History 2111

Analytical Document Summaries and Paper            




Fall 2006


If you take a look at the course objectives, you will find that you should be developing the skills of a historian, including critical reading, analytical and communication skills. One way you can demonstrate these skills is through primary source analysis.  

Document Summaries


In order to improve your writing in low stakes assignments and prepare yourself for the larger paper due at the end of the semester, you will be required to write 3 document analysis summaries.  The summaries should be from 175-200 words, which roughly translates to ½ page typed.  Do not go over ½ page.  Fifteen points will be deducted for going over the word/page limit; these assignments are designed to teach you to choose your words carefully.

· You must choose documents from our class readings.

· Read the document as you would for class. Print out the document analysis questions (found on the class website at http://www.geocities.com/mgilpin2003/).  Answer the questions.

· You will turn in the document analysis questions (filled out) with your summary.

· Construct a thesis statement and build the summary around it.

· Type your summary, being careful to check for grammatical and spelling errors.

Expect your first paper to be marked for grammar and content.  Most people will receive less than desirable grades on their first paper; therefore, I will drop your lowest summary grade.  Learn from my comments and adjust accordingly because all other grades will stand.  This assignment is not designed to lower your grades but rather to improve your writing.   


Due Dates:


I do not have firm due dates for these 3 assignments.  I will allow you to decide which summary you want to do.  Please note, however, that if you want to write a summary over a particular document, it is due on the Thursday of the week it was assigned.  I will not accept summaries late.  Summaries are due at the beginning (before the end of attendance) of class.  If you will not be in class on the day the summary is due, you should email it before class.  No late work will be accepted. (Please note that even if you email me your work, I still expect a hard copy the next time you come to class.)


I will not allow summaries the first week, as I will be handing out an example to the class.  Further, I encourage you to allow sufficient time between summaries to get my comments back (I strive for a one week turn around with all papers).  Students are advised not to wait until the end of the semester to complete the summaries.  No summaries accepted after Thursday, November 15, 2006.

· You do not need citations for these short summaries since the document is assigned.  

· Staple your Summary and document questions before you come to class.  (Summary in front)

· Please refer to the Grammar and Style sheets found on my webpage for writing tips.

Document Analysis Paper


For your document analysis paper, you will build on what you learned from your document summaries.  Here, you will gather 3-5 related documents, analyze the documents, and decide what your documents reveal about history.   A few sites I suggest are below, but feel free to explore for documents on your own. Note that there are many documents in the online reader that we do not use in class.  

· The Digital Library of Georgia: http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/
· Any Newspapers, including the New York Times

· The Avalon Project: http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/avalon.htm
· From Revolution to Reconstruction: http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/D/
· History Matters: http://historymatters.gmu.edu/

I encourage you to find documents that deal with the same topic. For instance, perhaps you may have a collection of documents from the Civil War, a collection relating to slavery, or a collection relating to religion.  The possibilities are almost endless, and if you need help, I will be glad to discuss topics and help you find documents.  


You will turn in your documents with a description of how you plan to link the documents on November 6, 2006, at the beginning of class. The clearer your proposal, the easier it is to spot problems and help you to correct them.  Typed proposals need not be longer than 1-2 paragraphs. Include copies of your documents with your proposal.  


After you have your documents approved, write a5-7 page paper analyzing your documents, using secondary sources to support what you find in your documents.  Completing the document questions worksheet (the one you had to do for your small summaries) will be helpful in trying to link documents together.   


Below, please find the components I expect to find in your paper.  

· SOURCES - You must consult at least 3 sources (preferably books).  At least 1 source must be a printed source that is not your textbook (you may use your textbook as one source).  This statute means that you MUST cross the threshold of the library!  As always, I will be glad to help you find books and sources.  

You may also use journals, either online or in paper form.  Many historical journals can be found at jstor.org – access from campus computers.  Feel free to consult Internet sites, being careful to realize that though you must carefully choose printed sources, it is more important to carefully choose Internet sources.  I encourage you to run questionable Internet sources by me before using them in your paper.

· CITATIONS – You must cite your sources.  Please see the citations page on my website for full instructions.  Any direct quote, paraphrase or idea that is not your own requires a citation.  You must use either endnotes or footnotes, conforming to my citations page.  MLA or parenthetical citations are unacceptable.  Failing to cite your sources constitutes plagiarism!

· ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY – In your annotated bibliography, I want you to list every source you consulted, whether or not you used it in your paper.  Use the bibliographic examples on the citations page as your guide.  If a period is missing, the entire citation is wrong.  Annotations simply mean that you tell me how you used a source; therefore, each bibliographic entry should be followed by a sentence or two explaining how you used the source/how the source helped you.

· CONTENT – After gathering your sources and information begin writing.  

Since your documents should form a coherent picture of a time, place, event or person in history, you should strive to create a story or at least a well-developed summary of your topic.  During the course of telling your story, you need to show where you used primary documents and support your points with secondary sources.  Please see the fictional example at the end of this assignment. Please create a solid introduction, body and conclusion.

· Other Stuff:

1) Times New Roman, 12pt. Font  

2) 1 inch margins all around


3) Double Space



4) Number your pages (no title page needed)


5) No spaces between paragraphs

6) Careful to follow the tips on the writing page


7) Double check for grammar errors

8) Turn in original proposal with your paper.

Your final paper is due November 29, 2006 at the beginning of class. Please bring a hard copy and disk copy of your paper.  Papers without disks will not be accepted.

EXAMPLE

The following is a fictional paragraph that discusses fictional documents about slavery and uses secondary sources to support the documents.  All of the documents mentioned or sources cited are fictional.  This example is only to give you an idea of what the final product should look like.  Please note the citations.  


Slaves on rural plantations faced different issues from slaves in cities, as slave accounts show.  Sally, an urban slave, frequently reports being able to travel to other homes and into town.  For instance, she recalls that the summer she turned 10, her “master allowed [her] to travel to [her] friend’s home, a full 15 minute trip through Charleston.”
  Rural slaves, by contrast, found that their movement was usually limited to the plantation unless they had a special skill.  Jessie, a blacksmith for the Barrow plantation in Georgia, noted that usually he and fellow slaves stayed on the Barrow plantation; however, on occasion, his master did rent him out for a small fee.
  When his master rented Jessie out, Jessie was allowed to leave the plantation; Jessie was expected back as soon as his work was complete.  The pattern in cities was for slaves to have great freedom of movement.  This pattern held true in many cities, including Charleston, Atlanta, Savannah, and Richmond, among others.
  Alternatively, slavery in rural settings was much more controlled in terms of movement.


The careful control that masters held over slave movement in rural areas extended to other aspects of slave behavior….   

� Sally Smith, Diary of an Urban Slave, accessed from � HYPERLINK "http://www.yaledocuments.com/sally" ��http://www.yaledocuments.com/sally�, August 10, 2006, (c.1823).


� WPA Slave Narratives, Account from Jessie Barrow, accessed from � HYPERLINK "http://www.wpanarratives.com/jessiebarrow" ��http://www.wpanarratives.com/jessiebarrow�, August 10, 2006, (c.1934).


� John Doe, Slavery in the Cities (Watkinsville: Gainesville State University Press, 2006), 32.
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