted
now see. But they did not see these thintgood seed in your field. Where did the weeds
And many prophets and good people wantcome from?’
to hear the things that you now hear. But th 28The man answered, ‘An enemy planted
did not hear these things. weeds.’
“The servants asked, ‘Do you want us to go
pull the weeds?’
2¥The man answered, ‘No, because when
you pull up the weeds, you might also pull up
the wheat30Let the weeds and the wheat
grow together until the harvest time. At the
harvest time | will tell the workers this: First
gather the weeds and tie them together to be
burned. Then gather the wheat and bring it to
my barn.”

Jesus Explains the Seeds
(MK. 4:13-20; Lk. 8:11-15)
18So listen to the meaning of that stor
about the farmer!®What is the seed that fell
by the path? That seed is like the person tl
hears the teaching about the kingdom but dc
not understand it. The Evil Onghe devil)
comes and takes away the things that we
planted in that person’s hea?fAnd what is
the seed that fell on rocky ground? That se
is like the person that hears the teaching & : :
quickly and gladly accepts that teaching JeS(UMSk.TEgSﬁg; ?;E@E"‘L’Lelit‘fg'_eg)

21But that person does not let the teaching ;. :
e - Then Jesus told the people another story:
deep into his life. He keeps that teaching Olirhe kingdom of heavera isplike 3 mustardy

a short time. When trouble or persecunorseed. A person plants that seed in his field.

comes because of the teaching he accepi .
then he quickly quits?2And what is the seeq 2That seed is one of the smallest of all seeds.

that fell among the thorny weeds? That seecBUt When the seed grows, it is one of the

like the person that hears the teaching but |/29est garden plants. It becomes a tree, big
enough for the birds to come and make nests

in its branches.”

prophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote boo
that are part of the Old Testament.
persecution Being hurt or bothered by God's enemies. fruit  The good things God wants his people to do.
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33Then Jesus told the people another stortreasure. The man was very happy to find the
“The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that itreasure. He hid the treasure in the field again.
woman mixes into a big bowl of flour to The man went and sold everything that he
make bread. The yeast makes all the dourowned to buy that field.
(bread)rise.” 45'Also, the kingdom of heaven is like a
34Jesus used stories to tell all these thinsalesman looking for fine pearOne day
to the people. Jesus always used storiesthe salesman found a very fine pearl. The
teach the peopl€This is the same as whasalesman went and sold everything he had to
the prophet* said: buy that pearl.

*1 will speak using stories; A Story About a Fishing Net

|W||Litr(]e(|:|eﬂ:;]n§]§vg1r%t \r/]vg\éerr?:gg ,:secrets 4™Also, the kingdom of heaven is like a
psaim 782 Net that was put into the lake. The net caught
many different kinds of fish48The net
Jesus Explains a Hard Story became full, so the fishermen pulled the net to
36Then Jesus left the people and went inthe shore. The fishermen sat down and put all
the house. His followers came to him anthe good fish in baskets. Then they threw
said, “Explain to us the meaning of the storaway the bad fish#dit will be the same at the

about the weeds in the field.” end of the world.* The angels will come and

37Jesus answered, “The person that plantSeparate the evil people from the good people.
the good seed in the field is the Son of Man®‘The angels will throw the evil people into
38The field is the world. The good seed are :the place of fire. In that place the people will
of God’s children in the kingdom. The weedcry and grind their teetiwith pain.”
are those people that belong to the Evil Or 54 Then Jesus asked his followgffo you
(the devil) 3%And the enemy that planted theunderstand all these things?”
bad seed is the devil. The harvest time is t The followers said, “Yes, we understand.”
end of the world.* And the workers that >2Then Jesus said to the followers, “So
gather are God's angels. every teacher of the law who has been taught
40‘The weeds are pulled up and burned iabout the kingdom of heaven is like the owner
the fire. It will be the same at the end of trof a house. That person has new things and old
world.* 41The Son of Man* will send his things saved in that house. And that person
angels, and his angels will find the people thbrings out those new things and old things.”
cause sin and all people that do evil. Tt _
angels will take those people out of hi Jesus Goes to His Home Town

kingdom. 42The angels will throw those (Mk.6:1-6; Lk 4:16-30)
people into the place of fire. In that place tt  53When Jesus finished teaching with these

people will be crying and grinding their teetistories, he left theréAJesus went to the town
\Wwith pain. 43Then the good people will shinewhere he grew up. Jesus taught the people in
like the sun. They will be in the kingdom othe synagogue,* and the people were amazed.
their Father. You people that hear me, listen The people said, “Where did this man get this
_ wisdom and this power to do miracles®**This
Stories About a Treasure and a Pearl is only the son of the carpenter. And his mother
44The kingdom of heaven is like a treasuris Mary. His brothers are James, Joseph, Simon
hidden in a field. One day a man found thand Judas®6And all his sisters are here with
us. So where does this man get this wisdom

prophet A person that spoke for God. Sometimes a prophet to
things that would happen in the future.

Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14 this synagogue Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for
the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his peopl  prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.

world Literally, “age,” or “time.” miracles Amazing works done by the power of God.
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and the power to do these things?And the  Jesus Feeds More than 5,000 People
people refused to accept Jesus. (Mk. 6:30-44; Lk. 9:10-17; Jn. 6:1-14)

But Jesus said to the people, “Other peo;  13When Jesus heard what happened to John,
give honor to a prophet.* But people in theJesus left in a boat. Jesus went alone to a place
prophet's own town or own home don't giviwhere there were no people. But the people
honor to him.” heard that Jesus left. So the people left their

58The people there did not believe in Jesttowns and followed Jesus. They went by land
So Jesus did not do many miracles there.  to the same place Jesus werftVhen Jesus

came there, he saw many, many people there.
Herod Hears About Jesus Jesus felt sorry for them, and he healed the
(Mk. 6:14-29; Lk. 9:7-9) people that were sick.
14ét that time Herod,* the rulefof 15 ate that afternoon, the followers came to
alileg, heard the things people saiJesus and said, “No people live in this place.
about Jesus’So Herod said to his servant<And it is already late. Send the people away
“This man(Jesus)s really John the Baptizer.so they can go to the towns and buy food for
He must have risen from death. That is withemselves.”

he is able to do these miracles.*” 16Jesus answered, “The people don't need
. . to go away. You give them some food to eat.”
How John the Baptizer Was Killed I7The followers answered, “But we have

3Before this time, Herod* had arreste only five loaves of bread and two fish.”
John. Herod had tied John with chains and [ 18Jesus said, “Bring the bread and the fish to
him into prison. Herod arrested John becatme.” 19Then Jesus told the people to sit down
of Herodias. Herodias was the wife of Philifon the grass. Jesus took the five loaves of bread
Herod's brother.4Herod arrested Johrand the two fish. Jesus looked into the sky and
because John told Herod: “It is not right fcthanked God for the food. Then Jesus divided
you to have Herodias3Herod wanted to kill the loaves of bread. Jesus gave the bread to the
John, but he was afraid of the people. Tlfollowers, and the followers gave the bread to
people believed that John was a prophet.*  the peopleCAll the people ate and were filled.

60n Herod's birthday, the daughter oAfter the people finished eating, the followers

Herodias danced for Herod and his groufilled twelve baskets with the pieces of food
Herod was very pleased with h@6o Herod that were not eated!There were about 5,000

promised that he would give her anything simen there that ate. There were also women and

wanted.8Herodias told her daughter what tchildren that ate.
ask for. So she said to Herod, “Give me tt
head of John the Baptizer here on this platt
9King Herod was very sad. But he ha
promised to give the daughter anything sl
wanted. And the people eating with Hero
had heard his promise. So Herod ordered tl

the thing she asked be doAéHe sent men to .
cut off gohn’s head in the prisotAnd the PEOPIE they could go hom&Ater Jesus said
men brought John’s head on a plate and gagpod-bye to the people, he went up into the
it to the girl. Then the girl took the head to h(h'”S' Jesus went there ajone to pray. It was
, , late, and Jesus was there aldit this time,

mother, Herodiast2John's followers came

i o the boat was already far away on the lake.
and got his body and buried it. Then thETh boat havind trouble b £ th
went and told Jesus what happened. € boal Was having trouble because of the

waves. The wind was blowing against it.

orophet. A person that spoke for God, 25Between three and six o’clock in the
Herod  Herod Antpas, the son of Herod the Great, morning, Jesus’ followers were still in the boat.
miracles Amazing works done by the power of God. Jesus came to them. He was walking on the
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Jesus Walks on the Lake

(Mk. 6:45-52; Jn. 6:15-21)
22Then Jesus made the followers get into
the boat. Jesus told them to go to the other
side of the lake. Jesus said that he would
come later. Jesus stayed there to tell the
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water.26The followers saw Jesus walking orhonor(respect)your father and mother.™ And
the water and they were afraid. They said, “It'God also said, ‘Any person that says bad
a ghost!” The followers shouted with fear.  things to his father or mother must be killed.™*
21But Jesus quickly spoke to them. Jesi®But you teach that a person can say to his
said, “Don’t worry! It's me! Don't be afraid.” father or mother, ‘I have something | could use
28Peter said, “Lord, if that is really you,to help you. But I will not use it to help you. |
then tell me to come to you on the water.”  will give it to God.'6You teach that person to
29Jesus said, “Come, Peter.” not honor his father. So you teach that it is not
Then Peter left the boat and walked on thimportant to do what God said. You think that
water to JesusOBut while Peter was walking it is more important to follow those rules you
on the water, he saw the wind and the wavehave.”You are hypocrites*! Isaiah was right
Peter became afraid and began sinking dovwhen he spoke about you. Isaiah said:
into the water. Peter shouted, “Lord, save me
31Then Jesus caught Peter with his han
Jesus said, “Your faith is small. Why did yo
doubt?”
32After Peter and Jesus were in the boat, t
wind became calnm#3Then those followers in
the boat worshiped Jesus and said, “Truly y«
are the Son of God.”

8 ‘These people say they honor me,
but they don't really make me
an important part of their lives.
9 Their worship of me is for nothing.
The things they teach are only rules

that people have made.”
Isaiah 29:13

. 10Jesus called the people to him. Jesus said,
Jesus Heals Many Sick People “Listen and understand what | am sayifijt
(Mk. 6:53-56) is not the things a person puts in his mouth that
34After they crossed the lake, they came ‘make him wrong.* It is the things a person
the shore at Gennesar&iThe people in that says with his mouth that make him wrong.”
place saw Jesus. They knew who he was.  12Then the followers came to Jesus and
they told the other people all around there thasked, “Do you know that the Pharisees* are
JIGSUS had come. The people brought all th angry because of what you said?”
sick people to JesudfThe people begged 13jesus answered, “Every plant that my
Jesus to let them only touch his coat to tFather in heaven has not planted himself will
healed. And all the sick people that touchehe pulled up by the rootsiStay away from the
Jesus’ coat were healed. Pharisees.* They lead the people, but they are
like blind men leading other blind men. And if
a blind man leads another blind man, then both
men will fall into a hole.”
15Peter said, “Explain to us what you said
earlier to the people.”

