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Republicans & Democrats

Party differences blur during this period with loyalties determined by region, religious, and ethnic differences
Voter tumout for presidential elections averaged over 78 percent of eligible voters; 60 to 80 percent in non-presidential years.
Both parties were pro-business

Both parties were opposed to any type of economic radicalism or reform

Both parties advocated a "sound currency” and supported the status quo in the existing financial system.

Federal government and, to some extent, state governments tended to do very little.

Republicans dominate the Senate; Democrats dominate the House of Representatives

Republican Party splinter groups during this period: Stalwarts, Halfbreeds, Mugwumps.

Populist Party

Formed in 1891 by remnants of the Farmers' Alliances.
Big government party with a healthy list of demands that included:
+ " free coinage of silver
. government ownership of the railroads, telegraphs, and telephone lines
«  graduated income tax.
. direct election of U. S. senators
+ the use of iniiative, referendum, and recall
‘The party eventually fades because farmers' situation improved in the late 1890s and because their political agenda was assumed by
the major parties
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Democrats

The Democrats maintain what by this time had become their
“traditional" power base of organized labor, urban voters, and
immigrants

In the 1952 election, the Democrats run Illinois Governor
Adlai Stevenson, a candidate favored by "liberals" and
intellectuals.

As the post-World War 2 period progresses, the Democratic
Party takes "big government" positions advocating larger roles
for the federal government in regulating business and by the
19605 advocate extensive governmental involvement in social
issues like education, urban renewal, and other social issues.
The Democratic Party very early associates itself with the
growing civil rights movements and will champion the Civil
Rights Act and the Voting Rights Act.

-~

Republicans

In 1952, the pro-business Republican Party ran General
Dwight D. Eisenhower for president

The Republicans accuse the Democrats of being "soft" on
communism.

Republicans promise to end the Korean War

Conservative Southern Democrats, the "Dixiecrats."
increasingly associate themselves with Republican candidates
who oppose civil rights legislation
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Democrats

The Democratic Party by the late 1960 is deeply fragmented
and seemingly incapable of dealing with the violence and
turmoil, social and political, caused by the Vietnam War.

In 1968, the Democratic Party candidate is Vice President
Hubert Humphrey

In the post-Vietnam War period, Democrats advocate a range
of "liberal” social issues including the extension of civil rights,
support for "reproductive rights” (i.e. birth control and
abortion rights), fair housing legislation, etc

-~

Republicans

Opposition to the War in Vietnam and to growing federal
social programs "converts" southern Democrats to vote
Republican in increasing numbers

Republicans run former Vice President Richard Nixon for
president in 1968. He runs on a small-government, anti-war
campaign as a defender of the "silent majority.”

Nixon advocated a policy of cutting back Federal power and
returning that power to the states. This was known as the
"New Federalism."




[image: image8.png]Reagan and the "New Right"

Democrats

Strongly support environmental legislation, limiting economic
development, halting the production of nuclear weapons and
power plants.

Pro-choice movement emerged during the 1980s to defend a
woman's right to choose whether and when to bear a child.
Affirmative Action, the use of racial quotas to "balance” the
workforce, to one degree or another, becomes an issue of
political disagreement with Democrats favoring it and
Republicans opposing it

-~

Republicans

Fueled by the increasingly "liberal" social agenda of the
Democrats and spurred on by the rise of a militant and
extremely well-organized Evangelical Christianity. most
southern states begin voting Republican in considerable
majorities.
Conservative Christians, Southern whites, affluent ethnic
suburbanites, and young conservatives form a "New Right"
that supported Ronald Reagan in 1980 on a "law and order”
platform that advocated

o stricter laws against crime, drugs, and pornography.

«  opposition to easy-access abortions.

+ and an increase in defense spending,

« acufin tax rates.
While Reagan curbed the expansion of the Federal
Government, he did not reduce its size or the scope of its
powers




