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January 2009

IMPORTANT NOTICES & INFORMATION

1) EFFECTIVE MARCH 1, 2009, ALL NEW MEMBERS, FORMER MEMBERS (NOT PAID FOR THE PRECEEDING YEAR), AND PRIOR YEAR MEMBERS (NOT YET PAID FOR THE CURRENT YEAR) WILL HAVE TO PAY A $25.00 JOINING/REJOINING FEE PLUS THE CURRENT YEAR MEMBERSHIP DUES.
2) WILL THIS NEWSLETTER BE YOUR LAST NEWSLETTER?  ALL 2009 MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE NOW OVER-DUE & OWING:  Your 2009 - $50.00 Annual Membership Dues may be paid by mail thru the MGCA PO BOX, or you may pay at the February 7 & 8, 2009, Gun Show.

a) All members’ 2008 Membership & Range Card  (Orange Card) EXPIRED on December 31, 2008, irrespective of when, during the 2008 calendar year, you paid your 2008 membership dues.

b) The Range Gate combination was changed on January 1, 2009.  If you do not have a 2009 membership card (Lime Green Card) you will not have any Range access until your 2009 dues are paid.  There ARE NO EXCEPTIONS to this rule!

c) YOUR NAME LINE has a 08 or a 09 before your NAME in the address area of this newsletter.  If you DO NOT HAVE a 09 before your NAME, you are NOT PAID FOR 2009 according to the MGCA Membership Records.
d) If your 2009 Membership Dues are NOT PAID by the end of February 2009, you will be DROPPED from the Club Newsletter Mailing List.

e) Additionally, if you do not renew by March 1, 2009, you will also have to pay the $25.00 Joining/Rejoining fee, in addition to the annual $50.00 dues, to reactivate your membership.

f) To renew MGCA needs your name, address, telephone number, and Club Membership Number from your 2008 or earlier membership card if known and available.  You do not have to fill out a membership application form to renew.  Make your check payable to MGCA.

g) IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO TIMELY RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP.

h) It is also your responsibility to timely notify MGCA when you change your mailing address.  The USPS returns “as undeliverable” quarterly newsletters because you have moved and have not notified the Club of your new address.  The USPS will not forward incorrectly addressed newsletters.

3) Bi-Annual Club Elections:  May 2, 2009 is the next election for MGCA Directors.  If you are interested in running for the Board of Directors, submit your name and a short biography to the Club Secretary, by April 1, 2009, for publication in our April 2009 Newsletter and its Enclosed Ballot.
4) ARE YOU an ISRA or a NRA MEMBER?  IF YOU ARE NOT A MEMBER, WHY ARE YOU NOT A MEMBER?  These are the only two Organizations that fight for your rights that allow you to continue to be permitted to own and use firearms for target shooting, plinking, and hunting!  Join or renew either or both of these organizations today!  The Internet websites are: www.nrahq.org/ and www.isra.org/  Follow the appropriate prompts to membership.  You may also RENEW or JOIN the ISRA or NRA or both at the MGCA TABLES area at our GUN SHOWS or at the ANNUAL RANGE SHOOTING DAY in June.

5) Gun Control Issues:  Go to the ISRA website www.isra.org/ and follow the prompts to the legislative bills pending.  If you are not signed up for the free ISRA ALERT SERVICE, do so today.  You can also go to the NRA website www.nra-ila/org and follow the prompts to see pending Federal Legislative Bills and for all states, including Illinois.  PLEASE CONTACT YOUR ELECTED REPRESNTATIVES TODAY, both State and Federal, AND POLITELY INFORM THEM OF YOUR STRENIOUS OBJECTIONS TO ANY AND ALL PROPOSED PENDING ANTI-GUN OWNER LEGISLATION.  The applicable websites can help you find the correct names, addresses, and telephone numbers.

6) This newsletter and other MGCA Club information is also available on our website www.midwestgca.com/   

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

1) The current Quarterly Club Membership Meeting will be held at the Gun Show, Saturday, February 7, 2009, and will start about 4:15 P.M.