God's Law and Rules That People Make
(Mk. 7:1-23)
15r hen some Pharisees* and teachers
he law came to Jesus. They came froi
Jerusalem and asked Jest3Vhy do your 16355 said, “You still have trouble

followers not obey the rules given to us b jerstanding?7Surely you know that all the
our great people that lived before us? Yoltooq that enters a person’s mouth goes into
followers don’t wash their hands before the'yha stomach. Then that food goes out of the
eag!J o “And why d fs DOTY- 188Ut the bad things a person says with
ESUS answered, “ANd Wy €0 YOU TIUSE pig mo th come from the way a person thinks.

obey God's command so that you can follo' :
those rules you have®od said, “You must And these are the things that make a person

‘You must honor ... mother'  Quote from Ex. 20:12; Deut. 5:16.
‘Any person ... kiled”  Quote from Ex. 21:17.
Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that claim hypocrites Bad people who act like they are good.
to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. wrong Literally, “unclean” or “not pure.”
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wrong.* 19All these bad things begin in éamazed when they saw that people that could
person’s mind: evil thoughts, murder, adulterynot speak were able to speak again. Crippled
sexual sins, stealing, lying, saying bad thinipeople were made strong again. People that
against other peopléfThese things make could not walk were able to walk again. The
person wrong. But not washing his hands beftplind were able to see again. All the people

he eats does not make a personwrong.”  thanked the God of Isragthe Jewsjor this.
Jesus Helps a Non-Jewish Woman Jesus Feeds More than 4,000 People
(Mk. 7:24-30) (Mk. 8:1-10)

21Jesus left that place and went to the ar  323e5)5 called his followers to him and said,

of Tyre and Sidor%2A Canaanite woman froms g sorry for these people. They have been
that area came to Jesus. The woman ShOUyith me three days, and now they have

;LordHtSorr: of D(?Vid’* Pllea%e ?}elp m%! |Yl]ynothing to eat. | don't want to send them away
sSfl:‘grinerve?S %ufhnlon Inside her, and s Ehungry. They might faint while going home.”
g very ' 33The followers asked Jesus, “Where can

23But Jesus did not answer the woman. !
the followers came to Jesus and begged H We get enough bread to feed all these people?
We are far away from any town.”

uTsegntQ ir\]/\cl)%ryﬁgl”to go away. She Is followin 34Jesus asked, “How many loaves of bread
24Jesus said, “God sent me only to the Icd0 you have? )

people* of Israe(the Jews) The followers answered, “We have seven
25Then the woman came to Jesus again. cloaves of bread and a few small fish.”

bowed before Jesus and said, “Lord, helpme __ 33Jesus told the people to sit on the ground.
26Jesus answered, “It is not right to take t*8Jesus took the seven loaves of bread and

children’s bread and give it to the dogs.” the fish. Then Jesus gave thanks to God for
2TThe woman said, “Yes, Lord, but evethe food. Jesus divided the food and gave it
the dogs eat the pieces of food that fall froto the followers. The followers gave the food
their master’s table.” to the people3’All the people ate and were
28Then Jesus answered, “Woman, you hafull. After this, the followers filled seven
great faith! | will do the thing you wanted mibaskets with the pieces of food that were not
to do.” And at that time the woman’s daughtieaten.38There were about 4,000 men there

was healed. that ate. There were also women and children
that ate.3%After they ate, Jesus told the
Jesus Heals Many People people they could go home. Jesus got into the

29Then Jesus left that place and went to thoat and went to the area of Magadan.
shore of Lake Galilee. Jesus went up on a

and sat down. The Jewish Leaders Test Jesus

30Many, many people came to Jesus. The (Mk. 8:11-13; Lk. 12:54-56)
people brought many other sick people and | 1 he Pharisees* and Sadducees* came to
the sick people before Jesus. There we esus. They wanted to test Jesus. So
people that could not walk, blind peoplethey asked Jesus to show them a miracle* to

crippled people, deaf people, and many Otheprove that he was from God.
Jesus healed all these peopt#Reople were

wrong Literally, “unclean” or “not pure.” Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that claimed

adultery Breaking a marriage promise by sexual sin. to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs.

Son of David Name for the Christ (Messiah). He was from thiSadducees A leading Jewish religious group. They accepted only
family of David, king of Israel about 1000 yeas. the first five books of the Old Testament. They believed that

demon A demon is an evil spirit from the devil. people don't live again after death.

people Literally, “sheep.” miracle An amazing work done by the power of God.
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2Jesus answered, “When you people see '‘and guard against the yedlsad influence)pf
sunset, you know what the weather will be. the Pharisees* and the Sadducees.*
the sky is red, then you say we will have goc  12Then the followers understood what Jesus
weather.3And in the morning you watch themeant. Jesus was not telling them to guard
sunrise. If the sky is dark and red, then ycagainst the yeast used in bread. Jesus was
say that it will be a rainy day. These thingtelling them to guard against the teaching of
are signs of the weather. You see these sitthe Pharisees and the Sadducees.
in the sky and you know what they mean. |
the same way, you see the things that ¢  Peter Says That Jesus Is the Christ
happening now. These things are also sig (Mk. 8:27-30; Lk. 9:18-21)
But you don’t know the meaning of thes 13Jesus went to the area of Caesarea
signs.4Evil and sinful people are the kind o Philippi. Jesus said to his followers, “l am the
people that want a miracle* for a sigaroof). ~ Son of Man.* Who do the people say | am?”
But those people will have no sign—only th  14The followers answered, “Some people
sign of Jonah.*” Then Jesus left that place aisay you are John, the Baptizer. Other people
went away. say you are Elijah.* And some people say that
you are Jeremiah* or one of the prophets.*

15Then Jesus said to his followers, “And
who do you say | am?”

16Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Christ,* the Son of the living God.”

17Jesus answered, “You are blessed, Simon
son of Jonah. No person taught you that. My
Father in heaven showed you who | 88%0

this. Th id. “Di thi | tell you, you are Peter.* And | will build my
W(Igsforg;ytosglr?ﬁg blrg;de?ﬁ.’us say this becau church on this rock. The power of death* will

8Jesus knew that the followers were talkinnot be able to defeat my churdfl will give
about this. So Jesus asked them, “Why are yyou the keys of the kingdom of heaven. When
talking about not having bread? Your faith jyou speak judgment here on earth, that
small.9You still don’t understand? Remembeludgment will be God's judgment. When you
the five loaves of bread that fed the 5,0cPromise forgiveness here on earth, that
people? And remember that you filled marforgiveness will be God’s forgiveness.™
basketswith bread after the people finishe®Then Jesus warned his followers not to tell
eating? 10And remember the seven loaves (anyone that he was the Christ.*
bread that fed the 4,000 people? Rememt
that you filled many baskefwith bread after
the people finished eatify11So | was not
talking to you about bread. Why don’t yotSon of Man A name Jesus used for himsel. In Dan. 7:13-14 this is

n i the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
understand that? | am telling you to be caref Eliah A man tht spoke or God about 850

Jeremiah A man that spoke for God about 688.
prophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books
miracle An amazing work done by the power of God. that are part of the Old Testament.
sign of Jonah Jonah's three days in a big fish are like Jesus’ threChrist - The “ancinted one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.
days in the grave. Read the book of Jonah in the Old TestamenPeter The Greek name “Peter,” like the Aramaic name “Cephas,”
Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that claim  means “rock.”
to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. power of death Literally, the “gates of Hades.”
Sadducees A leading Jewish religious group. They accepted onl'When you speak ... forgiveness Literally, “Whatever you bind on
the first five books of the Old Testament. They believed thi  earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
people don't have another life after death. will be loosed in heaven.”
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Jesus’ Followers Misunderstand Him
(MK. 8:14-21)

5Jesus and his followers went across tt
lake (Lake Galilee) But the followers forgot to
bring bread8Jesus said to the followers, “Be
careful! Guard against the yedisad influence)
of the Pharisees* and the Sadducees.*

The followers discussed the meaning ¢
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Jesus Says He Must Die light. 3Then two men were there, talking with
(Mk. 8:31-9:1; Lk. 9:22-27) Jesus. The men were Moses and Elijah.*
21From that time Jesus began telling h  4Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that
followers that he must go to Jerusalem. Jeswe are here. If you want, | will put three tents
explained that the older Jewish leaders, there—one for you, one for Moses, and one
leading priests, and the teachers of the l:for Elijah.”
would make him suffer many things. Anc SWhile Peter was talking, a bright cloud
Jesus told his followers that he must be killecame over them. A voice came from the
Then, on the third day, he would be raisecloud. The voice said, “ThigJesus)is my
from death. Son and | love him. | am very pleased with
22Peter spoke to Jesus alone. Peter begahim. Obey him!”
criticize Jesus. Peter said, “God save you frc  6The followers with Jesus heard this voice.
those things, Lord! Those things will neveThey were very afraid, so they fell to the
happen to you!” ground.’But Jesus came to the followers and
23Then Jesus said to Peter, “Go away frotouched them. Jesus said, “Stand up. Don't be
me, Satan*! You are not helping me! Yo afraid.” 8The followers looked up, and they
don't care about the things of God. You on/Saw Jesus was now alone. .
care about things that people think au 9Jesus and the followers were walking down
important.” the mountain. Jesus commanded the followers,

24Then Jesus said to his followers, “If an“Don't tell any person about the things you
person wants to follow me, he must say ‘Nisaw on the mountain. Wait until the Son of
to the things he wants. That person muMan* has been raised from death. Then you
accept the crosgsuffering)that is given to can tell people about what you saw.”
him, and he must follow m@sThe person that  1°The followers asked Jesus, “Why do the
wants to save his life will lose it. And eventéachers of the law say that Elijah must
person that gives his life for me will save fcome* firstbefore the Christ* comg®
261t is worth nothing for a person to have th 11Jesus answered, “They are right to say
whole world, if he loses his soul. A persothat Elijah is coming. And it is true that
could never pay enough to buy back his soEljah will make all things the way they
27The Son of Man* will come again with hicshould bel2But | tell you, Elijah has already
Father's glory and with his angels. At thecome. People did not know who he was.
time, the Son of Man will reward each perscPeople did to him all thebad things they
for the things he has don@ tell you the wanted to do. It is the same with the Son of
truth. There are some people standing heMan.x Those same people will make the Son

that will see the Son of Man coming with hi®f Man suffer.” 13Then the followers
kingdom before they die.” understood that Jesus meant that John the

Baptizer was really Elijah.

n with M nd Elijah -
Jesus S(eMek_ s\alg-ls; ?ﬁ?g;gs-dse) ja Jesus Heals a Sick Boy

ix days later, Jesus took Peter, Jam (k. 9:14-29; Lk. 9:37-432)
17§nd John the brother of James and we 14Jesus and the followers went back to the

: : le. A man came to Jesus and bowed
up on a high mountain. They were all alorP€2P'€-. 0. _
there.2While these followers watched him P€fore him13The man said, “Lord, be kind to

Jesus was changed. His face became bri™Y Son- He has epilepsy* and is suffering
like the sun. And his clothes became white

Moses and Elijah  Two important Jewish leaders in the past.e.
Satan Name for the devil meaning “the enemy.” Jesus means tlElijah must come See Mal. 4:5-6.
Peter was talking like Satan. Christ  The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.
Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14 this epilepsy A sickness that causes a person sometimes to lose control
the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his peopl  of his body.
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very much. My son often falls into the fire 0 Peter went into the house where Jesus was.
into the water16l brought my son to your Before Peter could speak, Jesus said to him,
followers, but they could not heal him.” “The kings on the earth get different kinds of
17Jesus answered, “You people have rtaxes from people. But who are the people
faith. Your lives are all wrong. How longthat pay the taxes? Are these people the
must | stay with you? How long must king's children? Or is it other people that pay
continue to be patient with you? Bring th{he taxes? What do you think?”
boy here."18Jesus gave a strong command | “Peter answered, “The other people pay
the demon* inside the boy. Then the demcte {axes.

came out of the boy, and the boy was healec Jgsus said, “Then the children Of, the king
19Then the followers came to Jesus alondon't have to pay taxes/But we don’t want

L : to make these tax collectors angry. gay
ZP ?r)]/esggd, Eﬁ? xée%c}gléorr]%? tc\?hdev%?g \?vllthe tax in this way Go to the lake and fish.

Y, -y | After you catch the first fish, open the fish’s
not able to make the demon go out?

20Jesus answered. “You were not able ‘mouth. Inside its mouth you will find a four-

e the d b f .hdrachma coin. Take that coin and give it to
make the demon go out, because your faithihe tay collectors. That will pay the tax for
too small. I tell you the truth. If your faith is asyoy and me.”

big as a mustard seed,* then you can say

this mountain, ‘Move from here to there.” Anc Jesus Tells Who Is the Greatest

it will move. All things will be possible for (Mk. 9:33-37; Lk. 9:46-48)
you.” 2% 1 t that time the followers came to Jesus
nd asked, “Who is the greatest in the
Jesus Talks About His Death kingdom of heaven?”
(Mk. 9:30-32; Lk. 9:430-45) 2Jesus called a little child to come to him.

