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Clean & Green Farmers’ Market Guidelines

Why “Clean & Green?”

Food typically travels about 1500 miles from source to plate, which makes it difficult for consumers to know the origin or growing practices of food production.  Also, numerous people in the Berea/MERJ area cultivate or are in search of fresh, organic produce.  
“Clean” means using agricultural practices that do not include chemical fertilizers, pesticides, etc.  “Green” refers to local production in the MERJ counties, as well as other Kentucky Counties within about a 50-mile radius of MERJ.  The MERJ Clean & Green Farmers’ Market therefore provides a clean source of local food in an attempt to reduce the overall environmental impact of food production and consumption.
Who may sell?

MERJ Market does not require organic certification, but welcomes the participation of growers in its Clean & Green honor system.  MERJ prefers that vendors sell produce they have grown themselves, though this is not a strict requirement.  
Vendors ineligible to sell at MERJ Market include those who:

· use chemical-based agriculture and/or
· who do not know who grew the produce.
Membership
MERJ Market relies largely on volunteers, donations, and membership for support.  Therefore, MERJ charges a nominal farmers’ market fee to help with operating costs.  The MERJ Farmers’ Market is open to all farmers who meet the Clean & Green criteria.  Market space is available through both a per-day basis and a membership basis.  
Booth Fee: 



$5/market day
Seasonal Fee (May—October):
$50.00/season with farmers’ market membership
If you are interested in participating in the MERJ Clean & Green Farmers’ Market, email merjmkt@yahoo.com or contact Jane Post at (859) 986-3734 or Timi Reedy at (606) 256-5551.  You can also call MERJ directly at (859) 228-0062.
Typical Farmers’ Market Items

Regular Farmers’ Market items have included fresh, local chemical-free produce, mushrooms, various plants, baked goods, eggs, honey, homemade soaps and bath accessories, henna tattoos, chicks, ducks, and bunnies, pottery, and baskets. Some other wild and cultivated treats have included morels, sweet corn, fresh ground cornmeal, blackberries, papaws, and persimmons.  General guidelines for what can and cannot be sold at MERJ Market follow.
Health regulations pertain to three categories of items:

(1) Acceptable Items—Fresh produce and other raw agricultural products sold by the producer. Sanitary cleanliness, proper weights and labels, and freedom from adulteration by agricultural chemicals will be checked. No sales tax need be charged if sold by the original producer.
Examples: Fresh fruits, vegetables and melons, and other raw agricultural products, including Christmas trees, cider, firewood, flowers, honey, potted plants, shrubs and ornamentals, and vegetable and flower bedding plants.

(2) Questionable Items—Items whose sale may be technically restricted by State or Federal law, but which usually are not the subject of extensive law enforcement activity because they are unlikely to present an extreme health or safety hazard. Some of these “processed or manufactured” items which include major components that were purchased may expose the seller to liability for sales tax. Craft items fit into this category. 
Examples: Baked breads, pies, cookies, jams, jellies, pickles, eggs, and homemade cheese.

(3) Forbidden Items—Fresh meat and home canned foods. 

Pricing Guidelines

All MERJ vendors are required to post product prices clearly.  Vendors should be careful not to engage in price wars with each other and should establish a fair price and stick with it.  Prices can be above wholesale but also below retail.  MERJ does not currently accept Food Stamps or WIC but may in the future.
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