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Spring 2006

I.
GENERAL INFORMATION

Nickie Pearson 






                     Office Room Number 202


npearson@gc.peachnet.edu

                                   Office Hours: MW 6:30-7:00pm; 9:45-10:15


Room 306: MW 8:30-9:45



                                                               or by appointment

	Classes Begin (Full, First, First 10 Week Sessions)
	Thursday, August 17

	Labor Day Holiday
	Monday, September 4

	Midpoint Full Session
	Tuesday, October 10

	Faculty/Staff Professional Development/No Classes
	Thursday, October 12

	Fall Break
	Friday, October 13

	Thanksgiving Holidays
	Wednesday-Friday, November 22-24

	Classes End (Full, Second, Last 10 Week Sessions)
	Friday, December 8


II.
TEXT AND OTHER MATERIALS

· America: A Narrative History (Brief Sixth Edition) By George B. Tindall and David E. Shi V. 2 [Available in the Gainesville College (Oconee) Bookstore]

· http://wwnorton.com/college/history/archive/reader/purchase.htm The American History Digital Reader – This is an online collection that complements the textbook.  [You will need to purchase a password to the reader at  ].  Passwords are $5.00.

III.
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will survey North American history from the period just after the Civil War and Reconstruction to the modern day.  During this time period, the path that the United States would take was not always certain.  Numerous groups of people participated in the discussion of what “American” meant and what “America” would be.  As we travel through the American historical timeline, we will explore these different groups of people, including their problems and solutions with a keen eye toward the dissenting opinions.  Some of the viewpoints we will consider include, men, women, rich, poor, white, black, Indian, religious, Southern, Northern, and Western.  In addition, the study of American history will bring us alongside other nations vying for positions of power.  Where appropriate, we will consider global viewpoints with relevance to American issues.  This course is worth 3 credit hours.  Prerequisite: READ 0099.

IV.
COURSE OBJECTIVES (EXPECTED OUTCOMES)
After completing this course, you should have a grasp of American history and geography from 1877 to modern times.  More importantly, however, you should begin to develop the skills of a historian.  These include, critical reading, analytical and communication skills.  Through reading primary and secondary sources and presenting your analysis of these works through discussion and written assignments, you will learn to clearly present an informed argument.  These skills, though essential to the historians craft, will help you to better understand your world and allow you to make educated and critical decisions about your personal and national future, an integral part of Gainesville’s goal of educating the whole person.  Specifically, a successful outcome includes:

1) Increasing your ability to communicate effectively through class discussion and presentation of research.  

2) Improve your ability to investigate and analyze questions and problems through exploring an assigned topic and presenting it in written and oral form.

3) Demonstrate knowledge of history and political systems and their implications in the local, national, and in some international contexts through class discussion and 3 exams.

4) Improve your knowledge of computers, libraries, and other available study materials for writing and research through assignments.

V.
COURSE CALENDAR

Please see: http://www.gc.peachnet.edu/admissions/academiccalendar/ and the Schedule of Readings and Lectures below.

VI.
COURSE POLICIES 

· Attendance is essential to your success in the class, and I will take attendance each day.  Poor attendance will be reflected in your participation grade and more than likely in your exam grades.  To reward those of you with good attendance, perfect attendance will earn you 10 points on your final test grade.  In order to gain the 10 points, you must be present each day and you cannot arrive late or leave early; I will not accept any excuses.  No exceptions.   

· This course has ‘zero tolerance’ for cheating/plagiarism. Refer to the website under supplemental course information.  
· Disruptive Behavior – Students who exhibit behaviors that are considered to obstruct or disrupt this class or its learning activities will be considered under the Board of Regents Policy on Disruptive Behavior.  Behaviors which are considered to be inappropriate in this classroom include sleeping, eating, coming in late, interrupting others, talking out of turn, inappropriate behavior during group work, verbal behavior that is disrespectful of other students or the faculty member, or other behaviors that may be determined to be disruptive by the instructor.  Students who exhibit such behavior may be temporarily dismissed from the class by the instructor and may be subject to disciplinary procedures outlined in the Student Handbook.   
· There are no official make-up exams.  The only exceptions to this rule are in the case of the final exam if you have three finals scheduled the same day.  If you have a SERIOUS family or medical emergency, I will consider your situation (note that consideration does not mean that you will be allowed to make-up the exam).  Contact me as soon as possible with your documentation; after I have returned the exams, I will give no more make-ups.       

