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MGCA IS CONTINUING TO EXPERIENCE MAJOR RANGE UTILIZATION VIOLATIONS BY SOME OF OUR MEMBERS!  DO YOU WANT TO LOSE YOUR MEMBERSHIP?

IT IS MANDATORY THAT ALL USERS WEAR APPROPRIATE EYE AND EAR PROTECTION WHEN USING ANY OF THE RANGES!  (Club Range Rules - Rule #3)   

FUTURE VIOLATORS WILL BE DIRECTED TO IMMEDIATELY CEASE SHOOTING AND MAY BE DIRECTED TO SURRENDER THEIR MEMBERSHIP CARD!  IF THIS HAPPENS TO YOU, WILL HAVE TO APPEAR BEFORE THE BOARD, AT ITS NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING, TO EXPLAIN WHY YOU WANTONLY DISREGARDED THESE RULES IN ORDER TO TRY TO OBTAIN MEMBERSHIP REINSTATEMENT!

1) The revamping of the Upper Range is complete.  It is again open for use.  Everything is done except for seeding.

2) 2009 memberships are now due.  You have until December 31, 2008 to renew to avoid loss of Range access.  The gate combination will be changed on January 1, 2009 and you will not be able to get onto the Range until you have paid your renewal fee.  It is still $50/calendar year.

3) NRA/ISRA Membership & Gun Control Issues:  We won, for now, the Supreme Court fight on the 2nd amendment issue in June.  However, the battle is far from over!  Why?? – Because anti-gunners are still trying to pass legislation to severely restrict and/or revoke these rights.  The only two groups fighting this abhorrent attempt are the lobbying arms of the ISRA and NRA.  Go to the ISRA website www.isra.org/ and follow the prompts to the legislative bills pending.  If you are not signed up for the free ISRA ALERT SERVICE, do so today.  You can also go to the NRA website www.nra-ila.org/ and follow the prompts to see pending Federal Legislative Bills and for all states, including Illinois.

PLEASE CONTACT YOUR ELECTED REPRESNTATIVES TODAY, both State and Federal, AND POLITELY INFORM THEM OF YOUR STRENIOUS OBJECTIONS TO ALL OF THE PROPOSED PENDING ANTI-GUN OWNER LEGISLATION.  The applicable websites can help you find the correct names, addresses, and telephone numbers.

Remember to vote on November 4th.  As a gun owner, look at how each candidate, both Federal & State, stands on his/her support or non-support of your rights to own/use firearms.  The outcome of this election appears to be very decisive towards the current and future rights of gun ownership and usage, both in Illinois and the United States of America.  

4) Bi-Annual Club Elections:  May 2, 2009 is the next election for MGCA Directors.  If you are interested in running for the Board of Directors, submit your name and a short biography to the Club for publication in our April 2009 Newsletter and its Enclosed Ballot.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

1) Membership Renewal Notices.  Membership Renewal Notices ARE NOT mailed out to members.  The fall (October) newsletter and the late winter (January) newsletter serve as your renewal notice.  MGCA Memberships are calendar year therefore it does not save you any money or give you any advantage to wait until late summer or early fall to pay your annual dues.

2) 2009 Memberships:  2009 Membership Renewals may be made at the MGCA Membership tables during the gun show or mailed to MGCA – Membership, P.O. Box 9251, Peoria, IL 61612.

3) The Quarterly Membership Meeting is scheduled for November 1, at the MGCA Gun Show, and will start about 4:15 p.m.

4) All members are invited to attend and ask questions.

RANGE

1) REMEMBER – EACH THURSDAY is the Range Work/Maintenance Day.  The ranges may have limited availability while mowing (depending upon the time of the year), necessary repairs, cleanup, etc., is being performed.  Anyone available and desiring to help with Range Maintenance/Repairs can contact Greg Crank @ 309/248-7068 for details.

2) You are expected to have your MEMBERSHIP CARD with you every time you enter/use the Range.

3) Be sure to renew your annual MGCA membership prior to December 31, 2008 to avoid losing Range access starting January 1, 2009.

3) You are/will be expected to relock the gate each time you enter the Range and each time you exit the Range.  PLEASE DO NOT leave the Range Gate unlocked while using the Range.

4) ALL SHOTGUN SHOOTING MUST BE PERFORMED ON RANGE #5 (UPPER RANGE).  THIS INCLUDES BOTH SLUGS & BIRD SHOT.  DO NOT USE THE TARGET BOARDS AS A TEST AREA FOR YOUR SHOT PATTERN.  BRING YOUR OWN TARGET BOARD/PAPER TO TEST YOUR PATTERN.

ILLINI MUZZLE-LOADERS

Complete dates and details are available on the MGCA website – http://www.midwestgca.com 

Questions – Call Tom French (309) 246-2073.


GUN SHOWS

1) The MGCA telephone number for any and all gun show information is (309) 274-2977.  If Mary Harper, Show Manager, is not available, leave a message and she should get back with you within 24 to 36 hours.  Table space is available at $25.00 per table.

2) The next Gun Show is November 1 & 2, 2008, at the EAST PEORIA CONVENTION CENTER (AKA “THE OAKS”).

3) Because of increasing expenses (insurance, maintenance costs, etc.) and Gun Show shortfalls (rent, advertising, security, fewer table rentals, etc.) MGCA members will no longer receive free admission to our Gun Shows.  A nominal gun show fee ($3.00 per current membership card producing member) is better than everyone facing another Annual Dues increase.  All others pay a non-refundable $5.00 door admission fee.  Children will still receive free admission to the gun shows.
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MAIL
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Bob Bjerke
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