Website:  http://www.midwestgca.com

MGCA Telephone:  (309) 274-2977

July 2008

IMPORTANT NOTICES & INFORMATION

1) SATURDAY, JUNE 7, 2008, was the MGCA Annual Range Day.  The event was well attended and everyone had a chance to shoot some of the new offerings, as well as the existing firearms, from the manufacturers present.  Mother Nature even cooperated and did not give us any ‘liquid sunshine’ until the event was closing down about 3:00 p.m.  A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL OF THE INDIVIDUALS, BOTH PARTICIPANTS AND STAFF, WHO HELPED MAKE THIS DAY A GREAT SUCCESS!
2) Are you an ISRA or a NRA MEMBER?  IF NOT, WHY NOT?  These are two Organizations that fight for your rights that allow you to continue to be permitted to own and use firearms for target shooting, plinking, and hunting!  Join or renew either or both of these organizations today!  The Internet websites are: http://www.nrahq.org/ and http://www.isra.org/     Follow the appropriate prompts to membership.  You may also renew or join the ISRA or NRA at the MGCA Tables at our gun shows or the ANNUAL RANGE SHOOTING DAY.

3) Gun Control Issues:  We won, for now, the Supreme Court fight on the 2nd amendment issue in June.  However, the battle is far from over!  Why?? – Because anti-gunners are still trying to pass legislation to severely restrict and/or revoke these rights.  Check out the Illinois General Assembly’s website at www.ilga.gov/ and follow the links.  Crooks DO NOT adhere to current gun laws and will not adhere to any future gun legislation/laws.  If lawful citizens are forced to give up their guns or have their quick availability severely restricted, then the CROOKS will still have the upper hand.  Law Enforcement personnel do not have the manpower to protect you 24/7.  They normally respond only after a crime has been committed.

The only two groups fighting this abhorrent attempt are the lobbying arms of the ISRA and NRA.  Go to the ISRA website www.isra.org/ and follow the prompts to the legislative bills pending.  If you are not signed up for the free ISRA ALERT SERVICE, do so today.  You can also go to the NRA website www.nra-ila.org/ and follow the prompts to see pending Federal Legislative Bills and for all states, including Illinois.

PLEASE CONTACT YOUR ELECTED REPRESNTATIVES TODAY, both State and Federal, AND POLITELY INFORM THEM OF YOUR STRENIOUS OBJECTIONS TO ALL OF THE PROPOSED PENDING ANTI-GUN OWNER LEGISLATION.  The applicable websites can help you find the correct names, addresses, and telephone numbers.

4) Friends of NRA:  This annual fund raising event takes place, Saturday, August 16, ITOO Hall, 4909 W. Farmington Rd., Peoria, at 5:00 pm followed by dinner at 6:30 pm.  Proceeds support many local and statewide conservation, firearms, hunting, educational, etc., programs.  Website details are available at http://www.friendsofnra.org  follow the prompts – ‘find an event’, then ‘IL’.  Ticket and other information may also be obtained from Bob Bjerke, (309) 692-1800.

5) Range Safety:  PLEASE place your targets in front of the small backstops/berms provided on the lower ranges when shooting at these shorter distances.  Targets placed on top create the potential of rounds escaping the range and creating a major hazard.  Thanks for your cooperation.

6) Range Improvements:  Have you noticed the new shooting shelters and concrete pads on most of our ranges?  Kudos to our Range Director, Greg Crank, and all who have helped.

THE UPPER RANGE (Range #5) IS CURRENTLY UNDERGOING MAJOR RENOVATION AND IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  Berms are being moved/repositioned to increase the available shooting distance and to provide a better buffer to the North.  Errant shots have been escaping on the North side and creating a hazard.  PLEASE be careful when shooting clay birds.  New shelters with pads, and a separate clay pigeon pad will be put in after all of the groundwork is finished.  This Range will be re-opened as soon as possible.  Please bear with us during this renovation period.

Dirt is being moved to create a base for a new storage facility near the Pistol Ranges.  The ground will have to set over the winter to compact and stabilize.  The storage facility should be erected next spring or early summer.

Replacement of the lower range perimeter fence is still scheduled for completion by the end of this year.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

1) The Quarterly Membership Meeting is scheduled for August 2, 2008, at the MGCA Range, Range #1, and will start at 4:00 p.m.