22 ater, the followers met together irJesus stood the child before the followers.
Galilee. Jesus said to the followers, “The Sc3Then Jesus said, “I tell you the truth. You
of Man* will be given into the control of men.must change and become like little children
23Those men will kill the Son of Man. But or,in your hearts If you don't do this, you will
the third day the Son of Man will be raiseinever enter the kingdom of heaveiThe
from death.” The followers were very sgd greatest(most importantjperson in the

hear that Jesus would be killed kingdom of heaven is the person that makes
himself humble like this child.
Jesus Teaches About Paying Taxes ¥If a person accepts a little child like this

24Jesus and his followers went tdnmyname, then that person accepts me.

Capernaum. In Capernaum some men cal Jesus Warns About Causes of Sin
to Peter. They were the men that collected t (MK. 9:42-48; Lk. 17:1-2)

two-drachma tax.* They asked, “Does you g4¢ gne of these little children believes in

tez;gher pay the two-drachma tax? me, and another person causes that child to
Peter answered, “Yes, Jesus pays the tasjn then it will be very bad for that person. It
would be better for that person to have a
o , millstone* tied around his neck and be
demon A demon is an evil spirit from the devil. drowned in the deep sed.feel sorrv for the
mustard seed This seed is very, very small, but the plant grows . ' y !
taller than a man. people in the world because of the things that
Verse 21 Some Greek copies add verse 21: “That kind of spirimake people sin. Those things must happen.
comes out only if you use prayer and fasting. But it will be very bad for the person that

Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14 this | i
the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his peoplg auses those thlngs o happen'

two-drachma tax A tax that every Jew had to pay once each ye:
for the temple. millstone A large, round stone used for grinding grain.
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8lf your hand or your foot makes you sin  1&| tell you the truth. When you speak
cut it off and throw it away. It is better for yotjudgment here on earth, that judgment will be
to lose part of your body but have life foreve God's judgment. When you promise forgiveness
That is much better than to have two hanhere on earth, that forgiveness will be God'’s
and two feet but be thrown into the fifeell) forgiveness.*
that burns forevefIf your eye makes you sin, 19Also, | tell you that if two of you on earth
take it out and throw it away. It is better foagree about something, then you can pray for it.
you to have only one eye but have life foreve And the thing you ask for will be done for you
That is much better than to have two eyes thy my Father in heavedThis is true, because
be thrown into the fire of hell. if two or three people are together believing in

me, | am there with them.”
Jesus Uses a Story About a Lost Sheep &, | am there with the

(Lk. 15:3-7) Story About Forgiveness

10°Be careful. Don't think these little  217hen Peter came to Jesus and asked
children are worth nothing. | tell you tha«| o4 \when my brother continues to do -
tﬂese chlldrlen havelz angels Ihn heager;}. A something wrong to me, how many times
those angels are always with my Father o | forgive him? Should | forgive him as

heflz\{en-“* many as seven times?”
If-a man has 100 sheep, but one of 553045 answered, “I tell you, you must
sheep becomes lost, then the man will leagq .0 him more than seven times. You must

the other 99 sheep on the hill. He will go t .~ S ,
: ; continue to forgive him even if he does wrong
look for the lost sheep. Righf2And if the {0 you seventy-seven times.*

man finds the lost sheep, the man is happ™ sx5 the kin . :
gdom of heaven is like a king
about that one sheep than about the 99 Shthat decided to collect the money that his

that were never lost. | tell you the trudiin servants owed himé4The king began to

wgn?%?; g}'?]’égg lljiitllzeactzuﬁcrirlgnht%aggrl]oi?es collect his money. One servant owed the king
" several thousand pounds of silvébThe

When a Person Hurts You servant was not able to pay the money to his

(Lk. 17:3) master, the king. So the master ordered that

131 your brotherLor Siste_r does something everything the servant owned should be sold,

wrong to you, go and tell that person what leven the servant’s wife and chlldr.en. The
did wrong. Do this alone with that person. money would be used to pay the king what
that person listens to you, then you hathe servant owed. .

helped that person to be your brother aga 29‘But the servant fell on his knees and
16But if that person refuses to listen, then (begged, ‘Be patient with me. | will pay you

to him again and bring one or two people wiieverything | owe.2’The master felt sorry for
you. Then there will be two or three othehis servant. So the master told the servant he

people that will be able to tell all thadid not have to pay. The master let the servant
happened?17If that person refuses to listen tigo free.

them, then tell the churdigroup of believers)  28‘Later, that same servant found another
If that person refuses to listen to the churcservant that owed him a few dollars’ worth of
then treat him like he is a person that does Isilver. The servant grabbed the other servant
believe in God. Treat him like he is a taaround the neck and said, ‘Pay me the money
collector.* you owe me!’

Verse 11 Some Greek copies add verse 11. “The Son of Man caiWhen you ... God’s forgiveness Literally, “Whatever you hind on

to save lost people.” earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
tax collector A Jew hired by the Romans to collect taxes. Ta  will be loosed in heaven.”

collectors often cheated, and the other Jews hated them. 77 times Or, “seventy times seven.” See Gen. 4:24.
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2¥The other servant fell on his knees anAnd the two people will become one 850
begged him, ‘Be patient with me. | will paythe two people are not two, but one. God
you everything | owe.’ joined those two people together. So no

30“But the first servant refused to beperson should separate them.”
patient. The servant told the judge that tt  "The Pharisees* asked, “So why did Moses
other servant owed him money, and the othgive a command allowing a man to divorce
servant was thrown into prison. The servahis wife by writing a certificate of divorce?”
had to stay in prison until he could pa 8Jesus answered, “Moses allowed you to
everything he owedIAll the other servants divorce your wives because you refused to
saw what happened. They were very sorry. ‘accept God’s teaching. But divorce was not
they went and told their master everythinallowed in the beginning) tell you that any
that happened. person that divorces his wife and marries

32Then the master called his servant in ananother woman is guilty of the sin of
said, ‘You evil servant. You owed me muctadultery.* The only reason for a person to
money, but you begged me to forgive youdivorce and marry again is if his first wife had
debt. So | told you that you did not have tcsexual relations with another man.”
pay anything33So you should have given the 10The followers said to Jesus, “If that is the
same mercy to that other man that is a serveOnly reason a man can divorce his wife, then
with you. You should have given him theitis better not to marry.”
same mercy that | gave you*The master ~ ‘XJesus answered, “Not every person can
was very angry, so he put the servant in priscaccept this truthabout marriage But God
to be punished. And the servant had to stay has made some people able to accept it.
prison until he could pay everything he owed *?There are different reasons why some men

35This king did the same as my heavenlcannot marry.* Some men were born without
Father will do to you. You must truly forgivethe ability to make children. Other men were
your brotheror sistey, or my heavenly Father Made that way later in life by other people.

i And other men have given up marriage
will not forgive you because of the kingdom of heaven. But the
Jesus Teaches About Divorce person that cagmarry, should accept this
(Mk. 10:1-12) teachingabout marriage”
1 fter Jesus said all these things, he le :
alilee. Jesus went into the area ¢ Jesus Welcomes Children

Judea on the other side of the Jordan Riv (Mk. 10:13-16; Lk. 18:15-17)

M le foll . heal 3Then the people brought their little
theag)clkppe:opplee t?]e(?g ed Jesus. Jesus hea children to Jesus so that Jesus could put his

3S0me Pharisees* came to Jesus. They triands on them* and pray for them. When the
to make Jesus say something wrong. Th followers saw this, they told the people to
asked Jesus, “Is it right for a man to divorcStOP bringing their children to JesusBut
his wife for any reason he chooses?” Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.
4Jesus answered, “Surely you have re;20n't Stop them, because the kingdom of

o i i x heaven belongs to people that are like these
w(')s’”%n ‘tﬂg %gapéug?o'p}/ghrgglg g?]dm%dnfglgéchildren.” 15After Jesus put his hands on the

5And God said, ‘So a man will leave hicchildren he left there.

father and mother and be joined to his wifs
‘Soaman ... one" Quote from Gen. 2:24.
adultery Breaking a marriage promise by sexual sin.
some men cannot marry Literally, “there are eunuchs.”
Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that claimBut ... marriage Or, “The person that can accept this teaching

to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. about not marrying should accept it.”
Scriptures - Holy Writings—the Old Testament. put his hands on them This showed that Jesus was giving special
‘he made ... female’ Quote from Gen. 1:27 or 5:2. blessings to these children.
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A Rich Man Refuses to Follow Jesus that followed me will also sit on thrones. You
(Mk. 10:17-31; Lk. 18:18-30) will sit on twelve thrones and you will judge the

16A man came to Jesus and asketwelve family groups of Israel.2%nd every
“Teacher, what good thing must | do to havperson that has left houses, brothers, sisters,
life forever?” father, mother, children, or farms to follow me

17Jesus answered, “Why do you ask mwill get much more than he left. And that
about what is good? Only God is good. But person will have life foreveBOMany people
you want to have life forever, obey thithat have the highest place in life now will have
commands.” the lowest place in the future. And many people

18The man asked, “Which commands?”  that have the lowest place now will have the
Jesus answered, “You must not murd‘highest place in the future.

anyone, you must not do the sin of adultery
you must not steal anything, you must not t¢ Jesus Uses a Story About Farm Workers

lies about other peopléyou must honor 20‘The kingdom of heaven is like a man
(respect)your father and mother,™ and ‘you hat owned some land. The man grew
must love other people the same as you 'Cgrapes on his land. One morning, the man

yourself.” _ went out very early to hire some other people
hZWhﬁ_youn\glgwr]nanlsalg, Il ha\aeypbeyed %to work in his field2The man agreed to pay
these things. What else do | need the workers one silver coin* for working that

21Jesus answered, “If you want to b -
perfect, then go and sell all the things ycﬁ?ﬁé‘ tgf:/\?(;lrkthe man sent the people into the

own. Give the money to the poor people. At about nine o'clock the man went to

you do this, you will have a rich treasure 'the market place and saw some other people

heaven. Then come and follow me!” : .
22But when the man heard this, he was Vestan_dmg there. These people were doing
sad. The man was very rignd wanted to N°thing.*S0 the man said to them, 'If you go
and work in my field, | will pay you what

keep his mongySo he left Jesus. ) ,
2'c~'|DThen Jesquys said to his followers, *| te Your work is worth.*So the people went to
’ ork in the field.

you the truth. It will be very hard for a rictV9 :
The man went out again about twelve

person to enter the kingdom of heavédYes, | _ , .
| tell you that it is easier for a camel to g©'clock and again at three o'clock. Both times

through the eye of a needle than for a riithe man hired some other people to work in his
person to enter the kingdom of God.” field. 6At about five o'clock the man went to the

25When the followers heard this, they wermarket place again. He saw some other people
very surprised. They asked, “Then who c¢standing there. The man asked them, ‘Why did
be saved?” you stand here all day doing nothing?’

26Jesus looked at his followers and sai  "The people said, ‘No person gave us a job.”
“This is something that people cannot d “The man said to them, ‘Then you can go
themselves. But God can do all things.” ~ and work in my field.’

2Peter said to Jesus, “We left everythingw  8°At the end of the day, the owner of the
had and followed you. So what will we have?” field said to the boss of all the workers, ‘Call

28Jesus said to the followers, ‘I tell you ththe workers and pay all of them. Start by
truth. When the new world is made, the Son paying the last people | hired. Then pay all of
Man* will sit on his great throne. And all of yoLthem, ending with the workers [ hired first.’

adultery Breaking a marriage promise by sexual sin.

‘You must not ... mother'  Quote from Ex. 20:12-16. Israel First, Israel was the Jewish nation, but the name is also used

‘you must love ... yourself Quote from Lev. 19:18. to mean all of God's people.

Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14 this silver coin A Roman denarius. One coin was the average pay for
the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his peopl  one day’s work.
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9“The workers that were hired at five A Mother Asks a Special Favor
o'clock came to get their pay. Each worker g (Mk. 10:35-45)
one silver coin.*19Then those workers that 20Then Zebedee’s wife came to Jesus. Her
were hired first came to get their pay. Thossons were with her. The mother bowed before

workers thought they would be paid more theJesus and asked him to do something for her.
the other workers. But each one of thos 2Nesus said, “What do you want?” ,
workers also received one silver coitWhen  She said, “Promise that one of my sons will
they got their silver coin, these worker Sit at your right side in your kingdom. And
complained to the man that owned the lanPromise that the other son will sit at your left

12The workers said, ‘Those people were hireSId€ in your kingdom.” ) ,
last and worked only one hour. But you paiunzjgr%t;%?jusv ﬁg{dygou tgfesgsnﬁth%uagoy%L
Bh;/n?nﬂsﬁesr?cr; iua;]s,us. And we worked hard accept the kind of suffering that | must have*?”

