Genetics & Disease

Announcements

2/14
In the event of a 2-hour school delay, I will be in at 9:10.  

2/13
Turn in your course contracts and honors contracts to Mrs. Blanner. 

2/25
NEW!! Reading assignment.  Read a current non-ficiton book related to biotechnology or 
infectious disease.  4-page paper, typed, double-spaced (1000 words) due by spring vacation.  
Grade will be incorporated into the 60% objectives category.  Grade will not count more than 
10% of semester grade.


TIMELINE


March 5
Title (of book) and Topic (one sentence on what you want to write about) 



submitted to Mrs. Blanner or my email


April 2
Outline submitted to Mrs. Blanner or my email


April 20
Papers submitted to Mrs. Blanner or my email


I have one copy of the following books that I can lend you on a first come, first serve basis:


Guns, Germs and Steel


As the Future Catches You


The Biotech Century


False Hopes


Lords of the Harvest


Engineering Genesis


Otherwise, you must check a book out from a library or you may purchase a book that I pre-
approve.

2/27
Help with Mendelian Genetics Problem Set #10,11,12:


Genes often interact with one another. The term epistasis is applied to cases in which one gene 
alters the expression of another gene that is independently inherited. In Labrador retriever dogs 
one gene locus is involved with production of melanin pigment: B (black) and b (brown) are its 
two alleles. Another gene locus determines whether the melanin produced is actually deposited 
in individual hairs as they grow (E) or not deposited (e). Any dog with at least one dominant 
allele B and one dominant allele E will be a black Labrador. A dog with the homozygous 
recessive bb and at least one dominant E will be a lighter, chocolate Labrador. If a dog has the 
homozygous ee genotype it will be a yellow Labrador, regardless of the alleles at the pigment 
locus. 

3/14
Missing Appointments

In the future, if you miss an appointment that you have signed up for, you will only receive half credit for your effort grade.  Exceptions: excused absence or you contact me before the meeting.

3/22
Recitation Canceled – Monday, March 26.  If requested, I will book a recitation for Friday, 
March 30 after school.

3/30
Week 8 & 9 content – There will be no mandatory conferences next week, April 2-6.  You are responsible for showing me your work for week 8 & 9 content objectives during the week of April 9-13.  Feel free to sign up for a voluntary conference if you want extra help.

3/31
Midterm – You will have until 3:30 pm on Tuesday to finish your midterm.  It took me about one hour to complete the test.  I will allot two and a half hours in case anyone needs the time.  Come to my room after block 4.  I will post my answers at 3:30 by the phone in my room.

4/15 
Week 10 & 11 content - There will be no mandatory conferences this week, April 16-20.  You are responsible for showing me your work for week 10 & 11 content objectives during the week of April 30 – May 4.  Feel free to sign up for a voluntary conference if you want extra help.  I would be happy to hold a recitation on Wednesday or Thursday (April 18 or 19).

4/15
Field Trip - I arranged a field trip to New Hampshire Community Technical College, Pease campus, for Friday, May 11.  We leave during 1st block and arrive during 4th block.  Please get permission slips back to me ASAP.  I will leave copies with Mrs. Blanner.  Any questions, come see me or email me.

5/1
Course Evaluation – On Monday, May 7, Dr. Law will be at recitation at 2:30 to talk to you about this course.  Please come if you can.  Your feedback will be extremely valuable, especially because this was such an experimental course.

5/14
Final Exam – Your final exam will be on Tuesday, June 7 during block 4.  Currently, the plan is to give the test in Mrs. Blanner’s room.  If you need it, you will have an extra 30 minutes to work on the test in my room.

5/15
Papers – This is a reminder that papers are due on Monday, May 21st.  I have decided to make turning in outlines optional.  If you would like feedback on your outline, please give it to me before Thursday, so I can have it for you on Friday, May 18th.

5/20
CORRECTION – The final will be THURSDAY, June 7.

5/30
Week 15 Study Guide – You can hand in your study guides by email this week.  They are due by Friday at 6 pm or you lose 50 %.  I will send you a quick email when I receive it and will later follow up with comments.  If you do not get a response from my school email, send it to mgendrizzi@yahoo.com.  


For the extra credit diagnosis cases, you may receive credit if you build an argument for your prediction.  So please include your reasoning with your prediction when you turn in your study guide.  If you are still not satisfied that you did not receive credit, meet with me in person to discuss your reasoning next week.  (FYI, the first suggested site does not work.)  Good luck!

6/1
Review for Final – I will stay after school on Monday, June 4 to hold a review session for the final.