2) All members are invited to attend and ask questions.

3) Membership queries now have an additional telephone number.  It is a cell phone where you can leave a message, if the phone is unattended.  Your call will be returned.  The number is (309) 229-7495.

RANGE

1) REMEMBER – EACH THURSDAY is the Range Work/Maintenance Day.  The ranges may have limited availability while mowing (depending upon the time of the year), necessary repairs, cleanup, etc., is being performed.  Anyone available and desiring to help with Range Maintenance/Repairs can contact Greg Crank @ 309/248-7068 for details.

2) You are expected to have your MEMBERSHIP CARD with you every time you enter/use the Range.

3) You are/will be expected to relock the gate each time you enter the Range and each time you exit the Range.  PLEASE DO NOT leave the Range Gate unlocked while using the Range.

4) ALL SHOTGUN SHOOTING MUST BE PERFORMED ON RANGE #5 (UPPER RANGE).  THIS INCLUDES BOTH SLUGS & BIRD SHOT.  DO NOT USE THE TARGET BOARDS AS A TEST AREA FOR YOUR SHOT PATTERN.  BRING YOUR OWN TARGET BOARD/PAPER TO TEST YOUR PATTERN.  This Range is currently closed for renovation.

5) Remember, Eye & Ear Protection is MANDATORY for everyone when using any of the MGCA Shooting Ranges.  There ARE NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS RULE!  MGCA does not care if other ranges do not enforce this rule.  Violators WILL BE DIRECTED TO CEASE SHOOTING, PACK THEIR MATERIALS, AND LEAVE THE RANGE.  DON’T BE A VIOLATOR!

ILLINI MUZZLE-LOADERS

Complete dates and details are available on the MGCA website – http://www.midwestgca.com 

Questions – Call Tom French (309) 246-2073.
Remaining 2008 dates are:

Saturday
July 12


Rifle Paper Shoot
Range 2
1:30 p.m.

Sunday
July 27


Pistol Shoot with Informal Cowboy Action Shoot




Upper Range

10:00 a.m.



Saturday
August 9

Rifle Shoot

Range 2
1:30 p.m.


Sunday
August 24

Pistol Shoot

Range 2
10:00 a.m.


Saturday
September 13

Rifle Shoot

Range 2
1:30 p.m.


Sunday
September 28

Rifle & Pistol Shoot
Range 2
10:00 a.m.


Saturday
October 11
ANNUAL MEAT SHOOT
Range 2
NOON

GUN SHOWS

1) The MGCA telephone number for any and all gun show information is (309) 274-2977.  If Mary Harper, Show Manager, is not available, leave a message and she should get back with you within 24 to 36 hours.

2) The next Gun Show is November 1 & 2, 2008, at the EAST PEORIA CONVENTION CENTER (AKA “THE OAKS”).  The February show was great with many positive comments.

3) Because of increasing expenses (insurance, maintenance costs, etc.) and Gun Show shortfalls (rent, advertising, security, fewer table rentals, etc.) MGCA members will no longer receive free admission to our Gun Shows.  A nominal gun show fee ($3.00 per current membership card producing member) is better than everyone facing another Annual Dues increase.  All others pay a non-refundable $5.00 door admission fee.  Children will still receive free admission to the gun shows.

MGCA CLUB, OFFICERS & DIRECTORS – TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Mike James, President  309/256-9787

Ernie Rech, Director & Website 309/699-0471

Tom French, Vice-Pres 309/246-2073

Bill Fritz, Director

309/274-6096

Bob Bjerke, Secretary
  309/692-1800

Ed King, Director
 
309/473-3964

Caryl Crank, Treasurer 309/248-7068

Greg Crank, Range Director
309/248-7068

Mary Harper, Gun Show Manager
309/274-2977

Membership Cell Phone Number
309/229-7495

MAIL

(Gun Show Related) MGCA, Attn:  Gun Show Manager, P.O. Box 9251, Peoria, IL 61612

(Membership Applications/Renewals) MGCA, Attn:  Membership Director, P.O. Box 9251, Peoria, IL 61612

Any and All correspondence for MGCA is to be mailed to P.O. Box 9251, Peoria, IL 61612.  Any Mail sent to any of the previously used Club Mailing Addresses could result in non-receipt by the Club.

Bob Bjerke

Secretary & Editor
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