· Tardiness – Usually, I take attendance in the first 3-5 minutes of class.  If you arrive after I take attendance, you will be marked absent.  Please note that by arriving late, you forfeit the 10 bonus points on your final exam. Further, it is a distraction to the instructor and your fellow students to walk into class late. 
· Assignments should be typed and stapled.  One letter grade will be deducted for assignments not typed; an additional letter grade deduction will ensue for any assignments not stapled BEFORE you enter my classroom.

· I will not accept any late work.  Further, I will not accept partial assignments; all parts of your assignment must be turned in by the due date.  I prefer a hard copy of your work rather than an emailed attachment.  Should an emergency require that you email me an assignment however, you should assume I have not gotten the email unless you receive a confirmation from me.  When you return to class, you should also bring a hardcopy of your assignment.  

· Please note that GSC email is the official form of communication for Gainesville State University.  
VII.
COURSE GRADING*

· Exam 1:

            

15%


· Exam 2: 

            
20%

· Final Exam:

            
25% 

· Document Analysis

10%

· Paper

 
    
20%

· Pop Quizzes/Participation:

10%

*The components of the grade may be adjusted due to exceptional circumstances at my discretion.

Exams:  The exams are weighted  so that you may familiarize yourself with my expectations. Exam 1 will cover from Reconstruction to the period just before WWI.   Exam 2 will covers both World Wars and the interwar years.  Finally, Exam 3 will cover the Cold War to Today.   

Document Analysis and Paper: You will write short analysis papers over 3 of the documents assigned for class.  You will also use documents to explore a historical topic.  More information concerning these assignments will follow.

Pop Quizzes/Participation:  I expect you to participate in class.  In order to successfully contribute to discussion, you should read all assigned material, carefully consider the author’s arguments, come to class (see attendance section in “policies”), listen to your classmate’s thoughts, and contribute in class discussion.  I will periodically give pop quizzes to make sure you are reading.  

VIII.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Schedule of Readings and Lectures

(Subject to change at my discretion)

*Readings are due on Wednesday of the week they are assigned.  

	Week 1
	The South Returns to the Union: Text p.562-600 & Documents 

	DOCUMENTS
(1865-1877)
	1. Legislative wrongs to labor and how to right them

	August 21
	Introduction

	August 23
	Reconstruction and Race                                                                          Drop/Add Ends

	Week 2
	Gilded Age: Text p.607-675, 714-744 & Documents

	DOCUMENTS 

(1870-1890)

(1890-1914)
	1. Frederick Douglass (OPTIONAL)

2. The Farmer's Situation (1890's)

3. Response to the Farmer's Protests (1896) 

	August 28
	The Solid South: Populists and Jim Crow                   

	August 30
	Politics

	Week 3
	The Turn of the Century: Text p. 676 – 713 & Documents 

	DOCUMENTS

(1870-1890)

(1890-1914)
	1. From Another Shore: Congressional Report on Chinese Immigration 

2. Andrew Carnegie: FROM Wealth (June 1889). 

3. Edward Bellamy: from Looking Backward (1888).

	September 4
	Labor Day Holiday

	September 6
	Social Darwinism (Eugenics and its aftermath)

	Week 4
	Progressivism: Text p.753-779 & Documents

	DOCUMENTS

(1870-1890)

(1890-1914)
	1. The Athletic Craze (1893)

2. The American Federation of Labor (1883), Samuel Gompers 

	September 11
	Onward Union Soldiers       

	September 13
	Education, Religion, Recreation and Urban America

	Week 5
	Progressive Politics: 780-809 & Documents

	DOCUMENTS

(1890-1914)
	1. The Jungle (1906), Upton Sinclair 

2. The Subjective Necessity for Social Settlements (1892), Jane Addams 

3. George Washington Plunkitt: Plunkitt of Tammany Hall: A Series of Very Plain Talks on Very Practical Politics, Delivered by Ex-senator George Washington Plunkitt; Chapter One

	September 18
	Concepts and Reform

	September 20
	Politics and The Rise of American Imperialism

	Week 6
	A New Era: Text p. 810-815 & Document

	DOCUMENTS 
(1914-1929)
	1. Why Women Should Vote (1915), Jane Addams

	September 25
	Woodrow Wilson and the Corporate Order

	September 27
	Test 1

	Week 7
	Youth at War and Play: Text p. 815-870 & Documents

	DOCUMENTS
(1914-1929)
	1. Adolf K.G.E. von Spiegel: FROM U-Boat 202 (1919).