2) RENEW for 2009 by March 1, 2009, to avoid having to pay the $25.00 REJOINING FEE in addition to your $50.00 annual dues.

3) All members are invited to attend the quarterly membership meeting and ask questions.

RANGE

1) Anyone available and desiring to help with Range Maintenance/Repairs can contact Greg Crank @ 309/248-7068 for details.

2) You are expected to have your MEMBERSHIP CARD with you every time you enter/use the Range.

3) All members and their guests are expected to follow and obey ALL RANGE RULES.  Each member has been given a copy of the rules upon joining or renewing for 2009.  VIOLATIONS OF RANGE RULES BY YOU OR YOUR GUEST COULD RESULT IN THE LOSS OF YOUR MEMBERSHIP.

4) Range improvements/modifications are ongoing.  The two major projects for 2009 are replacing the perimeter fence and building a new equipment storage building.  Ground preparation work for the building has already been started.  

ILLINI MUZZLE-LOADERS

Complete details are available on the MGCA website.  Questions – call Tom French @ (309) 246-2073.  2009 dates are:


Saturday
March 14
Clay-Bird Shoot
Upper Range
1:30 p.m.


Saturday
April 11
Rifle Paper Shoot
Range 2
1:30 p.m.

Sunday
April 26
Rifle Paper Shoot
Range 2
10:00 a.m.


Saturday
May 9

Pistol Shoot

Range 2
1:30 p.m.

Sunday
May 24
Rifle Shoot

Range 2
10:00 a.m.

Saturday
June 6

Muzzle-loading Demonstrations as a part of the Annual MGCA Open House

Upper Range

9:00 a.m.

Sunday
June 21
Clay-Bird Shoot
Upper Range
10:00 a.m.


Saturday
July 11

Rifle Paper Shoot
Range 2
1:30 p.m.

Sunday
July 19

Pistol Shoot with Informal Cowboy Action Shoot



Upper Range

10:00 a.m.



Saturday
August 8
Rifle Shoot

Range 2
1:30 p.m.


Sunday
August 23
Pistol Shoot

Range 2
10:00 a.m.


Saturday
September 12
Rifle Shoot

Range 2
1:30 p.m.


Sunday
September 27
Rifle & Pistol Shoot
Range 2
10:00 a.m.


Saturday
October 10
ANNUAL MEAT SHOOT
Range 2
NOON

GUN SHOWS

1) The MGCA telephone number for any and all gun show information is (309) 274-2977.  If Mary Harper, Show Manager, is not available, leave a message and she should get back with you within 24 to 36 hours.

2) The next Gun Show is February 7 & 8, 2009, at the EAST PEORIA EVENT/CONVENTION CENTER (AKA “THE OAKS”).  2009 scheduled dates are February 7 & 8, and November 7 & 8.
MGCA CLUB, OFFICERS & DIRECTORS – TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Mike James (2013), President  309/256-9787
Ernie Rech (2011), Website 
309/699-0471

Tom French (2013), Vice-Pres 309/246-2073
Bill Fritz (2011), Director
309/274-6096

Bob Bjerke (2009), Secretary
  309/692-1800
Ed King (2011), Director 
309/473-3964

Caryl Crank (2009), Treasurer 309/248-7068
Greg Crank (2013), Range
309/248-7068

Mary Harper, Gun Show Manager
309/274-2977

Membership Cell Phone Number
309/229-7495

MAIL

(Gun Show Related) MGCA, Attn:  Gun Show Manager, P.O. Box 9251, Peoria, IL 61612-9251

(Membership Applications/Renewals) MGCA, Attn:  Membership Director, P.O. Box 9251, Peoria, IL 61612-9251

Any and All correspondence for MGCA is to be mailed to P.O. Box 9251, Peoria, IL 61612.

Bob Bjerke

Secretary & Editor

MGCA
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