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Lesson Twelve 
Piws m>mah m/t c>>nau 

 
Syllables 

 
The Coptic word may consist of one or more syllables. 
 
Types of syllables: 
 

1. Open syllable which ends with a vowel :  e.g.  ma : Place 
 
2. Closed syllable which ends with a consonant :  

 e.g.  ws : to read 
 
A syllable is a part of a word which consist of : 
 
1. A vowel 

2. Two vowels compounded into one sound (ai). 
3. Consonant and a vowel. 

4. Consonant with jinkim (p>). 
5. Consonant and a compound sound (vai). 
6. More than one consonant and a vowel (somt : three {3}). 
 
Dividing the word into syllables facilitates reading. 
 
Examples : 
 
1) Two syllable word :  ba_ki     :   city 
2) Three syllable word : mo_na_,oc    :    monk 

3) Four syllable word :  m>_v_r/_]     :    like, as 

4) Five syllable word :  eu_lo_g/_me_noc    :    blessed 
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Exercise:  Divide the following words into syllables and write them:  

1. marturoc  6. yeoc    

2. c>tauroc  7. metmarturoc 

3. eyouab   8. ar,/ 
4. pi,>rictoc  9. aggeloc 

5. ieroucal/m  10. pieuaggelict/c 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


