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Lesson Three 
Piws m>mah somt 

 
Coptic letters similar to English in shape only 
 

Coptic English Pronunciation 
C* 

e.g. co ce ci ca 

C S 
as in see   

*R 
e.g.  ro re ri ra 

P R 
as in road 

*? 
e.g.   c/ r/ 

H ee 
as in feet 

*W 
e.g.   cw rw 

W OU 
as in hope 

*B B B or V ( will be 
explained in lesson 5)  

*< X K or Sh or Kh (will be 
explained in Lesson 7) 

 

N.B. The sign (*) indicates the starting point of writing the letter. 
 
 
Read the following :  
  

 C?  R?  CW  RW 
 ?C  ?R  WC  WR 
 
 
Notice the difference in pronunciation between the letters 

( i , /), Letter (/) takes double the time of letter  (i)  
Also, notice the difference in pronunciation between the letters 

(O , W), Letter (w) takes double the time of letter  (o) 
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Then, we mention  (OU)  pronounced  ( OU)  as in tool. 
 
Now we know 13 letters which can be divided into two groups : 
 

Consonants :       N, K, T, Z, m, C, R 
 

Vowels :  O, E,  i, A, ? , W 
   
 
Read the following : 
 

1. Na  Ka Ta Za  ma Ca Ra 
2. Ne Ke Te Ze    me Ce Re 
3. Ni Ki Ti Zi mi Ci Ri 
4. N/ K/ T/ Z/ m/  C/ R/ 
5. No Ko To Zo  mo Co Ro 
6. Nw Kw   Tw Zw    mw Cw Rw 
7. Nou Kou  Tou  Zou  mou Cou  Rou 
 
Reversing the order of the letters, we read : 
 
 

1. An    Ak   At   Az   Am    Ac    Ar 
2. En Ek Et Ez Em Ec Er 
3. In Ik It Iz Im Ic Ir 
4. ?n ?k ?t    ?z ?m  ?c ?r 
5. On Ok Ot    Oz  Om    Oc Or 
6. Wn Wk Wt Wz Wm Wc Wr 
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7. Oun Ouk Out Ouz Oum Ouc Our 
 
Exercise : 
 
1)  Write the following names in Coptic : 
 Mina      Amir   Anthony   Irene 
 
2)  Read, write and memorize the following words : 

Ro  : door 
Rw  : mouth 
Ri  : room 
R/  : sun 
Ou  : What? 

mou  : death 

Ca  : side 
Ce  : sixty 

m/t            : ten 
3)  Read, write and memorize the following words : 
mici  : give birth 
ran  : name 
cmou  : bless 
cwma : body 
ouro         : king 
rwmi : man, human being 


