From the Articles of the Confederation to the Constitution 


                   History 2111

Many early nationalists were greatly concerned about the financial crisis of the post-war period, and wanted some relief. That financial crisis gave them a reason to organize and in the spring of 1787, the Confederation Congress suggested calling a Constitutional convention to revise the Articles.

A typical delegate was college educated, often trained in the legal profession, and many had served in Congress or the war. About 1/3 of the representatives owned slaves. This was a meeting of America’s elite. There were no commoners here. No workers. No women, Indians, or African Americans. Washington was elected chair, and in a key decision, the body chose to keep its deliberations secret

When the founders met to decide what to do about the Articles of Confederation, there were many ideas of how this government should be formed.


Plan A






Plan B

The ______________________plan was 

The _________________________plan was

proposed by _______________________,

proposed by _________________________,

and the main components of this plan were:

and the main components of this plan were:

1)  a ____________________ legislature

1) a ______________________ legislature

2) 








3)

4) the president and judiciary were

     ______________________________

Overall, the _________________ plan was just








a revision of the old _______________ of 

Overall, this plan gave too much power to 

____________________________________.

The ___________________house

The states that tended to like this plan were 

The states that tended to like this plan were

__________________________________

___________________________________

The plan that was finally accepted was called the ________________________________________

The main components of this plan include: (Include the way issues of government and slavery were solved and be sure to address the national census)

In order to ratify the constitution, ___________ out of _____________ states needed to vote in favor of the constitution.  The  constitution was signed and sent to the states for ratification.  Thereafter the greatest debate in American history began: those who favored ratification versus those who did not. 


The people who did not favor ratification were known as the ______________________. They came from very diverse backgrounds were less organized then their opposition. Their primary ideological objection to the Constitution was : 

They also feared, as did Patrick Henry of VA, that the new national government could take their ________________________ as they pleased and suspend _______________________ whenever they desired. 

In essence, these people saw the new republic not as the United States but as the States United. 


The people who favored ratification were known as ___________________________.  

The main proponents of this point of view were ___________________, ___________________, and ___________________________ who published newspaper articles in support of their position.

They said the authority of the national government would not turn tyrannical. They believed the three branches would serve as a system of ______________________________________ to ensure that power was not concentrated in the hands of a few. 

The Federalists were able to secure enough votes to make sure the constitution passed, in part because they promised a new _____________________________________. 


The Federalists who had written the Constitution swept the election of 1788. Forty-four of the 91 members of the first United States Congress, which met in 1789, had helped to ratify or write the Constitution. And the electors from the states chose a Federalist as the first president as well, George Washington of VA. John Adams received the second highest number of electoral votes and became VP. All of these newly elected officials took up office in New York, which became the temporary home of the national government. Washington, at the age of 57, selected one of the best cabinets in history (Jefferson as State, Hamilton Treasury). Congress also set out immediately to do their part in the creation of the new national government. They passed the Judiciary Act of 1789, which created a federal court system and gave them the right to hear appeals on state court decisions, thus ensuring that the national judges would have the final say.

Under the Washington government, Alexander Hamilton was Secretary of the _________________, and he was convinced that the American economy needed a more sound financial footing.  He proposed the following:


1) In response to the problems of the debt, Hamilton delivered a "Report on Public Credit" in January of 1790. Therein he recommended that the federal government take over ___________________________________________________________________ and begin to pay off all the federal debt by ________________________________________.  
2) In Hamilton’s second address, he asked Congress (December of 1790) to create a__________________________________________. The government’s funds would be deposited there and it would become the Treasury’s major arm of economic policy. The bank would make loans, issue notes, and handle the nation’s accounts.

3) Hamilton’s third congressional report, "Report on Manufactures," was submitted to Congress in December of 1791. Hamilton wanted to use the power of the national government to promote _______________________________________________. 

Hamilton believed in a _______________________interpretation of the Constitution and used Article 1 Section 8, which said ________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________to support his position.  

On eth other Hand, Madison and Jefferson believed in a _________________________ interpretation of the constitution.  
Madison and Jefferson had turned against Hamilton and Washington. In the elections of 1794, these factions were even more organized, and they had acquired names. The Federalists supported Hamilton. Democratic-Republicans supported Madison and Jefferson. The Federalists still controlled the government. 
