GAINESVILLE COLLEGE

STANDARDIZED COURSE SYLLABUS

Social Science Division

History 2111: Survey of U.S. History 

Fall 2006

I.
GENERAL INFORMATION

Nickie Pearson 





         

            Office Room Number 202


npearson@gc.peachnet.edu

                                   Office Hours: MW 6:30-7:00pm, 9:45-10:15pm 


Room 306: MW 7:00-8:15    



   

 
          or by appointment

	Classes Begin (Full, First, First 10 Week Sessions)
	Thursday, August 17

	Labor Day Holiday
	Monday, September 4

	Midpoint Full Session
	Tuesday, October 10

	Faculty/Staff Professional Development/No Classes
	Thursday, October 12

	Fall Break
	Friday, October 13

	Thanksgiving Holidays
	Wednesday-Friday, November 22-24

	Classes End (Full, Second, Last 10 Week Sessions)
	Friday, December 8


II.
TEXT AND OTHER MATERIALS

· America: A Narrative History (Brief Sixth Edition) By George B. Tindall and David E. Shi VOLUME 1 (0-393-92424-6) [Available in the Gainesville College (Oconee) Bookstore]

· The American History Digital Reader – This is an online collection that complements the textbook.  [You will need to purchase a password to the reader at http://wwnorton.com/college/history/archive/reader/purchase.htm
.]  Passwords are $5.00.

III.
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will survey North American history from the period just prior to the arrival of Europeans up through the final stages of the Civil War and Reconstruction (to 1877).  During this time period, the path that the United States would take was not always certain.  Numerous groups of people participated in the discussion of what “American” meant and what “America” would be.  As we travel through the American historical timeline, we will explore these different groups of people, including their problems and solutions with a keen eye toward the dissenting opinions.  Some of the viewpoints we will consider include, men, women, rich, poor, white, black, Indian, European, Southern, Northern, and Western.  In addition, the study of American history will bring us alongside other nations vying for positions in the New World.  Where appropriate, we will consider global viewpoints with relevance to American issues.  This course is worth 3 credit hours.  Prerequisite: READ 0099.

IV.
COURSE OBJECTIVES (EXPECTED OUTCOMES)
After completing this course, you should have a grasp of American history and geography before 1877.  More importantly, however, you should begin to develop the skills of a historian.  These include, critical reading, analytical and communication skills.  Through reading primary and secondary sources and presenting your analysis of these works through discussion and written assignments, you will learn to clearly present an informed argument.  These skills, though essential to the historians craft, will help you to better understand your world and allow you to make educated and critical decisions about your personal and national future, an integral part of Gainesville’s goal of educating the whole person.  Specifically, a successful outcome includes:

1) Increasing your ability to communicate effectively through class discussion and presentation of research.  

2) Improve your ability to investigate and analyze questions and problems through exploring an assigned topic and presenting it in written and oral form.

3) Demonstrate knowledge of history and political systems and their implications in the local, national, and in some international contexts through class discussion and 3 exams.

4) Improve your knowledge of computers, libraries, and other available study materials for writing and research through assignments.

V.
COURSE CALENDAR

Please see: http://www.gc.peachnet.edu/admissions/academiccalendar/ and the Schedule of Readings and Lectures below.

VI.
COURSE POLICIES 

· Attendance is essential to your success in the class, and I will take attendance each day.  Poor attendance will be reflected in your participation grade and more than likely in your exam grades.  To reward those of you with good attendance, perfect attendance will earn you 10 points on your final test grade.  In order to gain the 10 points, you must be present each day and you cannot arrive late or leave early; I will not accept any excuses.  No exceptions.   

· This course has ‘zero tolerance’ for cheating/plagiarism. Refer to the website under supplemental course information.  
· Disruptive Behavior – Students who exhibit behaviors that are considered to obstruct or disrupt this class or its learning activities will be considered under the Board of Regents Policy on Disruptive Behavior.  Behaviors which are considered to be inappropriate in this classroom include sleeping, eating, coming in late, interrupting others, talking out of turn, inappropriate behavior during group work, verbal behavior that is disrespectful of other students or the faculty member, or other behaviors that may be determined to be disruptive by the instructor.  Students who exhibit such behavior may be temporarily dismissed from the class by the instructor and may be subject to disciplinary procedures outlined in the Student Handbook.   
· There are no official make-up exams.  The only exceptions to this rule are in the case of the final exam if you have three finals scheduled the same day.  If you have a SERIOUS family or medical emergency, I will consider your situation (note that consideration does not mean that you will be allowed to make-up the exam).  Contact me as soon as possible with your documentation; after I have returned the exams, I will give no more make-ups.       

