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to say one thing, but it means the opposite





Verbal Irony





That plan is brilliant! (Actually meaning it is foolish.)





turns out differently than what is expected





Situational Irony





A lifeguard drowning.





The audience has more knowledge of a character's situation than the character on stage.





Dramatic Irony





Romeo thinking Juliet is dead, but the audience knows she is alive.





the opposite of hyperbole





Understatement





In Shakespeare's "Macbeth," Macbeth, having murdered his friend Banquo, understates the number of people who have been murdered since the beginning of time by saying "Blood hath been shed ere now."





a statement that contradicts itself





Paradox





That I may rise, and stand, o'erthrow me,








the substitution of a term naming an object closely associated with the word in mind for the word itself





Metonymy





in a herd of fifty cows, the herd might be referred to as fifty head of cattle. The word "head" is the word representing the herd





a narration entirely in the voice of a single speaker





Monologue





Strindberg’s one-act play The Stronger.





the sound of the word suggests its meaning





Onomatopoeia





Out of the whinnying stable


On to the fields of praise. 





the structure of the whole literary work. The pattern or sequence that unifies the events or ideas in the work. �





Organization





Romeo and Juliet is a play organized into acts and scenes.





the juxtaposition of two contradictory terms, creating a sharp, paradoxical emphasis





Oxymoron





“O Brawling love, O loving hate!”





an inanimate object or abstract idea is given human characteristics





Personification





Stormy, husky, brawling,


City of the big shoulders





the musical quality or rhythm of the phrases, clauses, and sentences





Phrasing





Mr. Crowley


What went on in your head?


Mr. Crowley


Did you talk to the dead?





perspective, the mind, or emotions of the persona through which the�story is felt





Point of View





Third-person, first-person, limited omniscient





the use of “I” in the narration of the story. It is a personal point of view





First Person





I went to the store for some milk.





(the narrator addresses the reader as you)





Second Person





You had a bad dream last night.





“He” or “She”-removed





Third Person, Limited Narration





John went to the baseball game.





persona sees all.





    Third Person, Omniscient Narration





Peter said, “I’m going out.” And John replied, “OK”





repeating a word, phrase, or image for emphasis





Repetition





The tree was big. The tree was beautiful. The tree was majestic.





repetition of the same stressed sound or sounds at the end of words





Rhyme





A poem should be palpable and mute


As a globed fruit





the pattern of rhyme





Rhyme Scheme





End rhyme, internal rhyme, and eye rhyme.





the melody of the language. It is abrupt, gentle, serene, and powerful





Rhythm





the last two lines of Robert Frost's, "Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening"





verse or prose that makes fun of a popular institution, custom, or belief. Generally, a satire is humorous; its tone can be gentle, scornful, or bitter





Satire





Jonathan swift's "Gulliver's Travels" satirizes the English people, making them seem dwarfish in their ability to deal with large thoughts, issues, or deeds





the indications of foot divisions and accents in metrical verse





Scansion





Iamb, Trochee, Anapest, Dactyl, and Spondee





in a play, a speech delivered by an actor who is alone on stage





Soliloquy





To be, or not to be, that is the question:"





lines of poetry that are systematically grouped together





Stanza





I have been one acquainted with the night.


I have walked out in rain-and back in rain.


I have outwalked the furthest city light.





I have looked down the saddest city lane


I have passed by the watchman on his beat


And dropped my eyes, unwilling to explain





a form of metaphor which mentioning the part signifies the whole or the whole signifies the part





Synecdoche





In Alfred Lord Tennyson's "Ulysses" Ulysses refers to his former companions as free hearts, free foreheads-





the effect of truthfulness in a work of fiction





Verisimilitude





In an attempt to create verisimilitude, in addition to the usual vulgarities, the dialogue is full of street slang.


--Wilborn Hampton, "'Sugar Down Billie Hoak': An Unexpected Spot to Find a Father,"





the voice through which the author of the story speaks. (Pay particular attention to diction and syntax here)





Persona





Ralphie from “A Christmas Story”





the way an author writes in order to create his/her desired effect on the reader





Style





Irony





Macbeth murdering his king for happiness, but failing to get it.





