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In my position as reference librarian, I had the pleasure of working closely with Albert throughout 2005, and I found him to be a great asset to the library in a number of capacities. In his position as young adult library assistant, Albert was integral in attracting and retaining young patrons to our newly opened library. 

In such  position, it is important to employ someone who really connects with the young patrons, and Albert was extremely successful in not only making those connections but also in influencing how that group of patrons viewed and experienced the library. His ability to continually develop innovative and interesting programs had a very positive impact on how willing teens were to choose to spend their time at our library as opposed to the myriad other possibilities vying for their time. 

Albert was also a very easy person to get along with, for patrons and staff alike. He was always able to bring a fresh viewpoint and an innovative angle to most any situation. Conversely, he was always willing to listen to the viewpoints and opinions of others and successfully incorporate them into his approach to new and challenging situations. 

I saw Albert grow greatly, both professionally and personally over the period of time I worked with him, and I believe his continued interest and involvement in the library profession will only bring positive results to any organization to which he is affiliated. I highly recommend him for this scholarship.

In addition to reiterating my comments from above, I would like to draw more focus to Albert's personality and demeanor. While I was happy for Albert when I learned of his intentions to leave our library to pursue graduate studies in the library profession, I knew his absence would also leave a hole in our library's ability to continue to reach our teen patrons. 

I don't think I can overstate Albert's effectiveness at almost single-handedly developing, promoting and fostering our young adult library program. But more than that, Albert's magnetic personality had a very positive influence on our patrons and staff on a daily basis. And, his presence has been missed by staff and patron alike since he left. I feel that level of impact is likely the highest praise any of us can hope for.