· Tardiness – Usually, I take attendance in the first 3-5 minutes of class.  If you arrive after I take attendance, you will be marked absent.  Please note that by arriving late, you forfeit the 10 bonus points on your final exam. Further, it is a distraction to the instructor and your fellow students to walk into class late. 
· Assignments should be typed and stapled.  One letter grade will be deducted for assignments not typed; an additional letter grade deduction will ensue for any assignments not stapled BEFORE you enter my classroom.

· I will not accept any late work.  Further, I will not accept partial assignments; all parts of your assignment must be turned in by the due date.  I prefer a hard copy of your work rather than an emailed attachment.  Should an emergency require that you email me an assignment, however, you should assume I have not gotten the email unless you receive a confirmation from me.  When you return to class, you should also bring a hardcopy of your assignment.  

· Please note that GSC email is the official form of communication for Gainesville State University.  

VII.
COURSE GRADING*

· Exam 1:

            

15%


· Exam 2: 

            
20%

· Final Exam:

            
25% 

· Document Analysis (3)

10%

· Paper

 
    
20%

· Pop Quizzes/Participation:

10%

*The components of the grade may be adjusted due to exceptional circumstances at my discretion.

Exams:  The exams are weighted  so that you may familiarize yourself with my expectations. Exam 1 will cover the colonial period, Exam 2 will cover the revolutionary and early national period, and Exam 3 will cover the Jacksonian era to the Civil War and Reconstruction.  
Document Analysis and Paper: You will write short analysis papers over 3 of the documents assigned for class.  You will also use documents to explore a historical topic.  More information concerning these assignments will follow.

Pop Quizzes/Participation:  I expect you to participate in class.  In order to successfully contribute to discussion, you should read all assigned material, carefully consider the author’s arguments, come to class (see attendance section in “policies”), listen to your classmate’s thoughts, and contribute in class discussion.  I will periodically give pop quizzes to make sure you are reading.  

VIII.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Schedule of Readings and Lectures

(Subject to change at my discretion)

*Readings are due on Wednesday of the week they are assigned.  

	Week 1
	Introduction to the Class and to the land:  Text p. 2-11 & Documents

	DOCUMENTS

(before 1600)
	1. Las Casas's Description of the Spanish Conquest of Cuba

	August 21
	Introduction

	August 23
	Pre Columbian America                                              Drop/Add Ends

	Week 2
	Europe & Early Encounters: Text: p.11-26 (complete ch. 1) & Documents

	DOCUMENTS

(before 1600)
	1. Aztec Account of the Spanish, From the Messenger's Report )
2. Bartolom de las Casas: FROM Tears of the Indies, or Inquisition for Bloud: being the Relation of the Spanish Massacre there

	August 28
	Europe at the Age of Exploration

	August 30
	Spanish and French Colonies

	Week 3
	The English Colonies (northern): Text: p.34-59 & Documents

	DOCUMENTS
(1600-1660)
	1. A Woman's Pen (Seventeenth Century)

2. The Massachusetts Bay Colony Case against Anne Hutchinson 

	September 4
	Labor Day Holiday 

	September 6
	New England  

	Week 4
	Southern Colonies & Colonial Life: Text p.27-33; 66-72 & Documents

	DOCUMENTS
(1600-1660)

(1660-1702)

(1702-1763)


	1. Letter Home (1623)

2. William Waller Hening: FROM The Statutes at Large; Being a Collection of all the Laws of Virginia, from the First Session of the Legislature in the Year 1619

3. Slave Statutes from the State of Virginia (1662-1669)

4. The Secret Diary of William Byrd

	September 11
	Virginia

	September 13
	Race and Slavery in Early America

	Week 5
	Colonial Life (Inside and Outside Forces): Text p.60-66: 72-96; 97-120 & Documents

	DOCUMENT

(1660-1702)

(1702-1763)


	1. Nathaniel Bacon: The Declaration of the People.

2. The Second Treatise on Civil Government (1689), John Locke

3. Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God (1741)
4. FROM The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin 

	September 18
	Sex, Religion and Money

	September 20 
	Imperial Wars

	Week 6
	The Revolution: Text p.121-150; 152-180 & Documents

	DOCUMENTS

(1764-1783)
	1. Common Sense (1776)

2. Diary of a Revolutionary Army Physician (1776)

3. Primary Source: Writings on African American Participation in the American Revolution  

	September 25
	Imperial Orders                                                          

	September 27
	Revolutionary Society and The War

	Week 7
	Forming the New Government: Text p. 180-193 & Documents

	DOCUMENTS
	None – Study for Exam

	October 2
	Wrapping up the War While Forming a New Government                                           

	October 4
	Test 1

	Week 8
	A More Perfect Union: Text p.194-217 & Documents

	DOCUMENTS

(1783-1790)
	1. Federalist 21: Hamilton Lists the Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation 