2. The Klan's Fight for Americanism (1926), Hiram W. Evan
3. The Red Scare is Un-American (1920), William Allen White

	October 2
	The Great War                                 

	October 4
	The 1920s

	Week 8
	“Fixin’ the Problems”: Text p.871 – 940 & Documents

	DOCUMENTS

(1929-1938)

(1939-1945)
	1. Excerpts from the Federal Writers' Project Interviews with Depression Victims (1930's) 

2. authorization of Couley dam(OPTIONAL)

3. "Deadline for Moving Nears: Residents of Towns Must Vacate

	October 9
	New Deal I                             Midpoint – October 10 (last day to Withdraw)               

	October 11
	New Deal II                                               First Date of WF Grade

	Week 9
	WWII: Text p. 940-1003 & Documents 

	DOCUMENTS
(1939-1945)

(1945-1950)

(1982-1989)
	1. Korematsu v. US (1944)

2. Public Law 100-383 (1988) Congress Apologies for the Relocation of Japanese-Americans in WWII

3. Enrico Fermi: Observations During the Explosion at Trinity on July 16, 1945 (July 1945)

	October 16
	Another Great War                                                                       

	October 18
	Military  

	Week 10
	The War at Home: Documents

	DOCUMENTS

(1939-1945)

(1945-1950)
	1. Women in War Industries
2. The Marshall Plan (1947) 

	October 23
	Domestic

	October 25
	Test 2

	Week 11
	The 1950s: 1013-1019; 1045-1068 & Documents

	DOCUMENT

(1950-1958)
	1.  A Purpose for Modern Woman (1955), Adlai E. Stevenson

2. What TV Is Doing to America (1955)

	October 30
	Politics, Society and the Economy

	November 1
	Cultural and Intellectual Movements of the 1950s

	Week 12
	Wars on our Land: Text: p. 1089 – 1107; 1118 – 1122 & Documents 

	DOCUMENTS

(1950-1958)

(1959-1970)
	1. Southern Declaration on Integration (1956) 

2. The Situation in Little Rock (1957), President Eisenhower 

3. Nonviolence and Protest: I Have a Dream (OPTIONAL)

	November 6
	Civil Rights Movement I                                         Turn in 3 documents with proposal

	November 8
	Civil Rights Movement II                                     

	Week 13
	The Tragedy of Containment: Text p.1019-1044; 1069- 1089  & Documents

	DOCUMENTS

(1945-1950)
	1. A Critique of Containment (1947), Walter Lippmann 

2. The Truman Doctrine (1947)

	November 13
	Origins of the Cold War         

	November 15
	Korea                                                              Last date to turn in summaries

	Week 14
	America Retreats: Text p. 1107– 1112; 1122-1127; 1146- 1151 & Documents

	DOCUMENTS
(1959-1970)


	1. Peace Without Conquest (1965), Lyndon B. Johnson

2. A North Vietnamese View of American Intervention (1965), Le Dua

	November 20
	Vietnam     

	November 22
	Thanksgiving Break

	Week 15
	The Political Outsiders: 1112- 1118; 1127 – 1146; 1151 – 1170 & Documents

	DOCUMENTS

(1959-1970)

(1971-1981)
	1. The Report of the President's Commission on Campus Unrest. 

2. Robert C. Ode: FROM Excerpts From an Iran Hostage's Diary

	November 27
	The Failure of American Liberalism                      

	November 29
	The Changing Tide of Politics                                       Final Paper Due

	Week 16
	The New Millennium: Text p. 1171 – 1248

	DOCUMENTS
(1982-1989)

(1989-present)
	1. Ronald Reagan: Speech about Iran Contra (March 4, 1987). 

2. Contract With America (1994) 

	December 4
	Reagan: The Economy and the World                                       

	December 6
	Clinton and the Election of 2000                                                                                   

	Final Exam
	Wednesday, December 13, 2006, 8-10pm


IX. SUPPLEMENTAL COURSE INFORMATION
Students are responsible for accessing ALL supplemental course information common to all courses at http://www.gsc.edu/admin/advising/Deans_Office/supplemental_course_info.htm  




Melanie G. Pearson 



                   



   History 2112

Spring 2006                                                                                Gainesville College: Oconee Campus

Please sign your name below to acknowledge that you have received a copy of the syllabus and that you know you are responsible for all of the information contained in the syllabus, including material on any websites listed therein.  Your signature will serve as proof should any discrepancies arise concerning attendance, tardiness, cheating, plagiarism and other course policies.   

Again, Please note that GSC email is the official form of communication for Gainesville State University.  
Print Name ________________________________________________

Sign Name _________________________________________________

Date _______________________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________




A = 100 – 90


B = 89 – 80


C = 79 – 70


D = 69 – 60


F = 59 and below








