Original Website:  http://www.peoriagunshow.com

New Website:  http://www.midwestguncollectorsassociation.com

August 2004

Note that we now also have a website in our club name.  It currently connects to our old website.  We will be updating both sites and will keep you informed as best as possible.  Be sure to check them out.  If you have any suggestions or comments, please give them to Ernie Rech, our website coordinator.  His phone is 309/699-0471, after 4:30 p.m.

RANGE

1) You are/will be expected to relock the gate each time you enter the Range and each time you leave the Range.  PLEASE DO NOT leave the Range Gate unlocked while using the Range.

2) Some VANDALISM is still occurring at the Range.  This costs the Club time & money.  Time & money spent on VANDALISM REPAIR is time & money not available for Range Improvements. Shooters, PLEASE let’s take care of our property!

3) REMEMBER – EACH THURSDAY is the Range Work/Maintenance Day.  The ranges will have limited availability while mowing, necessary repairs, cleanup, etc., is being performed.  Anyone available and desiring to help with Range Maintenance/Repairs can contact Greg Crank @ 309/248-7068 for details.

4) Some Range Improvements have been accomplished and additional improvements are planned.  To continue improving our Range the Club is going to have to find additional sources of funding, which means the Annual Dues need to be increased to help cover the costs of these proposals.  Recent completed projects and proposed prioritized long range projects are summarized below:

a. New gates have been built and installed on both ranges.

b. Restrooms, with protective caissons, have been built on both ranges.

c. The East Safety Berm needs to be rebuilt and lengthened on the Lower Range.  An additional Safety Berm is needed to separate the Lower Range into TWO SEPARATE RANGES, a short Range and a long Range.  The left portion depth will be left about the same depth.  The right portion will be deepened to about 200 yards.  This will afford easier replacement of targets on either Range section without having to CLOSE DOWN THE WHOLE SHOOTING LINE.  The necessary dirt for the side berms will come from current hillside backstop and high areas on the existing range.  The lower range also needs to be leveled to make shooting safer and maintenance easier.  We are also looking at cutting in an ARCHERY AREA that will be located on the eastern side of the cornfield at Route 26 & Washburn Road.  Access to this area will be thru the Lower Range.  The Parking Area inside the Lower Range will also be expanded with the excess dirt being used on the Safety Berms.  As soon as firm written bids are received, reviewed, and the best one selected, work will begin.

d. The Board is hoping to be able to include the proposed Archery Project with the Safety Berm project if the projected additional cost is not too great.

e. The current pavilions and rooms on the Lower Range are almost at the end of their life.  They have major termite damage and are close to becoming unsafe.  They need to be torn down and replaced with a new pavilion set on a concrete floor.

f. Electricity is needed on both the Upper & Lower Ranges.  This will enable the CLUB to have the ability to host better events and also hold some evening events.

g. A Morton Type Building that will serve as a Storage & Repair facility, Clubhouse, and Classroom is envisioned.  It will be at least partially insulated, have heat, water, electricity, etc.

h. The property currently does NOT have water.  A well needs to be dug, especially if any building is erected on the property.

i. New and better Perimeter Fences need to be purchased & erected to protect the Ranges and proposed building(s) and other improvements.

MEMBERSHIP DUES / RANGE FEES

1) For 2005, the Board has decided to go to a SINGLE CARD membership system.  This will save the Club money and the SINGLE CARD will also be used for Range access.  All members will pay the same annual fee for their membership (the Club currently has very few members who do not also purchase a Range Card).  Membership will continue to run from January 1, thru December 31, each year.  Memberships, new or renewed, may be obtained at any gun show.

2) As mentioned above, your Club Board has proposed some major improvements for YOUR RANGE.  These proposed improvements will cost big dollars.  MGCA does not have the treasury to do most of these proposed projects without additional funds.  To be able to do most of these projects, a substantial annual dues increase ($20.00 per year) is necessary to provide funding for these projects.  The projects would take a number of years to complete, estimated at 5 or more, if the membership concurs with the proposals.  A lesser annual dues increase ($10.00 per year) could still permit these proposed projects to be accomplished, however, it would take many more years to finish.   THE BOARD NEEDS YOUR INPUT ABOUT THE PROPOSED DUES INCREASE ($20.00 or $10.00) TO FUND THE PROPOSED RANGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS.  TALK TO ANY BOARD MEMBER ABOUT YOUR FEELINGS ON THESE SUBJECTS.  THEY SHOULD BE AT THE AUGUST GUN SHOW.

GUN SHOWS

      1) Remaining 2004 & scheduled 2005 Gun Show Dates, ALL AT EXPOSITION GARDENS, Peoria, IL are:






February 5 & 6, 2005






May 7 & 8, 2005

August 7 & 8, 2004


August 6 & 7, 2005

November 6 & 7, 2004


November 5 & 6, 2005

2) Gun Show door admittance fees are $3.00 per person, for DUES DELINQUENT and non-club members.  Club members are still admitted free upon presentation of their current 2004 membership card.  

3) The August Gun Show will again feature a GUN GIVE-AWAY.  You need not be present to win, but you must attend the Gun Show to register for the GUN.  Gun Registration materials will be at MGCA Club Table.
MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

1) All Current Members Are Invited To Attend All General Membership Meetings.

2) There will be a General Membership Meeting starting just after the show closes at 4:00 p.m. in the front room (entrance area) of EXPO Gardens on Saturday, August 7, 2004.

3) Minutes & Financial Report Summaries from previous meetings, both General Membership and Board, will be available in the office during the Gun Show for paid-up members to review.

SPECIAL EVENTS

1) The weather was perfect for those who attended the Arma Lite, Inc., & Springfield Armory field day on our Lower Range, Saturday, June 19, 2004, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  A substantial amount of ammunition was expended and the food & beverages provided by Cary Crank were excellent.  To those who missed the event, our condolences.

2) We are still trying to schedule Rock River Arms & Smith & Wesson Arms for shooting demonstrations some time this fall.  Details will be posted on our website and incorporated into the next newsletter if the event can be setup.

3) The Club hosts 22 Rifle Matches on the last Sunday of each month, @ 1:00 p.m., on the Upper Range.  While the event is primarily for youth, adults are also invited to try their skills.  This event will continue thru October 2004.

MGCA CLUB, OFFICERS & DIRECTORS – TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Midwest Gun Collectors Assn, P.O. Box 527, Chillicothe, IL 61523
Phone
309/274-2977

Mike James, President
309/274-6473

Ernie Rech, Director & Website
309/699-0471

Kevin Monk, Vice-Pres
309/443-5339

Bill Fritz, Gun Show Manager
309/274-2977

Bob Bjerke, Secretary
309/692-1800

Ed King, Membership Director 
309/473-3964

Caryl Crank, Treasurer
309/248-7068

Greg Crank, Range Director
309/248-7068

(Membership Applications/Renewals) Ed King, P.O. Box 1242, Bloomington, IL 61701

Reasonable suggestions, comments, and potential future assistance are welcome.  Call the applicable person.  Leave a message and your telephone number.  Your call will be returned if the recipient is not available at the time of your call.

Bob Bjerke

Secretary & Editor
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