By ANNABEL SCAIFE

A GROUP of Mt Eden
residents fear
poisoning if a con -
nated government
pt'ﬂpﬂ‘l.‘f uF for sale is

or develop-
meni-.

The Auckland City Coun-
cil and Auwckland ional
Council are Aassessing re-
source congent applications
made by Environmental Sci-

entific arch (ESR) for
removal of contaminated
goil at its Kally St site.

The . valued at $1.1

million, cannot be sold until
the crown research institute
hae carried out thorough reme-

fﬁiﬁ, ﬁ 1?1:4}

cubic matru;bu ::1:&
tamination by mercury
lead.

The Mt Eden Morth Residents
Associntion wants the EdenfAlbert
Community Board to argently in-
vestigaia the consents to ensure
propar measures aro being takon.

Susnn Bretherton, of the nsso-
clatinn, sayve the consents should
be made notiftable because of the
high level of soncern among resi-
D

ty chuirman Paul Harrop
el nhout

nttemp o ronssurs 20
residents at the 1 that the
board would form o small commit-

top to ensure doe processes A
.:"']“"-"'t place and “pothing is
nak

The residenis association lob-
AT
ear to rty

mnd turn it into & mm B
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Mercury fears rising
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lopment company 'Inl:h A

tn- build 23 mpartments
mndmnmﬂ eomtract with
4500 squnre melre

ESR to buy
m'lliﬁ.e:mn:ﬂumdduﬂng ard

the developer's second application

for resoures consemit.
Annocintion l.pl:hhl:lllruml.n.
Power says restdents are
in the dark about the contamdi-
nated sita
“There have been Do aRsurnBoes
made to surrounding residents an
aoy of the matlers"” says Ms
Euwer. “There are four asthmatics
i
Liu.t

Epm:n MP Richard Waorth says
that as a crown entity, ESR bas
the obh on to make sore the
Hite i8 befare it aald.

ESH deee not know how the site
becamie  contaminated, but  be-

in Grayson Lane and even
doesn't make an icta af differ-

lieves mercury found in the soil
relates to g former use as n
dental training clinie.

"ESR wishes to dispose of the
sito in & responsible mannar, en-
suring it is m-:lutﬂd'lhmﬂ: wtamd-

commeTis ke Wi i
priate international M.mcla:dzpm
EAYE in A written statement.

Mz Power bolioves the instituie
in eager to excavate the mite,
rather than cap it, so the devel-
oper can go ahead with plans for
basement car parks,

“We fosl the whole contamina-
tHon issue is being used daoliber-
llrJ'l.' lu- that the dﬂu]npur :un

E;ﬂd thay R] I:-u e:r:uu.ulg
S relues
i tmx gurnges” Mo other
:EJDEEhnTE JJ:.n'l.'url::] nt
- aays It will not ace
the contaminated seil with elean
fill because of the developer's
plana, 1§ proposes to remove 1700

T

cubicr metres of earth, snd the

dievelo to remove a fue-
ther -:]Ll;l-;‘.lmen-u.

*The actual magnitude of earth-
works for this deve & means
our health and w are put
at riak " says Ms Power.

Soil and Health Association di-
roctor [ir Moriel Wotts says oxca-
wation work at the site could -
sult in nirbarne ]u.rh'l:hd cunkasn-
ing mercury amnd lead.

Or Watis says spocal care
would peed to be taken to prevent
particles hlowing about.

The best und remediation
woukd ke t0 plant crops that natu-
rally extract the chemicals. How-
ewer, this would take a long time,
and iff work went ahaad, enntrae-
tors may need to put up screens to
contain dust.

The Auckland Hegional Councdl
ls awaiting information fram ESH

bafore it can begin processing iis
remediation resourecs sonsent