‘ : : The sons answered, “Yes, we can!”
+But the man that owned the field said t 3304, g 19 them, “Truly you will suffer
one of those workers, ‘Friend, | am being fa !

ih v J f f the same things that | will suffer. But I cannot
with you. You agreed to WOrk for one SilVe ohynse the person that wil sit at my right side

coin. Right?14o take your pay and go. lor my eft side. My Father has decided who
want to give the man that was hired last thyj| have those places. He has prepared those
same pay that | gave yoifl can do what | places for those people. Those places belong
want with my own money. Are you jealoustg them ”

because | am goqtb those people’ 24The other ten followers heard this. They

16'So the people that have the last plachecame angry with the two brothe?8Jesus

now will have the first place in the future called all the followers together. Jesus said,
And the people that have the first place no“You know that the rulers of the non-Jewish

will have the last place in the future.” people love to show their power over the
. people. And their important leaders love to

Jesus Talks About His Own Death use all their authority over the peoptéBut it
(Mk. 10:32-34; Lk. 18:31-34) should not be that way with you. If one of you

17Jesus was going to Jerusalem. His twel'wants to become great, then he must serve you
followers were with him. While they werelike a servant27If one of you wants to become
walking, Jesus gathered the followerfirst, then he must serve you like a slaift
together and spoke to them privately. Jesis the same with the Son of Man.* The Son of
said to them18We are going to Jerusalem Man did not come for other people to serve
The Son of Man* will be given to the leadinchim. The Son of Man came to serve other
priests and the teachers of the law. The prie people. The Son of Man came to give his life
and teachers of the law will say that the Scto save many people.”
of Man must die9They will give the Son of Jesus Heals Two Blind Men
Man to the non-Jewish people. Those peoy (MK, 10:46-52: Lk, 18:35-43)

will laugh at him and beat him with Whips 59,001 3esus and his followers were

and then they will kill him on a cross. But Oleaving Jericho. manv. manv people followed
the third day after his death, he will be raise JesungThere were t\zlv’o inn}éI Fr)nerl? sitting by

to life again.” the road. The blind men heard that Jesus was

silver coin - A Roman denarius. One coin was the average pay f
one day's work. accept ... must have Literally, “drink the cup that | must drink.”
Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14 this  Jesus used the idea of drinking from a cup to mean accepting the
the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his peopl  terrible things that would happen to him.
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coming by. So the blind men shouted, “LortJerusalem Many people spread their coats on
Son of David,* please help us!” the road for Jesus. Other people cut branches
31All the people criticized the blind men from the trees and spread the branches on the
They told the blind men not to speak. But ttroad.9Some of the people were walking ahead
blind men shouted more and more, “Lord, Stof Jesus. Other people were walking behind

of David, please help us!" - ~Jesus. The people shouted,

32Jesus stopped and said to the blind me ,
“What do you want me to do for you?” Praise* to the Son of David*

33The blind men answered, “Lord, we war ‘Welcome! God bless the One that comes
to be able to see.” in the name of the Lord"

34Jesus felt sorry for the blind men. Jesi Psaim 118:26

touched their eyes and they were able to s Praise* to God in heaven!”
Then the men followed Jesus. o
. _ 10Then Jesus went into Jerusalem. All the
Jesus Enters Jerusalem like a King people in the city were confused. They asked,
(Mk. 11:1-11; Lk. 19:28-38; Jn. 12:12-19) “Who is this man?”
2 Jesus and his followers Were comin 11The many people following Jesus
loser to Jerusalem. But first the;apswered, “This man is Jesus. He is the

stopped at Bethphage at the hill called tlyrophet* from the town of Nazareth in
Mount of Olives.* There Jesus sent two of hpGaIiFI)ee.”

followers into the town2Jesus said to the

followers, “Go to the town you can see ther Jesus Goes to the Temple

When you enter it, you will find a donkey tier  (Mk. 11:15-19; Lk. 19:45-48; Jn. 2:13-22)

there. With the donkey you will find a yount  123esus went into the temple* area. He

donkey. Untie the two donkeys and brinyrey, out all the people that were selling and

them to me3If any person asks you why Yoty ,ving things there. Jesus turned over the

are taking the donkeys, tell that person, Tlizpleq that belonged to the men that were

Mhastebr nkeeds these donkeys. He will selgy changing different kinds of money. And

t arphigch:[g)gghed 10 make clear the fuJESUS tumed over the benches of those men
: i that were selling doved3Jesus said to all the

meaning of what the prophet* saic: people there, “It is writtefin the Scriptures

5 “Tell the city of Zion, ‘My house will be called a house for prayer.™
‘Now your king is coming to you. But you are changing God’s house into a
He is humble and he is riding on a donkey ‘hiding place for thieves.*”
He is riding on a young donkey, 14Some blind people and some crippled
born from a work animal.” people came to Jesus in the temple* area.

Zechariah 9.9 Jesus healed these peopteThe leading
6The followers went and did what Jesus toPriests and the teachers of the law saw what
them to do7The followers brought the mothe/Jesus did. They saw that Jesus was doing
donkey and the young donkey to Jesus. Trgreat things and saw the children praising
put their coats on the donkeys, and Jesus Jesus in the temple area. The children were
on the coats8 Jesus rode along the road tsaying, “Praise* to the Son of David.*" All

Praise Literally, “Hosanna,” a Hebrew word used in praying to
God for help. Here, it was probably a shout of joy used in
Son of David Name for the Christ (Messiah). He was from thi  praising God or His Messiah.

family of David, king of Israel about 1000 yeas. temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
Mount of Olives A hill near the city of Jerusalem. Scriptures - Holy Writings—the Old Testament.
prophet A person that spoke for God. Sometimes a prophet tc'My house ... prayer'  Quote from Isa. 56:7.

things that would happen in the future. ‘hiding place for thieves' Quote from Jer. 7:11.
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these things made the priests and the teact25Tell me: When John baptized* people, did
of the law angry. that come from God or from man?”
16The leading priests and the teachers  The priests and the Jewish leaders talked
the law asked Jesus, “Do you hear the thinabout Jesus’ question. They said to each
these children are saying?” other, “If we answer, ‘John’s baptism was
Jesus answered, “Yes. The Scripture* sayfrom God,” then Jesus will say, ‘Then why
‘You (God) have taught children and babiedidn't you believe John26But if we say, ‘It
to give praise.” Have you not read thawas from man,’” thenall the people will be
Scripture?” angry with us We are afraid of the people,
17Then Jesus left that place and went out (because they all believe that John was a
the city to Bethany. Jesus stayed there that nig/prophet.*”
2150 they answered Jesus, “We don't know
Jesus Shows the Power of Faith \where John's authority came frgf
(Mk. 11:12-14, 20-24) Then Jesus said, “Then | won't tell you
18Early the next morning, Jesus was goirwhat authority | have to do these things!
back to the city. Jesus was very hungr
19Jesus saw a fig tree beside the road. Je  Jesus Uses a Story About Two Sons
went to the fig tregto get a fig to eatBut  28Tell me what you think about this: There
there were no figs on the tree. There wewas a man that had two sons. The man went
only leaves. So Jesus said to the tree, “Yito the first son and said, ‘Son, go and work
will never again have fruit!” And then the trectoday in my field of grapes.’
dried up and died. 2%The son answered, ‘I will not go.” But
20The followers saw this. They were venlater the son decided he should go, and the
surprised. They asked, “How did the fig treson went.
dry up and die so quickly?” 3®Then the father went to the other son
21Jesus answered, “| tell you the truth. land said, ‘Son, go and work today in my field
you have faith and no doubts, you will be ab of grapes.’ The son answered, ‘Yes, sir, | will
to do the same as | did to this tree. And ycgo and work." But the son did not go.
will be able to do more. You will be able t¢ 3*Which of the two sons obeyed his
say to this mountain, ‘Go, mountain, fall intcfather?”
the sea.’ And if you have faith, it will happen The Jewish leaders answered, “The first
22/f you believe, you will get anything youson.”
ask for in prayer.” Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth.
.You think; the tax collectors* and the
Jewish Leaders Doubt Jesus’ Authority prostitutes* are bad people. But thewill
(Mk. 11:27-33; Lk. 20:1-8) enter the kingdom of God before you enter.
23)esus went into the temple* area. Whil32John came showing you the right way to
Jesus was teaching there, the leading prielive. And you did not believe John. But the
and the older leaders of the people came tax collectors and prostitutes believed John.
Jesus. They said to Jesus, “Tell us! WhAnd you saw that the tax collectors and
authority (power)do you have to do theseprostitutes believed him. But you still refused
things? Who gave you this authority?” to change and believe him.
24Jesus answered, “I will ask you ¢
question too. If you answer me, then | will tel

you what authority | have to do these thing baptize(d) A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or bury a
person or thing briefly under water.
prophet A person that spoke for God.
Scripture  Part of the Holy Writings—Old Testament. tax collectors Jews hired by the Romans to collect taxes. They
‘You ... praise’ Quote from Ps. 8:3 (Greek version). often cheated, and the other Jews hated them.
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.  prostitutes  Women paid by men for sexual sin.
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God Sends His Son stone will be broken. And if the stone falls on a
(Mk. 12:1-12; Lk. 20:9-19) person, then it will crush that person.”
33Listen to this story: There was a ma 45The leading priests and the Pharisees*
that owned a field. He planted the field witheard these stories that Jesus told. They knew
grapes. He put a wall around the field and dthat Jesus was talking about the#fiThey
a hole for a wine press.* Then the man builtwanted to find a way to arrest Jesus. But they
tower. He leased the land to some farme were afraid of the people, because the people
Then he left for a trip34Later, it was time for believed that Jesus was a prophet.*

the grapes to be picked. So the man sent : :
servants to the farmers to get his share of 1 Stry About Pe(cEE.Iel ipl\gfezi)to a Dinner

grapes. :
35But the farmers grabbed the servants ar2 z]ﬁﬁui t%sfhde stg(r)lelz tg ei?é 2‘;&% é)ther

beat one. They killed another one and th‘kingdomg of heav%n Fi)s Iike a king’ that

killed a third servant with rocks6So the man orepared a wedding dinner for his séfihe

sent some other servants to the farmers. Tking invited some people to the feast. When

man sent more servants than he sent the fiyetoact was ready, the king sent his servants
time. But the farmers did the same thing {0 tFy te|| those people to come. But the people
servants that they did the first tim&/So the rafised to come to the king’s feast.

m%g‘said, ‘The farmers will respect my son."  The king said to the servants, ‘I have already
3¥But when the farmers saw the son, théjnyited those people. So tell them that my
said to each other, ‘This is the owner's Sofeast is ready. | have killed my best bulls and

This field will be his. If we kill him, then his calves to be eaten. Everything iS ready. Come
field will be ours!’39So the farmers took thetg the wedding feast.’

son, threw him out of the field, and killed him 5 The servants went and told the people to

40°So what will the owner of the field do tccomg. But the people refused to listen to the
these farmers when he comes?” servants. Those people went to do other things.

41The Jewish priests and leaders said, “tOne person went to work in his field, and
will surely kil those evil men. Then he willanother person went to his businéSome of
lease the field to some other farmers. He wthe other people grabbed the servants, beat
lease it to farmers that will give him his shaithem, and killed them/The king was very

of the crop at harvest time.” angry. The king sent his army to kill those
42)esus said to them, “Surely you have re people that killed his servants. And the army
this in the Scriptures*: burned their city.