2. Arguments Against Ratification of the Constitution at the Virginia Convention 

3. Madison's Defense of the Constitution at the Virginia Convention (1788) 

4.  James Madison: Defense of the Bill of Rights in Congress (June 8, 1789). 

	October 9
	The Articles of Confederation       Midpoint – October 10 (last day to Withdraw)

	October 11
	 Changing Forms of Government                                         First Date of WF Grade

	Week 9
	Two Competing Forms of Government: Text p. 218-279 & Documents

	DOCUMENTS

(1790-1800)

(1800-1815)
	1. "Farewell Address to the People of the United States," 1796

2. Thomas Jefferson: First Inaugural Address (March 4, 1801).

3. from The Indian Prophet and His Doctrine (1812)
4. Clark from Indian Hostilities (1812)

	October 16
	Federalism

	October 18
	The Era of Good Feelings

	Week 10
	A Changing Country and Political System: Text p. 282-312; 313- 320 & Documents 

	DOCUMENTS

(1800-1815)

(1815-1828)
	1. An Indians View (1805)

2. Gen. Jackson & the Six Militia Men, A Ballad-Tune Chevy Chase.

	October 23
	Western Expansion and the Market Revolution

	October 25
	Jackson: the Beginning

	Week 11
	Andrew Jackson: Text p. 320- 343 & Documents

	DOCUMENTS

(1828-1840)
	1.  The Cherokee: Memorial of the Cherokee Nation (1830).

	October 30
	Jackson Returns

	November 1
	Test 2                                                                                  

	Week 12
	Diverging Societies: Text p. 344-379; 461-469 & Documents

	DOCUMENTS

(1790-1800)

(1828-1840)


	1. from An African Narrative (1791)

2. On the African American Intellect (1791).

3. Female Workers of Lowell [The Harbinger, 1836

4. Sarah G. Bagley, Pleasures of Factory Life [The Lowell Offering, Series I 

	November 6
	Industry in the North                                     Turn in 3-5 documents with proposal

	November 8
	Southern Society & Slavery

	Week 13
	Slavery and its Problems: Text p. 380-409; 410-432; 471-478 & Documents

	DOCUMENTS

(1828-1840)

(1840-1850)
	1. Self-Reliance (1840) by Ralph Waldo Emerson

2. Charles Finney: Sinners Bound to Change Their Own Hearts 

3. William Lloyd Garrison: FROM First Issue of The Liberator 

4. William Barret Travis: Letter from the Commandancy of the Alamo 

	November 13
	Slavery to Reform                    

	November 15
	Manifest Destiny and War with Mexico                Last date to turn in summaries

	Week 14
	Saving the Union: Text p. 432-460; 469-471 & Documents

	DOCUMENTS

(1840-1850)

(1851-1860)
	1. The diary of a forty-niner. Edited by Chauncey L. Canfield.

2. Personal adventures in Upper and Lower California
3. Uncle Tom's Cabin, Harriet Beecher Stowe

	November 20
	Aftermath of the War (1848)                       

	November 22
	Thanksgiving Break

	Week 15
	The Road to War: Text p. 481-516; 517-540; 547-561 & Documents

	DOCUMENTS

(1851-1860)

(1861-1865)
	1. John Brown: Address of John Brown to the Virginia Court, …(1859).

2. The Diary of a Union Soldier (1862) 

3. Letters from a Confederate Officer (1862) 

	November 27
	Kansas-Nebraska & The Dred Scott Case                   

	November 29
	The Battles                                                                Final Paper Due

	Week 16
	The Civil War & The Aftermath: Text p. 541-547; 562-600 & Documents

	DOCUMENTS

(1861-1865) 

(1865-1877)
	1. "To My Old Master" (1865)

2. Legislative wrongs to labor and how to right them

	December 4
	The Homefront and Peace 

	December 6
	Reconstruction  & African Americans After the War            

	Final Exam
	Monday, December 11, 2006 8-10pm


IX. SUPPLEMENTAL COURSE INFORMATION
Students are responsible for accessing ALL supplemental course information common to all courses at http://www.gsc.edu/admin/advising/Deans_Office/supplemental_course_info.htm  


Melanie G. Pearson 



                   



            History 2111

Fall 2006                                                                                          Gainesville College: Oconee Campus

Please sign your name below to acknowledge that you have received a copy of the syllabus and that you know you are responsible for all of the information contained in the syllabus, including material on any websites listed therein.  Your signature will serve as proof should any discrepancies arise concerning attendance, tardiness, cheating, plagiarism and other course policies.   

Again, please remember that GSC email is the official form of communication at the college. 

Print Name ________________________________________________

Sign Name _________________________________________________

Date _______________________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________

Phone Number_______________________________________________  (For emergencies only)

A = 100 – 90


B = 89 – 80


C = 79 – 70


D = 69 – 60


F = 59 and below








