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Questions for Analyzing Primary Sources

1. Who created the source and why? When was it created? Where was it created? Was it created through a spur-of-the-moment act, a routine transaction, or a thoughtful, deliberate process?  This document is an address to the Constitutional Convention of Pennsylvania on January 31, 1873.  Damon Y. Kilgore, the Chairman of the Committee on Legislation for the International Workingmen's Association gave the speech after deliberating on the plight of the worker.   

2. Did the recorder [the person who created the source] have firsthand knowledge of the event? Or, did the recorder report what others saw and heard? It seems as chairman of the Union (Workingmen’s Association), Kilgore would know the plight of the worker firsthand, either as a worker or observer. 

3. Was the recorder a neutral party, or did the creator have opinions or interests that might have influenced what was recorded? Kilgore, since he was paid by the Union, would definitely have the Union interests in mind. He seems to highlight the plight of workers, the evils of companies, and the need for good government rather than stressing what the companies and government were doing to improve. He is not a neutral party.
4. Did the recorder produce the source for personal use, for one or more individuals, or for a large audience? This speech was specifically for the Constitutional Convention of Pennsylvania, but the author clearly wants to have a nationwide impact.  

5. Was the source meant to be public or private? Kilgore gave the speech in public.
6. Did the recorder wish to inform or persuade others? (Check the words in the source. The words may tell you whether the recorder was trying to be objective or persuasive.) Did the recorder have reasons to be honest or dishonest? Kilgore was trying to present the facts, but he also wanted to persuade his audience to act.  Though he did not have a reason to be dishonest, he may have had a proclivity to stretch the truth, emphasizing only the bad.  

7. Was the information recorded during the event, immediately after the event, or after some lapse of time? How large a lapse of time?  Though the exact time of the speech is 1873, poor and exploitive business practices were going on for some time.  
8. What does the document say/propose, etc? What point is the source trying to convey? (Summarize the document.)  Kilgore begins by noting that we only need government when we fail to do what is right; he notes that because government is more relaxed, companied have been able to “defy and defeat the will of the people.”  Specifically, Kilgore laments on the monopoly of the Reading Railroad, a company that raises fright prices without competition; holds not only the railroad but also real estate, ship yards, and even boats; controls the coal lands and producers; and forces out any individual wishing to participate in the market.  Further, the Reading Railroad will not transport the products of individuals, hurting farmers.  This power over production and distribution translates into a power over the product, coal, leaving many people without coal when the company runs the price too high. Kilgore believes there must be a change in legislation to combat corrupt business practices.

9. What facts do you learn from the document? (Facts can be proved or disproved by data.)

We learn about the general business practices of the Reading Railroad and other monopolies. We learn that the condition of individuals, whether worker or farmer, is impacted by the lack of legislation for monopolies.  

10. What inferences can you make? Why is this source important/significant?  (Ask yourself, “So what?”)  The plight of individuals seems lost in this era of big business.  As the south focused in on herself and the nation was dealing with Reconstruction, the rise of business had already begun.  
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At a time when we direct our attention to reconstruction, we must not forget that this was also the time when big business began to rise.  In his address to the Constitutional Convention of Pennsylvania on January 31, 1873, Damon Y Kilgore, the Chairman of the Committee on Legislation for the International Workingmen's Association gave a speech that focuses attention on workers, the role of the government and excesses of big business.  Kilgore begins by noting that government’s role is to regulate the vices of men.  Over the years, government has relaxed somewhat and allowed monopolies to rise.  Kilgore focuses specifically on the Reading Railroad of Pennsylvania.  He claims that company raises fright prices without competition; holds real estate, ship yards, and boats; controls the coal lands and producers; and forces out individuals, especially farmers.  This power over production and distribution gives the railroad the power to determine when people can have heat, a power that belongs to the people according to Kilgore.  In order to combat these monopolies and check corrupt business practices, government must enact legislation to curb excesses and keep watch over its citizens.    