8After that, the king said to his servants,

‘The stone that the builders did not want  «rpq wedding feast is ready. | invited those

became the cornerstone. people, but they were not good enough to
The Lord did this, , come to my feas®So go to the street corners
and itis wonderful to us. and invite all the people you see. Tell them to

Psaim 118:22-23  come to my feast20S0 the servants went into

43S0 | tell you that the kingdom of God willthe streets. They gathered all the people they
be taken away from you. God's kingdom Wi could find. The servants brOUght gOOd people
be given to people that do the things God waiand bad people to the place where the

in his kingdom44The person that falls on thiswedding feast was ready. And that place was
filled with people.

wine press A place dug in rock used to mash grapes and collect t

juice for making wine. Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that claimed
Scriptures - Holy Writings—the Old Testament. to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs.
cornerstone First and most important rock of a building. prophet A person that spoke for God.
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11*Then the king came in to see all thi 22Those men heard what Jesus said, and they
people. The king saw a man there that was rwere amazed. They left him and went away.
dressed in the right clothes for a weddiny ,
12The king said, ‘Friend, how were you Some Sadducees Try to Trick Jesus

allowed to come in here? You are not wearir (Mk. 12:18-21; Lk. 20:27-40) )
the right clothes for a wedding.’ But the ma , 2>That same day some Sadducees* came to

said nothing13So the king told some servanteJesus. (Sadducees believe that no person will
Tie this man’s hands and feet. Throw the m:"1S€ from death.) The Sadducees asked Jesus

cr;iﬁgggrmgrghelgtoeeltéh\gtrg ?I’?\I/Eed But ol children, then his brother must marry the
¢ h y PEOp ' Y iwoman. Then they will have children for the
eware chosen. dead brother25There were seven brothers
: : among us. The first one married but died. He

Some JeV\(ﬁE l{g?gﬂ?w E%Eé'fzkﬁfesus had no children. So his brother married the
15Then the Pharisees* left the place Whe‘woman.%r hen the second brother also died.

Jesus was teaching. They made plans to caThe same thing happened to the third brother

; . , and all the other brother&The woman was
Jesus saying something wroAghe Pharisees last to die.28But all seven men had married

senE SOme mfetrr'] to Jes@e:c t|r||ck him, Lhey her. So when people rise from death, whose
sent some of their own followers and som, = =i -7 oo

men from the group called Herodians.* Thes™ 29305 answered, “You don’t understand

men said, “Teacher, we know that you are ipecase you don't know what the Scriptures*

honest man. We know that you teach the trLsay. And you don’t know about the power of

other people think about you. All men are thgeath, there will be no marriage. People wil
same to you!’So tell us what you think. Is it not be married to each other. All people will be
right to pay taxes to Caesar*? Yes orno?" Jike the angels in heave!Surely you have
18ut Jesus knew that these men we read what God said to you about the rising
trying to trick him. So he said, “Youfrom death®2God said, ‘| am the God of
hypocrites*! Why are you trying to catch meAbraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
saying something wrong®Show me a coin Jacob.** If God said he is their God, then
used for paying the tax.” The men showethese men are not really dead. He is the God
Jesus a silver coin.20Then Jesus asked only of living people.”
“Whose picture is on the coin? And whos 33All the people heard this. They were

name is written on the coin?” amazed at Jesus’ teaching.
21The men answered, “It is Caesar’s pictul . )
and Caesar's name.” Which Command Is the Most Important?

. e Mk. 12:28-34; Lk. 10:25-28)
Then Jesus said to them, “Give to Caes ( .
the things that are Caesar's. And give to G 34The Pharisees* learned that Jesus told the

: o Sadducees* things they could not argue with.
the things that are God's. So the Pharisees met togetl#0One Pharisee
was an expert in the layof Moses. That
Pharisee asked Jesus a question to test him
Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that claim

to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. Sadducees A leading Jewish religious group. They accepted only
Herodians A Jewish political group. the first five books of the Old Testament.
Caesar The name given to the emperor (ruler) of Rome. Scriptures  Holy Writings—the Old Testament.
hypocrites  Bad people who act like they are good. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob Three important Jewish leaders during the
silver coin - A Roman denarius. One coin was the average pay f  time of the Old Testament.

one day's work. ‘lam ... Jacob’ Quote from Ex. 3:6.
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36The Pharisee said, “Teacher, whic Jesus Criticizes the Religious Leaders

command in the law is the most important?” (Mk. 12:38-40; Lk. 11:37-52; 20:45-47) .
37Jesus answered, “You must love th hen Jesus spoke to the people and to his
Lord your God. You must love him with al ollowers. Jesus sai; The teachers of

your heart’ all your SOUl, and all your mind.”the law and the Pharisees* have the aUthority
command3%And the second command is lik*SO You should obey the things they say. You
the first: ‘You must love other people tn,Should do all the things they tell you to do. But

same as you love yourself 2All of the law their lives are not good examples for you to

o . follow. They tell you to do things, but the
and the writings of the prophets® take thedon’;N do thoﬁe thi%g;j themsel\;é'g heyumakey
meaning from these two commands.” '

strict rules that are hard for people to obey.
They try to force other people to obey all those
rules. But they themselves will not try to
follow any of those rules.

Jesus Asks the Pharisees a Question
(Mk. 12:35-37; Lk. 20:41-44)

450 while the Pharisees* were togethe gery, o only reason they do good things is for

Jesus asked them a questidAlesus said, i, e t them. Th -l
“What do you think about the Christ*? Whos goxeersE ?SIFI) gf gcsriepetureesr.r*}Theeyyr¥1vaelfler fhpees%a

son is he?” ) .. boxes bigger and bigger. And they make their
The Pharisees answered, “The Christ is tspecial prayer clothes very lorgp that people
Son of David.* will see them 6Those Pharisees* and teachers

43Then Jesus said to the Pharisees, “Thof the law love to get the most important seats
why did David call him ‘Lord"? David was at the feasts. And they love to get the most
speaking by the power of theloly, Spirit.* important seats in the synagogue&rhey
David said, love for people to show respect to them in the

: . ket places. And they | h |
44 ‘The Lord(God)said to my LordChrist): ggﬁrtﬁérﬁ f#’::chefr‘?t ey love fo have people

Sit by me at my right side, 8‘But you must not be called ‘Teacher.’
and | will put your enemies under - You are all brothergnd sistergtogether. You
your control.* have only one Teache?And don't call any

Psam110:1  person on earth ‘Father.” You have one

45David calls the Christ ‘Lord.” So how can h/"ather. He is in heaveRAnd you should not
be David's son?%&None of the Phariseesbhe cglrlle.d M?_?Ler. You ha\r/]e only one Masipﬁr,
could answer Jesus’ question. And after trt e Lhrist € person that serves you like

dav no person was brave enoudh to ask Je servant is the greatest person among you.
y o p . oug 12Every person that makes himself better than
any more question$o try to trick him.

other people will be made humble. Every
person that makes himself humble will be

made great.
‘Yourmustlove ... mind"Quote from Deut. 6:5. 13t will be bad for you teachers of the law
You must... yourself - Quote from Lev. 1918, and Pharisees.* You are hypocrites.* You close

prophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books
that are part of the Old Testament.
Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that claim
to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs.
Christ  The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God. special boxes Small leather boxes containing four important
Son of David Name for the Christ (Messiah). He was from thi  Scriptures. Some Jews tied these to the forehead and left arm to
family of David, king of Israel about 1000 years. show they were very religious.
Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, ancScriptures  Holy Writings—the Old Testament.
the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does God's wcsynagogues Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for
among people in the world. prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.
control  Literally, “feet.” hypocrites  Bad people who act like they are good.
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the way for people to enter the kingdom ceven your mint, dill, and cummin.* But you
heaven. You yourselves don't enter, and ycdon't obey the really important teachings of
stop the people that are trying to ente the law—being fair, showing mercy, and
15t will be bad for you teachers of the lanbeing honest. These are the things you should
and Pharisees.* You are hypocrites.* Yodo. And you should also continue to do those
travel across the seas and across differeother things24You guide the people, but you
countries to find one person that will followare blind! Think about a person picking a
your ways. When you find that person, y0|ltt|e fly out of his drlnk and then swallowing
make him worse than you are. And you are @ camel! You are like that.*
bad that you belong in hell! 25t will be bad for you teachers of the law
16t will be bad for you teachers of the lan@nd Pharisees.” You are hypocrites.* You
and Pharisees.* You guide the people, but yWash clean the outside of your cups and
name of the temple* to make a promise, thY0U 9ot by cheating other people and pleasing
means nothing. But if any person uses the gcYourselveszPharisees, you are blind! First
that is in the temple to make a promise, then Make the inside of the cup clean and good.

must keep that promisé7You are blind fools! 1NEN the outside of the cup can be truly clean.
Which is greater: the gold, or the temple? Tt 21t will be bad for you teachers otthe law
temple makes that gold holo the temple is and Pharisees.* You are hypocrites.* You are

; like tombs* that are painted white. The
18 (RS . -
g{gﬁe{(‘) rﬁgl?eyguprsgg{i slcfz at%tprenrggg Suf]%?htirr‘]outmde of those tombs looks fine. But inside,

But if the aift on the alt the tombs are full of the bones of dead people.
u kl any person “Sﬁ]s ehgl ont E a arhAnd all kinds of unclean things are inside

g]rgm?sg ,ﬁ’g?&'saeré bI?nr:j YeOUleJJr? dergt?:\?] 4 there. 281 is the same with you. People look at

nothing}, Which is greater: the gift, or theyou and think that you are good. Bt on the

. inside you are full of hypocrisy* and evil.
altar? The altar makes the gift holgo the 294 zvill be bad for yyopu teaghers of the law

altar is greatey?0The person that uses the altegng pharisees.* You are hypocrites.* You
to make a promise is really using the altar aipyjiq tombs for the prophets.* And you show
also everything on the alta¥And the person honor to the graves of people that lived good
that uses the temple* to make a promise |ives. 30And you say, ‘I we had lived during
really using the temple and also the One tfthe time of our fatherancestors)we would
lives in the temple?2The person that usesnot have helped them kill these prophets.’
heaven to make a promise is also using Goi31you give proof that you are children
throne and the One that sits on that throne.  (descendantsdf those people that killed the
23t will be bad for you teachers of the lawprophets.32And you will finish the sin that
and Pharisees.* You are hypocrites.* Yoyour fathers started!
give God one tenth of everything you own- 33‘You are snakes! You are from a family of
poisonous snakes! You will not escape God.
You will all be judged guilty and go to hell!

3450 | tell you this: | send to you prophets* and
Verse 14 Some Greek copies add verse 14: “It will be bad for yol
teachers of the law and Pharisees. You are hypocrites. You t:
away widows' houses, and you make long prayers so that peomint, dill, cummin ~ Small plants grown in gardens and used for
can see you. So you will have a worse punishment.” S¢  spices. Only very religious people would be careful enough to

Mk. 12:40; Lk. 20:47. give a tenth of these plants.
Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that claim You are like that Meaning, “You worry about the smallest
to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. mistakes but do the biggest sin.”
hypocrites Bad people who act like they are good. tombs  Small buildings made to show respect for important persons
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. that had died.
altar  An altar is a place where sacrifices or gifts are offered to Gehypocrisy ~ Acting like you are good when you are not.
There was an altar in front of the temple in Jerusalem. prophets People that spoke for God.
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wise men and teachers. You will kill some ¢ 3Later, Jesus was sitting at a place on the
these people. You will hang some of them (Mount of Olives.* The followers came to be
crosses. You will beat some of these peoplealone with Jesus. They said, “Tell us when
your synagogues.* You will chase them frorthese things will happen. And what will
town to town.35So you will be guilty for the happen to show us that it is time for you to
death of all the good people that have become again and time for the world* to end?”
killed on earth. You will be guilty for the 4Jesus answered: “Be careful! Don't let any
killing of that good man Abel.* And you will person fool yousMany people will come and
be guilty for the killing of Zechariah* son ofuse my name. They will say, ‘| am the Christ.*
Berachiah. He was killed between the templ’ And they will fool many peopleSYou will
and the altar.* You will be guilty for the killing hear about wars that are being fought. And
of all the good people that lived between ttyou will hear stories about other wars
time of Abel and the time of Zecharigfl tell beginning. But don't be afraid. These things
you the truth. All of these things will happen tmust happen before the end comiéations

you people that are living now. will fight against other nations. Kingdoms will
fight against other kingdoms. There will be
Jesus Warns the People of Jerusalem times when there is no food for people to eat.
(Lk. 13:34-35) And there will be earthquakes in different

