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The diction in The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison conveys two different tones of fear and curiosity. Words like, “revolting, frightened, and aggressive” convey the tone of fear because Claudia hates dolls especially Raggedy Anne dolls. She “revolts” the sight of them and does not like the feel of them while she sleeps. The curious tone is conveyed with words like, “fingered, picked at, poked, traced, and twisted”. As she takes the doll apart she does these actions, not out of spite, but as an examiner would do to a person. Bleating and clucking are onomatopoeias so they sound like they are said. These words add to the imagery, but some tease the senses more acutely. Words such as, “moronic, pancake, worms, unyielding, and bone-cold” convey a tone of hatred and overall negativity towards the doll. The imagery created by these words are of a repellent object and helps convey Claudia’s mood towards the fact that the parents gave her a doll meant for girls younger than her. Details include the sentence about her taking it apart and the fact that it is a baby doll and she is an older girl. She feels mad at her parents because she can’t have one of the better dolls like the richer girls. The main tone of the passage also parallels to the fact that society accepts certain traits(doll) as beautiful and anything against that is ugly(Claudia). 

The literary devices in The Picture of Dorian Gray convey tones of peace and reverence. Words like, “rich, heavy, and delicate” give the reader a sense that the owner of this garden likes variety and can afford more flowers and sweet smelling plants thus showing a reverent tone. Also, the fact that some of the products are stated as imported from distant countries, convey the reverent tone. The tone of peace is derived from words such as, “light summer wind, sullen and monotonous”. As the lord is lying about he smokes his cigarettes casually showing he is at peace. There is a lot of imagery in this passage, most of it having to do with scent. The “rich” odor of roses, “heavy” scent of lilacs, “honey-sweet and colored” all convey this tone of reverence for beauty and wealth as well as a feeling of peace. The fact that the king or lord is just laying around and that the garden is vast, smelling of different flowers and plants, show the reader the details that convey these tones. 