Will all great Neptune's ocean wash this blood     Clean from my hand? No. This my hand will rather


The multitudinous seas incarnadine,


Making the green one red.





the effect of implying a meaning quite different from the apparent or surface meaning





a statement that is greatly exaggerated for the purposes of implying emphasis or humor





Hyperbole





Foil





Laertes is a foil to Hamlet in Shakespeare’s “Hamlet”





"Good fences make good neighbors."





a less important character is placed in a situation that parallels a more important one, in order that the latter may stand out in a clearer relief through comparison and contrast





the literal or dictionary definition of a word





Denotation





Consonance





We rush into a rain


That rattles double glass.





"Good fences make good neighbors."





the repetition of consonants in the middle or end of words in a sentence or line of poetry





associated or implied meanings that cluster around the literal meaning of a word.





Connotation





The style of the Declaration of Independence can be described as elegant





the repetition of vowel sounds in a sentence or line of poetry





Assonance





Hear the mellow wedding bells.





reference to a person, place, event, literary work, work of art with which the reader is presumed to be familiar





Allusion





Though I have seen my head (grown slightly bald) brought in upon a platter, . . .





a symbolic representation in art of a deeply felt pattern of human experience. Archetypes exist in our minds as symbolic ways of organizing our experiences





Archetype





“‘Frankenstein’ . . . ‘Dracula’ . . . ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ . . . the archetypes that have influenced all subsequent horror stories” (New York Times).





the direct address of an absent person, a place, or an abstraction





Apostrophe





Busy old fool, unruly sun,  


Why dost thou thus,


Through windows,  and through curtains call on us?





the repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words in a sentence or line of poetry.





Alliteration





I have stood still and stopped the sound of feet.





a form of narrative in which the characters and often the setting represent moral qualities, general concepts, or other abstractions





Allegory





In Dante Alighieri's "Divine Comedy," Dante, symbolizing mankind, is taken by Virgil the poet on a journey through Hell, Purgatory and Paradise in order to teach him the nature of sin and its punishments, and the way to salvation.





anything that is used to represent something else.





Symbol





Little lamb, who made thee  


Little lamb, who made thee?    


Little lamb, I'll tell thee,


Little lamb, I'll tell thee!        


He is called by thy name,


For he calls himself a lamb





a comparison between two unlike things indicated by the use of “like” or “as”.





Simile





Clear as frost on the grass-blade.





an implied comparison between two unlike things.





Metaphor





There are the black clouds of God's wrath now hanging directly over your heads, full of the dreadful storm and big with thunder





language that is used to express more than the literal meaning of the words





Figurative Language





My love is a red, red rose.





Language that actively involves the reader’s senses. Imagery shows; it doesn’t  just tell. The kinds of imagery include: auditory, tactile, visual, olfactory, kinetic, and taste.





Imagery





When the evening is spread out against the sky like a patient etherized upon a table.





language that tells information or tells what is happening





Detail





When he neared the bush, a rattlesnake shot out in front of him.





the attitude that the speaker (persona) takes toward his or her subject.





Tone





He dragged his feet into the melancholy scene.





strongly contrasting meanings are set beside each other (juxtaposed) in phrases, sentences, or lines of verse that balance or are grammatically parallel





Antithesis





*Extremism in defense of liberty is no vice, moderation in the pursuit of justice is no virtue. Barry Goldwater





two or more balancing statements with phrases, clauses, or paragraphs of similar length and grammatical structure.





Parallelism 





fishing, cooking





sentence structure. It is the organization of words in a sentence to form phrases and clauses that make up the complete sentences. 





Syntax





The author’s use of syntax gives the reader a definite feeling.





the author’s selection of a particular word because its connation conveys the attitude of the speaker





Diction





The author’s choice of diction conveyed a certain tone.