310 Jerusalem, Jerusalem! You kill thiplaces.8These things are like the first pains
prophets.* You kill with rocks those men thewhen something new is born.
God sent to you. Many, many times | wante %Then people will treat you badly. People
to help your people. | wanted to gather yowill give you (to the rulersto be persecuted
people together like a hen gathers her chic(hurt) and killed. All people will hate you. All
under her wings. But you did not let methese things will happen to you because you
38Now your house will be left completelybelieve in me10At that time, many believers
empty.39 tell you, you will not see me agairwill lose their faith. They will turn against
until that time when you will say, ‘Welcome!each other and hate each othdMany false
God bless the one that comes in the nameprophets* will come. They will cause many

the Lord.™*" people to believe wrong thing$2There will
be more and more evil in the world. So most

Future Destruction of the Temple believers will stop showing lovel3But the
(Mk. 13:1-31; Lk. 21:5-33) person that continues strong to the end will be

24]vesus left the temple* area and wésaved.14The Good News abouGod'’s,
alking away. But his followers camekingdom will be told in the whole world. It
to him to show him the temple’s buildingswill be told to every nation. Then the end will
2Jesus asked the followers, “See all thecome.

buildings? | tell you the truthAll these  15‘Daniel the prophet* spoke about ‘the
buildings will be destroygdEvery stone will terrible thing that causes destruction.”™ You
be thrown down to the ground. Not one stoiwill see this terrible thing standing in the holy
will be left on another.” place(the temple) (You that read this should

synagogues Synagogues were places where Jews gathered
prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings. Mount of Olives A hill east of the city of Jerusalem where a person
Abel, Zechariah In the Hebrew Old Testament, the first and las  could look down into the temple area.
men to be murdered. world  Literally, “age,” or ‘time.”
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. ~ Christ  The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.
altar  An altar is a place where sacrifices or gifts are offered to Gcfalse prophets People that say they speak for God but do not really

There was an altar in front of the temple in Jerusalem. speak God's truth.
prophet(s) People that spoke for God. ‘the terrible thing ... destruction’ See Dan. 9:27; 12:11 (see
‘Welcome! ... Lord"  Quote from Ps. 118:26. also Dan. 11:31).
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understand what it means.§‘At that time,  2%‘Soon after the trouble of those days, this
the people in Judea should run away to tiwill happen:
mountains1’People should run away withou
wasting the time to stop for anything. If ¢
person is on the roof of his house, he must r
go down to get things out of his houdgif a A :
person is in the field, he must not go back and everythm,g Inthe sky will be

: e SR changed.
get his coat19At that time, it will be bad for Isaiah 13:10: 344
women that are pregnant or have small babi¢ . . o
20Pray that it will not be winter or a Sabbat! 3%At that time, there will be something in
day* when these things happen and you hathe sky that shows the Son Of Man* coming.
to run away2!Why? Because at that timeAll the p(_aople of the world will cry. All the
there will be much trouble. There will be moriPeople will see the Son of Man coming on the
trouble than has ever happened since tclouds in the sky. The Son of Man will come
beginning of the world. And nothing as bad ¢With power and great glorgtThe Son of Man
that will ever happen agair2God has will use a loud trumpet to send his angels all

decided to make that terible time short. If th;@round the earth. The angels will gather his
time were not made short, then no perS(Chg;en people from every part of the earth.
would continue living. But God will make that The f',g tree teaches us a lesson: When
time short to help the people he has chosethe fig tree’s branches become green and soft,
23At that time, some person might say to yoiNd NEW leaves begin to grow, then you know
‘Look. there is the Christ!* Or another persoIth{;lt summer is nea#it is the same with these
might say, ‘There he is"" But don't believetNings that | told you would happen. When
them.24False Christs and false prophets* wilyou See all these things happening, you wil

: : know that the time* is near, ready to cordd.
come and do great things and miracles.* Th I ;
will do thesegthings togthe people God hEteII you the truth. All these things will happen

chosen. They will do these things to try to fo(While the people of this time* are still living!

: : - - 35The whole world, earth and sky, will be
his people, if that is possibléNow | have ’ AR
warned you about this before it happens. destroyed, but the words | have said will never

26‘Some person might tell you, ‘Thebe destroyed

Christ* is there in the desert!” But don't gc Only God Knows When the Time Will Be
into the desert to look for the Christ. Anothe (Mk. 13:32-37; Lk. 17:26-30, 34-36)

person mlght say, ‘There is the Christ in thi 36‘No person knows when that day or time
room!" But don't believe tha&”When the Son will be. The Son and the angels in heaven
of Man* comes, he will be seen by all peoplédon’t know when that day or time will be.
It will be like lightning flashing in the sky thatOnly the Father knows$?When the Son of
can be seen everywhe§My coming will be  Man* comes, it will be the same as the thing
clear, the same pany time you see vultures*that happened during Noah's tinféln those
gathering, you know there is a dead body.  days before the flood, people were eating and
drinking. People were marrying and giving
their children to be married. The people were

Sabbath day The seventh day of the Jewish week. It was a speciitill doing those things until the day Noah

religious day for the Jews. entered the boat3®Those people knew
Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.
false prophets People who say they speak for God but do not real
speak God's truth.
miracles Here, powerful acts done by the power of Satan. time The time Jesus has been talking about when a very important
Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14 this  thing will happen. In Luke Jesus says that it is the time for God's
the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his peopl  kingdom to come (Lk. 21:31).
vultures  Or, eagles—birds that eat dead animals. the people of this time Or, “the people of this nation.”
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nothing about what was happening. But thiwith them.2Five of the girls were foolish.
the flood came and all those people weAnd five of the girls were wise3The five
destroyed. It will be the same when the Son foolish girls brought their lamps, but they did
Man comesA0Two men will be working not bring more oil for the lamps to burThe
together in the field. One man will be takewise girls brought their lamps and more oil in
and the other left4ITwo women will be jars.5The bridegroom was very late. All the
grinding grain with a mill.* One woman will girls became tired and began sleeping.
be taken and the other woman will be left. 6“At midnight someone announced, ‘The
42'So always be ready. You don't know th bridegroom* is coming! Come and meet him!’
day your Lord will come43Remember this: If ~ 7“Then all the girls woke up. The girls
the owner of the house knew what time ttmade their lamps read§But the foolish girls
thief was coming, then the owner would bsaid to the wise girls, ‘Give us some of your
ready for him. The owner would watch anoil. The oil in our lamps is all gone.’
not let the thief enter his houséSo you also ~ %“The wise girls answered, ‘No! The oil we
must be ready. The Son of Man* will come ¢have might not be enough for all of us. But go

a time when you don't expect him. to the people that sell oil and buy some for
yourselves.’
Good Servants and Bad Servants 10So the five foolish girls went to buy oil.
(Lk. 12:41-48) While they were gone, the bridegroom*

4'Who is the wise and trusted servanicame. The girls that were ready went in with

The master trusts one servant to give the otlthe bridegroom to the wedding feast. Then the
servants their food at the right time. Who door was closed and locked.

the servant that the master trusts to do tt 11“Later the other gir|3 came. The gir|s
work? 46When the master comes and finCSaid, ‘Sir, sir, open the door to let us in.’

that servant doing the work he gave him, tl 1Byt the bridegroom answered, ‘I tell you
servant will be very happyt/l tell you the the truth. | don’t know you.’

truth. The master will choose that servant  13‘Sg always be ready. You don't know
take care of everything the master ownthe day or the timgwhen the Son of Man*
48But what will happen if the servant is eviyjill come,

and thinks his master will not come bac

soon?49Then that servant will begin to bez Story About Three Servants

the other servants. That servant will eat tl (Lk. 19:11-27)

food and get drunk with other people lik 14 The kingdom of heaven iske a man
him. 50Then the master of that servant wileaving home to travel to another place for a
come when the servant is not ready. It will kvisit. Before the man left, he talked with his
a time when the servant is not expecting tlservants. The man told his servants to take
master.51Then the master will punish thacare of the things he owned while he was
servant. The master will send him away to Igone.15He decided how much each servant
with the hypocrites.* And in that place peoplwould be able to care for. The man gave one

will cry and grind their teetfwith pain. servant five bags of money.* He gave another
_ servant two bags of money. And he gave a
Story About Ten Girls third servant one bag of money. Then that

2 ‘At that time the kingdom of heaverman left.16The servant that got five bags of
il be like ten girls that went to waitmoney went quickly to invest the money.
for the bridegroom.* They brought their lampThose five bags of money earned five more.

mill - Two large, flat rocks used for grinding grain to make flour.
Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14 this
the name for the Messiah, the one God sent to save his people.
hypocrites Bad people who act like they are good. bags of money Literally, “talents.” A talent was about 60 to 80
bridegroom A man that is getting married. pounds of gold, silver or copper coins.
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17t was the same with the servant that heémore than he needs. But the person that does
two bags of money. That servant invested tinot use what he has will have everything
money and earned two mo#éBut the servant taken away from him.80Then the master
that got one bag of money went away and disaid, ‘Throw that useless servant outside, into
a hole in the ground. Then the servant hid fthe darkness! In that place people will cry and

master's money in that hole. grind their teethwith pain.’
1¥After a long time the master came home

The master asked the servants what they « The Son of Man Will Judge All People

with his money20The servant that got five  31“The Son of Man* will come again. He

bags of money brought five more bags ¢yl come with great glory. All his angels wil

money to the master. The servant sai come with him, He will be king and sit on his

Master, you trusted me to care for five balgyaat thrones2all the people of the world

?f monefy. So | used your five bags of monéiy pe gathered before the Son of Man. Then

0 €arm Iive more. the Son of Man will separate all people into
two groups. This is like a shepherd separates

21“The master answered, ‘You did right.
You are a good servant that can be trusted.Y1the sheep from the goagsThe Son of Man
will put the sheegigood peoplepn his right

did well with that small amount of money. So |
will let you care for much greater things. Com :
and shglre my happiness \?vith me.’ ! and the goattoad peoplepn his left.
22Then the servant that got two bags ¢ " 1hen the king will say to those good
money came to the master. The servant scP€OPIe on his right, ‘Come. My Father has

care for. So | used your two bags of money kingdom God promised you. That kingdom
earn two more.’ has been prepared for you since the world was

23‘The master answered, ‘You did right made.35You can have this kingdom, because
You are a good servant that can be trustel was hungry and you gave me food to eat. |
You did well with a small amount of moneywas thirsty, and you gave me something to
So | will let you care for much greater thingsdrink. | was alone and away from home, and
Come and share my happiness with me.” ~ you invited me into your home$l was

24Then the servant that got one bag (without clothes, and you gave me something
money came to the master. The servant seto wear. | was sick, and you cared for me. |
‘Master, | knew that you were a very harwas in prison, and you came to visit me.’
man. You harvest things you did not plan 37“Then the good people will answer,
You gather crops where you did not put ar‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and give
seed.25S0 | was afraid. | went and hid youlyou food? When did we see you thirsty and
money in the ground’. Here is the one bag give you something to drink®When did we
money you gave me. see you alone and away from home and invite

26°The master answered, "You are a bayoy ‘into our home? When did we see you

and lazy servant! You say you knew that ithout clothes and give you something to
harvest things | did not plant, and that | gath a4 r239When did W% se)é you sick orgin
crops where | did not put any seédSo you prisoﬁ and care for you?

should have put my money in the bank. The 40Then the king will answer, ‘I tell you the

when | came home, | would get my mone - :
, “truth. Anything you did for any of my people
back. And | would also get the interest th‘here,* you also did for me.

my money earned.’ .

