Original Website:  http://www.peoriagunshow.com

New Website:  http://www.midwestguncollectorsassociation.com

MGCA Telephone:  (309) 274-2977

February 2005

THE MGCA BOARD HOPES EVERYONE HAD HAPPY AND SAFE HOLIDAYS!

IMPORTANT NOTICES & INFORMATION

1) Wednesday, February 23rd is ISRA Lobby Day in Springfield.  Everyone is meeting in the Stratton Bldg cafeteria between 8 & 9 A.M. to review the legislative issues (pending anti-gun bills) facing us and to plan out the day’s events.  The Stratton Bldg is located just west of the Capitol Bldg and its parking lot is the closet.  Then it is on to meet with the elected representatives from both the House and the Senate.  If you are available, carpool down and let your voice be heard by your elected representatives.

2) If you have not yet renewed your 2005 MGCA membership, this is the last newsletter you will receive until you renew.  The NEW SINGLE MEMBERSHIP & RANGE CARD will be available at the February 5th & 6th Gun Show.  Ed King will have them at his Membership Table.  The new card will provide access to BOTH the Range and FREE MEMBER admission to the Club’s Gun Shows.  MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE $50.00 FOR 2005.
3) Greg Crank, our Range Director, is working on setting up a Saturday in June for Armalite & Springfield Armory’s to come to our range again this year.  This is a tremendous opportunity for everyone to burn some rounds with long guns and pistols that you may not have access to on a regular basis.  More details will be published in the spring newsletter.

4) Are you interested in helping your Club become better?  If so, read the next section and indicate you willingness to help by running for and serving on the Board.

CLUB NOMINATIONS & ELECTION

1) MGCA Club Election will be held at the May 7 & 8, 2005 Gun Show.  Voting will close at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 7.  Ballots will be included in with the next newsletter.  Nominations will have to be in by April 5, 2005, in order for name’s & biographical information to be included in the spring newsletter.  The ballot can be filled out and returned via mail or you can vote in person at the May Show.  The ballots will then be tallied and the results announced before the end of the quarterly membership meeting.  The last election had less than 12% of the membership voting.  Let’s get more of the members involved.  REMEMBER, THIS CLUB IS YOUR CLUB.
2) There will be four (4) Director’s positions to be voted on according to the Club’s current by-laws.  One (1) Candidate will be elected to a two-year (2005-2007) term of office and three (3) Candidates will be elected to six-year (2005-2011) terms of office.  Total votes received by each Candidate will determine which Candidates fill which terms’ of office.  Three (3) Directors’ were elected to six-year (2003-2009) terms of office in 2003.  One (1) remaining Director was elected to a six-year (2001-2007) term of office in 2001.

3) If you are interested in running for the MGCA Board, please let the Club know so that your name and some biographic information can be included in the spring newsletter.  Bob Bjerke, MGCA Secretary, is the Nominations Chairman.  You may leave the necessary information with him at the MGCA Club Table or with any Officer/Director.  You may also call Bob @ 309/692-1800.

RANGE

1) You are/will be expected to relock the gate each time you enter the Range and each time you leave the Range.  PLEASE DO NOT leave the Range Gate unlocked while using the Range.

2) Some minor vandalism is still periodically occurring at the Range.  This costs the Club time & money.  Time & money spent on VANDALISM REPAIR is time & money not available for Range Improvements. Shooters, PLEASE let’s take care of our property!

3) REMEMBER – EACH THURSDAY is the Range Work/Maintenance Day.  The ranges may have limited availability while mowing (depending upon the time of the year), necessary repairs, cleanup, etc., is being performed.  Anyone available and desiring to help with Range Maintenance/Repairs can contact Greg Crank @ 309/248-7068 for details.

4) The Range Gates combination changed January 1, 2005.  If your 2005 dues are not paid you will not be able to access either of the Ranges until your 2005 dues are paid.

GUN SHOWS

1) The MGCA telephone number for any and all gun show information is (309) 274-2977.  If Bill Fritz is not available, leave a message and he should get back with you within 24 to 36 hours.

2) The 2005 EXPOSITION GARDENS Gun Show Dates & times are:

February 5 & 6, 2005
-
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

May 7 & 8, 2005
-
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

August 6 & 7, 2005
-
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

November 5 & 6, 2005
-
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

2) Gun Show door admittance fees are $3.00 per person, for DUES DELINQUENT and non-club members.  Club members are still admitted free upon presentation of their current year’s membership card.

3) The February 2005 Gun Show will again feature a GIVE-AWAY.  You need not be present to win, but you must attend the Gun Show to register for the FREE PRIZE.  Registration materials will be at MGCA Club Table.
MEMBERSHIP & MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

1) All Current Members Are Invited To Attend All General Membership Meetings.

2) There will be a General Membership Meeting starting just after the show closes at 4:00 p.m. in the front room (entrance area) of EXPO Gardens on Saturday, February 5, 2005.

3) Minutes & Financial Report Summaries from previous meetings, both General Membership and Board, will be available in the office during the Gun Show for paid-up members to review.

4) 2005 membership cards will be available from Ed King at his Membership Table.  2005 dues must be paid no later than the February 5 & 6, 2005 Gun Show for you to remain a Club Member in good standing.  All members who have not paid their 2005 dues by the end of the February Gun Show will be dropped from the Club’s Membership List.

5) The Range Gates combination changed January 1, 2005.  If your 2005 dues are not paid you will not be able to access either of the Ranges until your 2005 dues are paid.

MGCA CLUB, OFFICERS & DIRECTORS – TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Midwest Gun Collectors Assn, P.O. Box 527, Chillicothe, IL 61523
Phone
309/274-2977

Mike James, President
309/274-6473

Ernie Rech, Director & Website
309/699-0471

Kevin Monk, Vice-Pres
309/443-5339

Bill Fritz, Gun Show Manager
309/274-2977

Bob Bjerke, Secretary

309/692-1800

Ed King, Membership Director 
309/473-3964

Caryl Crank, Treasurer
309/248-7068

Greg Crank, Range Director

309/248-7068

(Membership Applications/Renewals) Ed King, P.O. Box 1242, Bloomington, IL 61701

Reasonable suggestions, comments, and potential future assistance are welcome.  Call the applicable person.  Leave a message and your telephone number.  Your call will be returned if the recipient is not available at the time of your call.

Bob Bjerke

Secretary & Editor
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