Original Website:  http://www.peoriagunshow.com

**New Website:  http://www.midwestgca.com

MGCA Telephone:  (309) 274-2977

FEBRUARY 2006

IMPORTANT NOTICES & INFORMATION

The February 25th & 26th Gun Show and future gun shows will be held at the EAST PEORIA CONVENTION CENTER (aka “THE OAKS”).  The location is at the west edge of Washington (formerly Sunnyland) on Washington Road or Route 8.  The new facility is larger, better lighted, easier to get to, comparable in cost, and NO MORE CITY OF PEORIA HASSLES TO THE CLUB AND ITS VENDORS.

Note our new website name above.  We were able to change the old one to one that is more users friendly.  The original website name, www.peoriagunshow.com is also still valid.  Both are linked to each other.

ARE YOUR 2006 MEMBERSHIP DUES PAID?  If your 2006 dues have not been paid by the end of the February Gun Show, YOU WILL BE DROPPED FROM THE MEMBERSHIP ROSTER, and will no longer receive the club newsletter.  You will be able to renew your 2006 club membership at the gun show.

MGCA is now using P.O. Box 9251, Peoria, Il 61612 for all mail.  A) Please mark your envelope attn:  Membership if the correspondence is membership related.  B) Please mark your envelope attn:  Gun Show if the correspondence is gun show related.
HELP is needed for the monthly 22-rifle youth shoots at the Range.  NRA Certified Instructors are best for this as they have the training necessary to properly assist.  Other qualified help will not be refused.  Contact Greg Crank, (309) 248-7068, or Ernie Rech, (309) 699-0471, with your availability.

Basic Pistol Class:  A Basic Pistol Class is being offered the week of March 13-19.  Cost is $50 / person.  Class size is limited to 40 participants.  Advance reservations are required by March 3.  Questions - contact Bob Bjerke @ 309/692-1800 or at the MGCA tables at the gun show for an application form.

GUN SHOWS & GUN SHOW INFORMATION

1) Mary Harper is the New Gun Show Manager for MGCA.  She can be reached at the same telephone number, (309) 274-2977.  If she is not available, leave a message and she will get back to you within 24 hours.

2) All table reservation fees, $25.00 / table, must be paid at least 2 weeks before to guarantee your table(s).  Fees not received at least 2 weeks before the show and those fees paid at the show will pay $30.00 / table.  Any questions, contact Mary Harper.

3) Club members are admitted free to our Gun Shows upon presentation of their current year’s membership card.  All others pay a $3.00 door admission fee.

RANGE

1) RANGE SAFETY IS OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE!  ALL SHOOTERS ARE REQUIRED TO USE APPROPRIATE EYE & EAR / HEARING PROTECTION WHEN SHOOTING!
2) The gate locks combination changed January 1, 2006.  If your 2006 dues are not paid, you do not have access to the range until they are paid.

3) You are/will be expected to relock the gate each time you enter the Range and each time you leave the Range.  PLEASE DO NOT leave the Range Gate unlocked while using the Range.

4) REMEMBER – EACH THURSDAY is the Range Work / Maintenance Day.  The ranges may have limited availability while mowing (depending upon the time of the year), necessary repairs, cleanup, etc., is being performed.  Anyone available and desiring to help with Range Maintenance / Repairs can contact Greg Crank @ 309/248-7068 for details.

5) Additional Range improvements are in the planning stage.

6) REMEMBER TO MAKE SURE YOUR BULLETS IMPACT INTO THE RANGE BACKSTOP WHEN SHOOTING.  SET YOUR TARGETS ACCORDINGLY.  THIS SAFETY PRECAUTION WILL HELP PREVENT RICHOTS AND DANGER TO OTHER SHOOTERS AND NON-SHOOTERS ALIKE.

7) The Annual Range Shooting Day with Armalite & Springfield Armory is in the planning stage.  The date has not yet been finalized.  It will be announced in the May newsletter.

MEMBERSHIP & MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

1) All Current Members Are Invited To Attend All General Membership Meetings.

2) There will be a General Membership Meeting starting just after the show closes at 4:00 p.m. in the concession area at “THE OAKS” on Saturday, February 25, 2006.

3) Minutes & Financial Report Summaries from previous meetings, both General Membership and Board, will be available at the Club’s Membership Tables located towards near the rear of the show area for any & all paid-up members to review.

4) The May 6, and August 5, 2006, Quarterly Membership meetings will be held at the MGCA Range beginning at 4:00 p.m.

5) MGCA memberships are Annual Memberships.  Each member’s membership expires on December 31, each year, even if you wait until mid-year or later to send in your fees.

6) All members who have not sent in their renewal fees by the February Gun Show are deleted from the current membership roster.  This means no more newsletters until you fill out another application form.
7) You may also renew your 2006 membership by mail.  Send your name, address, telephone number, and 2005 membership number from your 2005 membership card, with your $50.00 check to the Club Membership Address listed below.  Your 2006 card will be mailed back to you
8) The membership form is available at our website listed at the beginning of this newsletter.
MGCA CLUB, OFFICERS & DIRECTORS – TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Mike James, President
309/274-6473

Ernie Rech, Director & Website
309/699-0471

Kevin Monk, Vice-Pres
309/443-5339

Bill Fritz, Director

309/274-6096

Bob Bjerke, Secretary
309/692-1800

Ed King, Director
 
309/473-3964

Caryl Crank, Treasurer
309/248-7068

Greg Crank, Range Director
309/248-7068

Mary Harper, Gun Show Manager
309/274-2977

(Gun Show Related) MGCA, Attn: Gun Show Manager, P.O. Box 9251, Peoria, IL 61612

(Membership Applications/Renewals) MGCA, Attn:  Membership Director, P.O. Box 9251, Peoria, IL 61612
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