28" So the master told his other servants
‘Take the one bag of money from that serva , N
and give it to the servant that has ten bags Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14 this is

29F h hat he hi the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
money.~Every person that uses what ne ‘any of my people here Literally, “one of the least of these brothers

will get more. That person will have mucl " of mine”
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41“Then the king will say to those bac A Woman Does Something Special
people on his left, ‘Go away from me. Go (Mk. 14:3-9; In. 12:1-8)
has already decided that you will b 6Jesus was in Bethany. He was at the house
punished. Go into the fire that burns foreveof Simon the leper.#While Jesus was there,
That fire was prepared for the devil and ha woman came to him. She had an alabaster*
angels.42You must go away, because | Wejar filled with very expensive perfume. The
hungry, and you gave me nothing to eat.woman poured this perfume on Jesus’ head
was thirsty, and you gave me nothing tyhile Jesus was eating.
drink. 43 was alone and away from home  sThe followers saw the woman do this and
and you did not invite me into your home. hecame upset at the woman. The followers
was without clothes, and you gave Magyeq “Why waste that perfuméThat
nothing to wear. | was sick and in prison, aryerfyme could be sold for much money and
you did not care for me.” . the money could be given to poor people.”
*“Then those people will answer, "Lord ~y0p,t jesyg knew what happened. Jesus
when did we see you hungry or thirsty? Wh‘said, “Why are you troubling this woman?
1 e S 1o Ao ey T S 6 ey god g For ko i
- e you Wi .always have poor people with you.* But you
tSr:Pk o w& prltsr?r}. Wh;:'n did we see the‘wiII not always have mel2This woman
9o and NOt NE'p youl* epoured perfume on my body. She did this to

“>Then the king will answer, | tell you th prepare me for burial after | dig3l tell you
truth. Anything you refused to do for any,othe truth. The Good News* will be told to

my people here,* you refused to do for me. . ;
46'Then those bad people will go aWaypeople in all the world. And in every place

They will have punishment forever. But thWhere the Good News is told, the story of

people will remember her.”
The Jewish Leaders Plan to Kill Jesus

(MK. 14:1-2; Lk. 22:1-2; Jn. 11:45-53) Judas Becomes an Enemy of Jesus
26&fter Jesus finished saying all thes (M. 14:10-11; Lk. 22:3-6)
hings, he said to his follower&You  14Then one of the twelve followers went to

know that the day after tomorrow is Passoveitalk to the leading priests. This was the
On that day the Son of Man* will be giveto follower named Judas Iscarid®udas said,
his enemiego be killed on a cross.” “I will give you Jesus. What will you pay me
3Then the leading priests and the oldifor doing this?” The priests gave Judas 30
Jewish leaders had a meeting at the palsilver coins16After that time Judas waited for
where the high priest* lived. The high priest'the best time to give Jesus to the priests.
name was Caiaphatin the meeting, they tried
to find a way to arrest Jesus. They planned Jesus Eats the Passover Meal
lie so that they could arrest Jesus and kill hii - (Mk. 14:21-22; Lk. 22:7-14, 21-23; In. 13:21-30)
5The men in the meeting said, “We canni 170On the first day of the Festival of
arrest Jesus during Passover. We don’'t wiUnleavened Bread,* the followers came to
the people to become angry and cause a riotJesus. The followers said, “We will prepare

any of my people here Literally, “one of the least of these brothersleper A person that had leprosy, a very bad skin disease.
of mine." alabaster A beautiful kind of stone that can be carved.
Passover Important Jewish holy day. They ate a special meal oviou will ... with you  See Deut. 15:11.
this day every year to remember that God freed them from slaveBpod News The news that God has made a way for people to have
in Egypt in the time of Moses. their sins forgiven and live with him forever.
Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this Restival of Unleavened Bread An important Jewish holiday week.
the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people. In the Old Testament it began the day after Passover, but by this
high priest  The most important Jewish priest and leader. time the two holidays had become one.
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everything for you to eat the Passover* meeagain until that day when we are together in
Where do you want us to have the meal?” my Father’s kingdom and the wine is new.
18)Jesus answered, “Go into the city. Go to Then | will drink it again with you.”
man | know. Tell him that the teacher say: 30All the followers sang a song. Then they
‘The chosen time is near. | will have thwent out to the Mount of Olives.*
Passover* meal with my followers at you _ _ _
house.” 19The followers obeyed and did the Jesus Says His Followers Will Leave Him
thing Jesus told them to do. They prepared t ~ (Mk. 14:27-31; Lk. 22:31-34; Jn. 13:36-38)
Passover meal. 3Jesus told the followers, “Tonight you
20In the evening Jesus was at the table wiwill lose your faith because of me. It is
the twelve followers2.They were all eating. Written in the Scriptures}
The;n JESUS Salid, “ te”.you the truth. One .Of y”( 9 will kill the Shepherd,
twcze ve here will soon give me to my enemies.’ and the sheep will run away.’
ZThe followers were very sad to hear thi¢ 7echariah 13:7
Each follower said to Jesus, “Lord, surely '
am not the one!” 32But after | dig, | will rise from death. Then

23)Jesus answered, “The man that h: will go into Galilee. | will be there before
dipped his hand into the same bow! with me you go there.”
the person that will be against n¥The Son  33Peter answered, “All the other followers
of Man* will go and dig. The Scriptures* say may lose their faith because of you. But | will
this will happen. But it will be very bad fornever lose my faith.”
the person that gives the Son of Mémbe  34Jesus answered, ‘I tell you the truth.
killed,. It would be better for that person if heTonight you will say you don’t know me. You
were never born.” will say this three times before the rooster
25Then Judas said to Jesus, “Teachecrows.”
surely | will not be against you!” (Judas is th  35But Peter answered, “| will never say that |
one that would give Jesus to his enemies.) don’t know you! | will even die with you!”

Jesus answered, “Yes, it is you.” And all the other followers said the same thing.
The Lord's Supper Jesus Prays Alone
(Mk. 14:22-26; Lk. 22:15-20; 1 Cor 11:23-25) (Mk. 14:32-42; Lk. 22:39-46)

26\While they were eating, Jesus took son  36Then Jesus went with his followers to a
bread. Jesus thanked God for the bread eplace called Gethsemane. Jesus said to his
divided it. He gave the bread to his followerfollowers, “Sit here while I go there and
Jesus said, “Take this bread and eat it. Ttpray.” 37Jesus told Peter and the two sons of
bread is my body.” Zebedee to come with him. Then Jesus began

2iThen Jesus took a cup of wine. Jesito be very sad and trouble#lesus said to
thanked God for it and gave it to the follower:Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, “My soul
Jesus said, “Every one of you drink ti#&his is full of sorrow. My heart is breaking with
wine is my blood. My blooddeath)begins the sadness. Stay awake here with me and wait.”
new agreemenfrom God to his peopleThis  39Then Jesus walked a little farther away
blood is given for many people to forgive theifrom them. Jesus fell on the ground and
sins.29 tell you this: | will not drink this wine prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, don't

give me this cup*of suffering. But do what

Passover Important Jewish holy day. They ate a special meal ¢
this day every year to remember that God freed them fro
slavery in Egypt in the time of Moses. Mount of Olives ~ A hill near the city of Jerusalem.
Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14 this cup Jesus is talking about the bad things that will happen to him.
the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his peopl  Accepting these things will be very hard, like drinking a cup of
Scriptures - Holy Writings—the Old Testament. something that tastes very bad.
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you want, not what | want.#0Then Jesus 52Jesus said to the man, “Put your sword
went back to his followers. Jesus found hback in its place. People that use swords will
followers sleeping. Jesus said to Peter, “Ybe killed with swords53Surely you know |
men could not stay awake with me for orcould ask my Father and he would give me
hour?41Stay awake and pray for strengtmore than twelve armies of ange#4But this
against temptation. Your spirit wants to dthing must happen this way so that it will be
what is right. But your body is weak.” like the Scriptures* said.”

42Then Jesus went away a second time ¢  55Then Jesus said to all the people, “You
prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible fo came to get me with swords and clubs like |
this painful, thing to be taken from me, and iam a criminal. Every day | sat in the temple*
I must do it, then | pray that what you warareq teaching. You did not arrest me there.

W”l be done.” 568Ut all these things have happened so that it
SThen Jesus went back to the follower | pe fike the prophets* wrote.” Then all of

Again Jesus found them sleeping. Their €y jesys’ followers left him and ran away.
were very tired44So Jesus left them and wer

away one more time and prayed. This thii  Jesus Before the Jewish Leaders
time he prayed, he said the same thing. (Mk. 14:53-65; Lk. 22:54-55, 63-71;

45Then Jesus went back to the followel Jn. 18:13-14, 19-24)
and said, “You are still sleeping and resting 57The men that arrested Jesus led him to the
The time has come for the Son of Man* to thouse of Caiaphas the high priest.* The
given to sinful people46Stand up! We must teachers of the law and the older Jewish leaders
go. Here comes the man that is giving jtoe were gathered theré8Peter followed Jesus,
my enemieg’ but he did not come near Jesus. Peter followed
Jesus to the yard of the high priest's house. He
went in and sat with the guards. Peter wanted
to see what would happen to Jesus.

59The leading priests and the Jewish
council tried to find something against Jesus
so that they could kill him. They tried to find
people to lie and say that Jesus had done
wrong. 60Many people came and told false
things about Jesus. But the council could find

show the people which man was Jesus. 7y "0 real reason to kil Jesus. Then two people
said, “The man | kiss is Jesus. Arrest him¢@me and saick®This man (Jesus)said, '
4950 Judas went to Jesus and said “He| €@n destroy the temple* of God and build it

Jesus Is Arrested
(MK. 14:43-50; Lk. 22:47-53; Jn. 18:3-12)
47'While Jesus was still speaking, Juds
came there. Judas was one of the twel
followers. Judas had many people with hir
These people were sent from the leadi
priests and the older leaders of the peop
These people with Judas had swords a
clubs.48Judas* planned to do something t

teacher!” Then Judas kissed Jesus. again in three days.” ) |
50Jesus answered, “Friend, do the thing yi . °“Then the high priest* stood and said to
came to do.” Jesus, “These people have said things against

Then the men came and grabbed Jesus Y0U- DO you have something to say about
arrested hims2When that happened, one of ththese charges against you? Are these people
followers with Jesus grabbed his sword aitelling the truth?®3But Jesus said nothing.
pulled it out. This follower hit the servant of th Again the high priest* said to Jesus, “You
high priest* with the sword and cut off his ear. are now under oath. | command you by the

Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this Scriptures Holy Writings—the Old Testament.

the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his peopltemple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
Judas Literally, “the one that betrayed him." prophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books
high priest  The most important Jewish priest and leader. that are part of the Old Testament.
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power of the living God to tell us the truththis man Jesus!” After Peter said this, a rooster
Tell us, are you the Christ,* the Son of God? crowed.”SThen Peter remembered what Jesus
64Jesus answered, “Yes, | am. But | tehad told him: “Before the rooster crows, you
you, in the future you will see the Son owill say three times that you don’t know me.”
Man* sitting at the right side of God. And yoLThen Peter went outside and cried bitterly.
will see the Son of Man coming on the clouc
of heaven.” Jesus Is Taken to Governor Pilate
65When the high priest* heard thifie was (Mk. 15:1; Lk. 23:1-2; Jn. 18:28-32)
very angry. He tore his clothes and said27EarIy the next morning, all the leading
“This man has said things that are again priests and older leaders of the people
God! We don't need any more witnesses. Ycdecided to kill JesugThey tied Jesus with
all heard him say these things against Gcchains. Then they led him to Pilate the

66What do you think?” governor. They gave Jesus to Pilate.
The Jews answered, “He is guilty, and r

must die.” Judas Kills Himself
67Then the people there spit in Jesus’ fac (Acts 1:18-19)

And they hit him with their fists. Other people  3Judas saw that they had decided to kill
slapped Jesu$8They said, “Show us that youJesus. Judas was the one that gave J&sus
are a prophet,* Christ! Tell us who hit you!” his enemies When Judas saw what
happened, he was very sorry for what he did.
So he took the 30 silver coins back to the
priests and the leadersludas said, “l sinned.
| gave you an innocent man to be killed.”

The Jewish leaders answered, “We don't
care! That's a problem for you, not us.”

550 Judas threw the money into the temple.

Peter Is Afraid to Say He Knows Jesus

(MK. 14:66-72; Lk. 22:56-62, Jn. 18:15-18, 25-27)

69At that time, Peter was sitting in the yarc
A servant girl came to Peter. The girl saic
“You were with Jesus, that man from Galilee.

70But Peter said that he was never wit

Jesus. He said this to all the people thel ;
Peter said, *I don’t know what you are Then Judas left that place and hanged himself.

talking about.” 6The leading priests picked up the silver

7iThen Peter left the yard. At the gatecoins in the temple. They said, “Our law does
another girl saw him. The girl said to th0t allow us to keep this money with the

people there, “This man was with Jesus temple money, because this money has paid
Nazareth.” for a man’s death.”So they decided to use

72Again’ Peter said that he was never wiithe money to buy a field called Potter's Field.
Jesus. Peter said, “I promise to God thaiThis field would be a place to bury people that
don’t know this man Jesus!” died while visiting in Jerusalem 8That is

73A short time later, some people standinwhy that field is still called the Field of
there went to Peter and said, “We know ycBlood. 9So the thing happened that Jeremiah
are one of those men that followed Jesus. \the prophet* said:
know this because of the way you talk.”

’4Then Peter began to curse. He sa
strongly, “I promise to God that | don’'t know

“They took 30 silver coins. That was
how much the Jewish people decided to
pay for his life.10They used those 30
silver coins to buy the potter’s field, like
the Lord commanded me."™

Christ  The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.
Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14 this
the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his peoplprophet A person that spoke for God. Sometimes a prophet told
high priest  The most important Jewish priest and leader. things that would happen in the future.
prophet  Prophets could say things that most people could not knoi“They took ... me”  See Zech. 11:12-13; Jer. 32:6-9.
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Governor Pilate Questions Jesus All the people answered, “Kill him on a
(Mk. 15:2-5; Lk. 23:3-5; Jn. 18:33-38) cross!”

11Jesus stood before Pilate the governt 23Pilate asked, “Why do you want me to
Pilate asked him questions. He said, “Are yckill him? What wrong has he done?”
the king of the Jews?” But all the people shouted louder, “Kill him

Jesus answered, “Yes, | am.” on a cross!”

12When the leading priests and the old: 24Pilate saw that he could do nothing to
Jewish leaders accused Jesus, he said nothimake the people change. And he saw that the

1350 Pilate said to Jesus, “You hear thepeople were becoming upset. So Pilate took
people accusing you of all these things. Wisome water and washed his hands* so that all

don’t you answer?” the people could see. Then Pilate said, ‘Il am
14But Jesus said nothing to answer Pilatnot guilty of this man's death. You are the
Pilate was very surprised at this. ones that are doing it!” _
25Al1 the people answered, “We will be
Pilate Tries but Fails to Free Jesus responsible for his death. We accept for

(Mk. 15:6-15; Lk. 23:13-25; Jn. 18:39-19:16)  ourselves and for our children any punishment

15Every year at the Passover* time thfor his death.”
governor would free one person from th 26Then Pilate freed Barabbas. Pilate told
prison. This was always a person that tisome soldiers to beat Jesus with whips. Then
people wanted to be made fré@At that time Pilate gave Jesus to the soldiers to be killed
there was a man in prison who was known 0n a Cross.
be very bad. His name was BarabbdsAll
the people gathered at Pilate’s house. Pil:
asked the people, “I will free one man for yol
Which man do you want me to free: Barabbe
or Jesus who is called the Christ*®Pilate
knew that the people gave Jesus to hi
because the people were jealous.

19Pilate said these things while he we
sitting in the place for judging. While he wa
sitting there, his wife sent a message to hi
The message said, “Don't do anything wit
that man(Jesus) He is not guilty. And today |

Pilate’s Soldiers Tease Jesus
(MK. 15:16-20; Jn. 19:2-3)
2TThen Pilate’s soldiers brought Jesus into
the governor’s palace. All the soldiers
gathered around Jesué8The soldiers took off
Jesus’ clothes and put a red robe on him,
29Then the soldiers used thorny branches to
make a crown. They put this crown of thorns
on Jesus’ head, and they put a stick in his
right hand. Then the soldiers bowed before
Jesus and teased him. They said, “Hello, king
: : of the Jews!"30The soldiers spit on Jesus.
had a drﬁa}m about him, and it troubled "Then they took his stick and hit him on the
Ve men. _head many times3!After they finished
But the leading priests and older Jewito,ing Jesus, the soldiers took off the robe
leaders told the people to ask for Barabbas 5 put his own clothes on him again. Then

be made free and for Jesus to be killed. :
21Pilate said, *I have Barabbas and JeSLthey led Jesus away to be killed on a cross.

Which do you want me to make free for you? Jesus Is Killed on a Cross
The people answered, “Barabbas!” (Mk. 15:21-32; Lk. 23:26-43; Jn. 19:17-27)
22Pilate asked, “So what should | do wit'  32The soldiers were going out of the city
Jesus, the one called the Christ?” with Jesus. The soldiers forced another man
there to carry the cross for Jesus. This man'’s

Passover Important Jewish holy day. They ate a special meal ¢

this day every year to remember that God freed them from slav

in Egypt in the time of Moses.
Barabbas In some Greek copies the name is Jesus Barabbas. ~ washed his hands Pilate did this as a sign to show that he wanted
Christ  The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God. no part in what the people did.
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name was Simon from Cyren®They came  47Some of the people standing there heard
to the place called Golgotha. (Golgoththis. The people said, “He is calling Elijah.™
means “The Place of the Skull.’3At  48Quickly one of the people ran and got a
Golgotha, the soldiers gave Jesus wine sponge. That person filled the sponge with
drink. This wine was mixed with gall.* Jesusvinegar and tied the sponge to a stick. Then
tasted the wine but refused to drink3The he used the stick to give the sponge to Jesus
soldiers nailed Jesus to a cross. Then tto drink from it.49But the other people said,
soldiers gambled with dice to decide wh*Don’t bother him(Jesus) We want to see if
would get Jesus’ clothed6The soldiers sat Elijah will come to save him.” _

there and continued watching Jesd&he  °CPAgain Jesus cried with a loud voice. Then
soldiers put a sign above Jesus’ head with the died.* . o
charge against him written on it. The sig °!When Jesus died, the curtain in the
said: “THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEws” temple* was torn into two pieces. The tear

38Two robbers were nailed to crosses besistarted at the top and tore all the way to the
Jesus. One robber was put beside Jesus onbottom. Also, the earth shook and rocks were

right and the other was put on the lefibroken.52All the graves opened, and many of
39People walked by and said bad things ‘God's people that had died were raised from

Jesus. People shook their hedéand said, death.>3Those people came out of the graves.
“You said you could destroy the temple anAfter Jesus was raised from death, those
build it again in three days. So save yourse People went into the holy citiderusalem)

Come down from that cross, if you are realland many people saw them. .
the Son of God!” y 54The army officer* and the soldiers

4The leading priests, the teachers of trguarding Jesus saw this earthquake and
law, and the older Jewish leaders were al€Verything that happened. They were very
there. These men teased Jesus the same a:afraid and said, "He really was the Son of

other people42They said, “He saved othelG%gI!\;l d f
people. But he can't save himselfl People s, >“Many women were standing away from

he is the king of Isradthe Jews)If he is the M€ Cr0SS, watching. These were the women
king, then he should come down now frorthat followed Jesus from Galilee to care for
the cross. Then we will believe in hifPHe him. S8Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of
trusted God. So let God save him now, if GcJames and Joseph, and the mother of Jame:

really wants him. He himself said, ‘| am th@"d JOhn* were there.

Son of God.”44And in the same way, the Jesus Is Buried
robbers that were being killed on crosse  (wk. 15:42-47; Lk. 23:50-56; Jn. 19:38-42)
beside Jesus also said bad things to him. 57That evening a rich man named Joseph

Jesus Dies came to Jerusalem. Joseph was a follower of
e BT oA i
45At noon the whole country became darl y

This darkness continued for three hodfat Pilate gave orders for the soldiers to give
ab_out thre;e o’_clock Jesus cried with a lou
VoICE, E“’ E“’ lema sabachthaft’ This “He is calling Elijah”  The word for “My God" Eli in Hebrew or

means, My God, my God, Why have you led Eloi in Aramaic) sounded to the people like the name of Elijah, a
me alone?™ famous man that spoke for God about 850
died Literally, “let his spirit leave.”
curtain in the temple A curtain divided the “most holy place”
from the other part of the temple, the special building in
Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
army officer A centurion, a Roman army officer that had authority
gall  Probably a drink of wine mixed with drugs to relieve pain. over 100 soldiers.
“My God ... alone”  Quote from Ps. 22:1. James and John Literally, “the sons of Zebedee.”
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Jesus’ body to Josep¥Then Joseph took thewere white like snow4The soldiers guarding
body and wrapped it in a new linen clottthe tomb were very afraid of the angel. They
60Joseph put Jesus’ body in a new tonshook with fear and became like dead men.
(grave)that Joseph had dug in a wall of rocl 5The angel said to the women, “Don't be
Then he closed the tomb by rolling a very larcafraid. | know that you are looking for Jesus,
stone to cover the entrance. After he did thethe one that was killed on the cro$But
things, Joseph went awa§Mary Magdalene Jesus is not here. He has risen from death, like
and the other woman named Mary were sittihe said he would. Come and see the place

near the tomb. where his body wasAnd go quickly and tell
his followers. Tell them: ‘Jesus has risen from
The Tomb of Jesus Is Guarded death. He is going into Galilee. He will be

62That day was the day called Preparaticthere before you. You will see him there.
day.* The next day, the leading priests and t Then the angel said, “Now | have told you.”
Pharisees* went to Pilaté3They said, “Sir, _ 850 the women left the tomb* quickly.
we remember that while that liar was sti They were afraid, but they were also very
alive he said, ‘After three days I will rise fronhappy. They ran to tell his followers what

death.’64S0 give the order for the tomb to bhappened®While the women were running to
guarded well until after three days. Hitell the followers, Jesus was standing there

followers might come and try to steal th before them. Jesus said, “Hello!" The women
body. Then they could tell the people that fwent to Jesus. Tlhoey held him at his feet and
has risen from’death. That lie will be eveWorshiped him10Then Jesus said to the
worse than what they said about him before. Women, “Don’t be afraid. Go and tell my
guard the tomb the best way you kno#fSo will see me there.

they all went to the tomb and made it sa Report to the Jewish Leaders

from thieves. They did this by sealing th 11The women went to tell the followers. At

stone in the entrance and putting soldiers th ‘ .
to guard it the same time, some of the soldiers that were
guarding the tomb* went into the city. They
News That Jesus Has Risen from Death went to tell the leading priests everything that
(MK. 16:1-8; Lk. 24:1-12; Jn. 20:1-10) happened2Then the priests met with the
2 he day after the Sabbath day* was ttolder Jewish leaders and made a plan. They
irst day of the week. At dawn on the firsPaid the soldiers much monetp tell a lig.
day, Mary Magdalene and the other wom¢->They said to the soldiers, “Tell the people
named Mary went to look at the tomb.* that Jesus’ followers came during the night
2At that time there was a very stronand stole the body while you were sleeping.
earthquake. An angel of the Lord came fro *If the govemor hears about this, we wil
the sky. The angel went to the tomb* ansatisfy him and save you from troublé3So
rolled the stone away from the entrance. Thin€ soldiers kept the money and obeyed the
the angel sat on the storéhe angel was priests. And that story is still spread among

shining very bright like lightning. His clothesiN€ Jews even today.

Jesus Talks to His Followers
(M. 16:14-18; Lk. 24:36-49; Jn. 20:19-23; Acts 1:6-8)

16The eleven followers went to Galilee.

Preparation day Friday, the day before the Sabbath day. They went to the mountain where Jesus told
Phalrisfetlels The F;hlz?riSﬁer wgrﬁla Jewis(i; relitgious group that cleim¢lem to go.1’On the mountain the followers
o follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. ; ;
Sabbath day The seventh day of the Jewish week. It was a speci?}f'iwf J”eSUS. Tg%y WorbShll.ped T]Im'. But Some” of
religious day for the Jews. e followers dia not believe that It was_rea‘\‘ y
tomb A grave dug in a wall of rock. Jesus18So Jesus came to them and said, “All
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authority (power)in heaven and on earth i<Spirit.* 20Teach those people to obey
given to me1%So go and make followers ofeverything that | have told you. You can be
all people in the world. Baptize* them in thesure that | will be with you always. | will
name of the Father and the Son and the Hccontinue with you until the end of the world.”

Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, and
Baptize A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or bury a persc  the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does God's work
or thing briefly under water. among people in the world.
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